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COOPERATION BETWEEN HONEYEATER SPECIES 

Ten metres from my home window at Wannamal an 
Eremophila laanii is growing. It stands among Eremophila 
glabra, pterocarpa, maculata, aurus and nivea. Beyond this 
group is a clump of Grevillea 'Superb'; to the east is a large 
area of Grevillea obtusifolia (Gingin Gem); to the west is a 
driveway and then more Eremophila and Grevillea with a 
Eucalyptus angulosa, beneath which are bird baths. 

The Eremophila laanii has pale pink-red flowers and is 
a highly preferred and sought after source of nectar by 
comparison with the flowers of the other plants above. 

While eating breakfast (July 1996) by the window 
I heard the call of a Little Wattlebird close at hand. 
The bird calling was visible in the E. laanii except 
that on closer inspection it was a Spiny- 
cheeked Honeyeater! 

When these attractive birds first 
appeared in the garden they called 
in 'Brown Honeyeater' (not very 
credibly) but more recently have 
always passed themselves off as Little 
Wattlebirds. In this they are much more 
successful and the only difference the 
human ear can discern is that the genuine 
Little Wattlebird call is less soft and has 
greater carrying power. 

The Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
remained in the E. laanii all day, 
defending easily against forays by 
New Holland and Brown 
Honeyeaters and with more difficulty 
but successfully against occasional 
Red Wattlebirds and Red-capped 
Parrots. 

Next morning at the same time 
a Little Wattlebird call sounded and 

inspection of the Eremophila bush revealed a Little Wattlebird 
and a Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater together. They jointly 
defended their nectar supply against all comers and 'talked' 
together in 'Little Wattlebird'. 

When one of the two ventured away to another of the 
nearby nectar sources the partner remained at the important 

E. laanii base as defender, and if the repelling 
of an intruder was required the absent bird 
returned to assist. This arrangement continued 
successfully for three days. 

During these three days the Grevillea 
obtusifolia came more fully into bloom and the 
Little Wattlebird then moved to a perch of dead 

Thryptomene saxicola branches above the 
G.obtusifolia (left for perching purposes and 
often used). It became clear after this that the 
Little Wattlebird was defending the 
G.obtusifolia and the Spiny-cheeked 

Honeyeater the E. laanii and that these nectar 
sources were their own 'property', for 

neither attempted to feed on the 
other's nectar source, while both 
shared the surrounding nectar 
whenever it appeared safe to leave 
their defended 'territory'. 

Being close (some two metres 
apart) there was a good deal of 
'Little Wattlebird talk' between 

Spiny -cheeked them during the day and they 
Honey eater continued to assist each other in 

Drawn by Judy Blyth time of need. 
New Holland Honeyeaters, 

being more aggressive than Brown 
Honeyeaters, continually attempted 
to gain access to the E. laanii and 



111 to a lesser extent the G. obtusifolia, though a careful watch 
was kept by both defenders against both intruder species. 111 observations 

Half way through the second week, while both the Spiny- 
cheeked Honeyeater and the Little Wattlebird remained 
vigilant all day in their respective territories, a persistent New 
Holland Honeyeater, having been pursued up and down the 
E. laanii by the Spiny-cheeked, flew as though to depart but 
circled around to return to the E. laanii. 

The Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater then pursued the bold 
intruder around the E. laanii branches with greater vigour than 
previously, finally driving it off. The New Holland intruder 
flew, calling loudly and pursued closely by the Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater which left its base in hot pursuit for the first time, 
to the E. angulosa where a large party of 'colleagues' were 
bathing. 

After perching briefly at the edge of the E. angulosa the 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater seemed to realise it was not in its 
territory and it rapidly returned, pursued part way by three 
New Holland Honeyeaters. 

It then appeared as though the New Holland Honeyeaters, 
upset by the hot pursuit of their colleague and frustrated in 
their efforts to obtain the desired nectar, decided on a mass 
attack to overwhelm the joint Spiny-cheeked HoneyeaterLittle 
Wattlebird defence. With loud calls some 30 New Holland 
Honeyeaters flew into the E. laanii, the adjacent E. maculata 
and the G. obtusifolia. 

Both defenders counter-attacked vigorously. The Little 
Wattlebird had fewer intruders to defeat and did so quite 
quickly; the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater had a greater number 
and because of the branches of the E. laanii the more difficult 
task. When all had been dispersed from the G, obtusifolia 
blossom the Little Wattlebird flew to assist its comrade and 
between them they chased the New Holland Honeyeaters out 
of the E. laanii, then from the E. maculata and finally from 
the more distant Grevillea 'Superb'. 

" ... defended their nectar supply 
against all comers and 'talked' 
together in 'Little Wattlebird'." 

When all was back to normal, the Little Wattlebird 
returned to its perch on a dead branch. After a while the Spiny- 
cheeked Honeyeater left its base, flew to a branch just below 
that of the Little Wattlebird and proceeded to sing in 'Little 
Wattlebird' to its adjacent partner for about a minute, before 
returning to the E. laanii. 

After three weeks of joint defensive behaviour the Little 
Wattlebird began to range more widely about the garden, only 
defending the G. obtusifolia when it was feeding there and in 
the fourth week the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater took much the 
same view of the E. laanii. In a little over four weeks the 
nectar was left wholly to others. 

Co-operation between different species of birds appears 
unusual. Most references are to communal breeding within 
species. Pied Butcherbirds and Australian Hobbies may hunt 
together, but this may be more opportunistic than co-operative. 

Such co-operation between species as described above 
appears rare. 

Bruce Buchanan 

Compiled by the Observations Committee. Shires are in 
brackets. Names and order follow Christidis, L. and Boles, 
W. (1994) The Taxonomy and Species of Birds of Australia 
and its Territories. RAOU Monograph 2. 

Observers are reminded that, for rarely seen or difficult 
to identify species, adequate documentation is required for 
inclusion in WABN. For example, new records, or records of 
species rare1 y recorded in the south-west should be 
accompanied by a description of what was actually seen and 
reasons for the identification. Note that a statement to the effect 
that what was seen fitted a description in a field guide is a 
statement about what is in a field guide, and does not tell the 
editors what you actually saw. Providing extra details also 
assists the editors to provide extra information to readers. 

This issue sees a report of another new bird for the list of 
birds from Australia and its territories: a number of Asian 
House Martins have been seen on Christmas Island. Other 
possible additions are also rumoured from Christmas Island, 
but details are not yet available. An exciting report is that of a 
swiftlet from Barrow Island, but several Asian species are 
possible, and notoriously difficult to distinguish. A Franklin's 
Gull and a possible Black-tailed Gull have been reported 
from northern WA, but full details are not yet available. 

SOUTH-WEST (Shark Bay to Cape Arid) 

Malleefowl - 1, 13/1/97, active on mound at Dryandra 
(Williams)- TI3 * 1,261 1/97,20 krn SE of Merredin (Merredin) 
- RK 

Freckled Duck - 7, 18/1/97, Lake Joondalup (Wanneroo) 
- RK 

Great-winged Petrel - Aug-Oct 96, Point Dalling, 
Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

White-headed Petrel - Aug-Oct 96, Point Dalling, 
Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

Soft-plumaged Petrel - Aug-Oct 96, Point Dalling, 
Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

Blue Petrel - Sep-Oct 96, Point Dalling, Dunsborough 
(Busselton) - RP 

White-chinned Petrel - Aug-Oct 96, Point Dalling, 
Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

Grey Petrel - Aug-Oct 96, Point Dalling, Dunsborough 
(Busselton)- RP 

Little Shearwater - 1,  14/9/96, Point Dalling, 
Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

Yellow-nosed Albatross - up to 20 per day in Aug 96. 
Point Dalling, Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

Red-tailed Tropicbird - 1, 26/1/97, Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) - MV et al. (easternmost record for WA) 

Australasian Gannet - up to 100 per day, Aug-Sep 96, 
Point Dalling, Dunsborough (Busselton) - RP 

White-necked Heron - 10, 2 1/ 12 to 4/1/97, Forrestdale 
Lake (Armadale) - KL * 20+, 5/1/97, Forrestdale Lake 
(Armadale) - RK, LB * 16, 10/1/97, Forrestdale Lake 
(Armadale) - DJ 

Square-tailed Kite - 3, 3/9/96, Augusta (hill above 
lighthouse) (Augusta-Margaret River) - RP * 1 ,  2/12/96. 
Redgate Beach Road, near Margaret River (Augusta-Margaret 
River) - CW 



White-bellied Sea-Eagle - 1,2611 1/96, Football Lake and 
Betts Swamp, Wannamal (Gingin) - BB (unusual in this area) 

Baillon's Crake - 2, 13/1/97, James Swamp, Forrestdale 
(Armadale) - DJ * 1, 22/1/97, Twin Bartram Swamp 
(Armadale) - MBa * 1, 2/2/97, Kogolup (Cockburn) - JD 

Marsh Sandpiper - 1,9112196, Lake Toolibin (Wickepin) 
- CH, JSp 

Terek Sandpiper - 3,7112196, Creery wetlands (Murray) 
- MS 

Long-toed Stint - 3, 12/1/97, Kogolup Lake (Cockburn) 
- KL 

Pectoral Sandpiper - 3, 12/1/97, Kogolup Lake 
(Cockburn) - KL * 1,912197, Herdsman Lake (Stirling) - JB, 
JuB 

Ruff - 1,2611197, Lake McLarty (Murray) - TK, JD 
Bush Stone-curlew - 2, 2/97, Bakers Hill (Northam) -

SD 
Pied Oystercatcher - 1, noticeably larger than other 

nearby Pied Oystercatchers, and with blotchy demarcation 
between the black breast and white belly, 3019196, Woodman 
Point (Cockburn) - KL (A bird fitting this description was 
first seen in July 1992 (JD, TK) and was recorded regularly 
for 15 mths after which it was no longer seen; that bird will be 
illustrated in the forthcoming Handbook of WA Birds; the 
present bird is possibly the same one as that seen in 1992) 

Banded Stilt - 20 000, 12/12/96, Lake Dumbleyung 
(Dumbleyung) - AC 

Hooded Plover - 2, 12/9/96, Skippy Rock (Augusta- 
Margaret River) - RP * 1, 8/12/96, Karakin Swamp (Gingin) 
- RAOU excursion * 1,7112196, Woodman Point (Cockburn) 
- KL * 2. 11/12/96, Lake Kwornicup (Plantagenet) - AC * 77 
(including 18 juveniles), 25/1/97, Wellstead Estuary 
(Jerramungup) - RAOU excursion 

Arctic Jaeger - 1, 9/8/96, Point Dalling, Dunsborough 
(Busselton) - RP 

Pacific Gull - 1 pair, breeding, 911 1/96, Lancelin Island 
(Gingin) - ND (first breeding record for this species on 
Lancelin Island) 

Silver Gull - 1 all black bird, 16/1/97, Safety Bay 
(Rockingham) - BG (see photograph elsewhere in this issue) 

Sooty Tern - 2 in courtship flight, 911 1/96, Lancelin Island 
(Gingin) - ND (rare south of the Abrolhos) 

Whiskered Tern - ca. 12,27112196 to 4/1/97, Thomsons 
Lake (Cockburn) - KL * 8,2611197, Lake McLarty (Murray) 
- TK, JD 

White-winged Black Tern - 12, 26/1/97, Lake McLarty 
(Murray) - TK, JD 

Common Noddy - 300+ pairs breeding, 11/96, Lancelin 
Island (Gingin) - ND (this colony was first reported in 1992 
(WABN61: 2) when only five breeding attempts were recorded) 

Lesser Noddy - 2 (1 immature, 1 non-breeding adult), 
911 1/96, Lancelin Island (Gingin) - ND (rarely seen south of 
the Abrolhos) 

Barking Owl - 1, 12/10/96, Point Dalling, Dunsborough 
(Pusselton) - RP 

Hooded Robin - 3, 1/8/96, corner of Warton and Forrest 
Roads, Banjup (Cockburn) - DJ * 1, 17/8/96, Anstey Road 
bushland, Forrestdale (Armadale) - DJ (unusual in Perth metro. 
area) 

White-breasted Robin - 1 ,  1611 1/96, Pipidinny Swamp 
(Wanneroo) - RAOU excursion per BBa, MCI 

White-winged Triller - 8, 20/12/96, Anstey Road, 

Forrestdale (Armadale) - DJ (high number for near Perth) 
European Goldfinch - 1,12/96, Herdsman Lake (Stirling) 

- LK (presumed aviary escapee) 

ARID ZONE (including the Pilbara, Gascoyne, interior and 
Nullarbor) 

Wandering Whistling-Duck - 2, 17/9/96, McNeill 
Claypan, near Carnarvon (Carnarvon) - DJ (Few records for 
the Gascoyne region) 

Black Falcon - 1 (and possibly others), 9/96,20 km SW 
of Sandstone on road to Paynes Find (Sandstone) - MG 

Roseate Tern - 40-50 000, 13/9/96, Varanus Island 
(Roebourne) - TK 

Bridled Tern - thousands, 10196, Varanus Island 
(Roebourne) - TK 

swiftlet species - 1, similar to a White-rumped Swiftlet 
but with a square tail (several Asian species possible), 
28/1/97, Barrow Island (Roebourne) - MBa, KY 

KIMBERLEY 

Wandering Whistling-Duck - 23, 15/1/97, Taylor's 
Lagoon (Broome) - BBO 

Snipe, presumed to be Swinhoe's - 5, 14/1/97, Broome 
Sewage Works (Broome) - BBO 

Marsh Sandpiper - 40, 1911 1/96, Lake Eda (Broome) -
BBO 

Pectoral Sandpiper - 1, 1411 1/96, Broome Sewage Works 
(Broome) - PCr, BBO (rare in western Kimberley) 

Ruff - 1, 1411 1/96, Broome Sewage Works (Broome) -
PCr, BBO 

Pacific Golden Plover - 30, 16/1/97, Roebuck Bay 
(Broome) - J. Barkla per BBO 

Oriental Plover - 400,1011 1/96, Roebuck Bay (Broome) 
- BBO (during a period of extreme hot weather (40°+)) 

Black-fronted Dotterel - 33, 1911 1/96, Taylor's Lagoon 
(Broome) - BBO 

Oriental Pratincole - 300, 16/1/97, Roebuck Bay 
(Broome) - J. Barkla per BBO 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo - 1 female caught in mist net 
and banded, 27/3/96, Quarry Beach between Broome and the 
Observatory (Broome) - PC, AT et al. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo - 1, 14/1/97, Broome Bird 
Observatory (Broome) - C. Lester per BBO 

Fork-tailed Swift - 150, 30/12/96, Argyle Diamonds 
village (Wyndham-East Kimberley) - FO 

White-fronted Honeyeater - 5, 13/3/96, Broome port 
(Broome) - PC, RJ (at extreme northern limit) 

Pied Honeyeater - 5,1111 1/96, Broome Bird Observatory 
(Broome) - BBO (at northern limit of distribution) 

Pictorella Mannikin - 7, 13/3/96, Broome port (Broome) 
- PC, RJ (rarely recorded this far west) 

Gouldian Finch - 2 (1 juvenile), 2911 1/95, Cape Leveque 
(Broome) - PC, RJ * 1, 23/1/96, Cape Leveque (Broome) -
PC, RJ 

Barn Swallow - 50, 1211 1/96, Roebuck Bay (Broome) -
BBO 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND 

Barn Swallow - 10, 2511 1/96, at the rubbish tip - KC 
r 



Asian House-Martin- 1, 2511 1/96, Murray Hill - KC et 

al. (new species for Christmas Island and the Australian list -
see details elsewhere in this issue) 

COCOS-KEELING ISLANDS 

Buff-banded Rail - 12+, 2 1111/96, North Keeling - KC 
Ruddy Thrnstone - 3, 2111 1/96, North Keeling - KC 
Pacific Golden Plover - 5, 20/11/96, airstrip on West 

Island - KC 
Oriental Pratincole - 7,2011 1/96, airstrip on West Island 

- KC 

OBSERVERS 

AC = Alan Clarke LB = Liz Bowles 
AT = Tony Tree LK = Lawrence Knight 
BB = Bruce Buchanan MBa = Mike Bamford 
BBa = Bryan Barrett MCI = Margery Clegg 
BBO = Broome Bird Observatory MG = Martin Gole 
BG = Bob Goodale MS = Marcus Singor 
CH = Chris Hassell MV =Mary Vaughan 
CW = Chris Wilder ND = Nic Dunlop 
DJ = David James PC = Peter Collins 
FO = Frank O'Connor PCr = Peter Crabtree 
JB = John Blyth RJ = Ros Jessop 
JuB = Judy Blyth RK = Richard King 
JD = John Darnell RP = Ross Payton 
JSp = Janet Sparrow SD = Stephen Davies 
KC = Kevin Coate TI3 = Tim Blake 
KL = Kim-Chye Lim TK = Tony Kirkby 
KY = Ken Youngson 

11 Obituary: Peter John Anson 1)) 
Peter passed away suddenly on 6 January this year aged 

75. 
Although he was known to many of us as our hard-working 

honorary treasurer and as a valuable member of the WA Group 
in many other ways, Peter did not talk much about himself 
and his past life. Some account of his career has, however, 
been gleaned from several members, and his close friend 
Group Captain Bartlett has kindly provided information about 
Peter's time in the Air Force. 

In his youth in Britain, Peter and a friend of his were 
interested in car racing. This interest led the pair to apply to 
join the Royal Air Force as mechanics. Peter's recruiting 
officer, however, persuaded him to enlist as a potential pilot. 
It was therefore as a fighter pilot that Peter took part in World 
War 11,during which he rose to the rank of wing commander. 

Peter began pilot training in Britain in August 1940 and 
in April 1941 joined B Flight of 504 Squadron, which flew 
Hurricanes, as a Sergeant Pilot. Later the same year he was 
stationed at Murmansk in northeastern Russia and was 
involved in the air defence of the town. From 1942 to 1944 
Peter flew Spitfires in fighter sweeps over occupied France, 
took part in various operations in North Africa, was an 
instructor at the British Operations Training Unit, and flew 
Thunderbolt fighter bombers in Burma. In 1944 he was 
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at Perry House 

awarded the DFC (Distinguished Flying Cross). 
In 1945Peter became aide-de-camp to Lord Mountbatten 

and later to Air Marshal Bill Williams. After the war Peter 
remained associated with the Royal Air Force and later the 
Air Ministry until he emigrated to Western Australia in 1967, 
giving up the imminent prospect of promotion in the Air 
Ministry to do so. In WA, he flew civilian aircraft for the 
company known as Civil Flying Services and later for Bell 
Brothers. 

Peter retired from flying in 1974 and began his own 
successful grocery business and later an equally successful 
jewellery business, in which he made model jewellery and 
silverware. 

A particular outlet for his spare energies in later years 
was windsurfing, although he found that a 'hot board' had 



much the same effect on his arms as that instrument of torture, 
the medieval rack! Another such outlet was cycling, for he 
owned a splendid machine with some 20 gears and took it 
over some rough country. One of his exploits was to ride it 
through Wungong Gorge, being reduced to pushing it only 
once by a particularly difficult hill. 

An interest in birds and membership of the RAOU came 
to Peter after his retirement from business in 1987. Having 
become a member of the WA Group, Peter brought his business 
skills, considerable energy, and capacity for taking pains, to 
the task of looking after the Group's finances. The 
treasurership, although vital to the smooth running of our 
affairs, is not always the most sought after post on our 
Committee and Peter probably served longer in that post than 
he would have liked. Nevertheless, he always maintained, and 
sought to improve on, a very high standard of performance. 
In addition, he helped other members of the Group at Perry 
House and elsewhere in all sorts of practical ways, for he was 
a prolific maker of useful gadgets in his workshop. Many of 
us, too, will have taken part in bird walks led by Peter.Nothing, 
it seemed, was too much trouble for him. 

The loss of Peter will be most keenly felt by the Group, 
especially those on the Committee with him, and others of us 
who came to appreciate Peter greatly for his interest and 
energy, his sense of humour and his essential, unfailing 
kindnessand helpfulness.We have the consolation of knowing 
that birding and the company of fellow birders gave him great 
pleasure to the end. 

Our deepestsympathies go to Rose and the other members 
of his family. 

Jeremy Talbot 

Letters to the Editors 

RAINBOW LORIKEETS HARASSING AN EGRET 
On Sunday afternoon the first day of December 1996,I 

was on the roof of the shed at our home in Wembley when I 
saw a Great Egret flying overhead, perhaps heading for 
Herdsman Lake. 

A few secondslater I heard the calls of Rainbow Lorikeets 
and saw two of them flying after the Egret and harassing it, 
flying to within a metre of its back. Do any readers have 
suggestions as to the reasons for this strange behaviour? 

Margaret Owen 

WA Group Reports 

RAOU (WA GROUP) COMMITTEE 
Meetings of the WA Group Committee are held on the 

third Wednesday of each month at Perry House. 
It is through the committee that the business of the RAOU 

(WA Group) is managed. Matters for consideration by the 
committeeshould be communicated to the office with adequate 
time for distribution to committee members. 

Recent committeemeetings have dealt with the following: 
Death of our Treasurer, Peter Anson - the Committee 

was shocked to learn of Peter's death on 6 January. We 

will miss Peter very much: he was an enthusiastic 'birdo' 
and respected Committee member and did a tremendous 
amount for the RAOU; a tribute to him is elsewhere in 
this newsletter. The services of a professional accountant 
will be obtained for preparation of the annual 1996 
accounts; hopefully, by the time this issue of WABN is 
received, another willing member will have been found 
to fill this position. 
Survey of Suburban Birds Project -Clive Nealon reports 
that about 50 000 records are now held from 190-odd 
locations. 

Birds on Farms Project -Phyllis Bentley is the project 
co-ordinator for the time being while Brenda Newbey is 
on sick leave; an extension of the project has been 
requested by Main Roads WA with a request for data on 
the revegetation of main road verges, to be provided four 
times during the year and costs funded substantially by 
Main Roads WA. 
Birding Sites Around Perth Revised Edition - report 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Publicity/Public Relations/Education -see Judy Blyth's 
report elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Proposed calendar of events in the bird world - Rod 
Smith is seeking items from members for inclusion in the 
calendar. 
Remote area field trip -Bill McRoberts is considering 
suggestions from members on possible locations. 
Loss of new members - it has been brought to the 
attention of the Committee that a high proportion of new 
WA members who have not been receiving WABird Notes, 
so leaving them unaware of all the activities, excursions 
and bird-walks available for members, are not renewing 
their membership after the first year. The Committee will 
be sending out complementary copies of WABN during 
their initial year to new members who have not taken out 
a subscription and hopefully this will encourage them to 
retain membership for following years (and, we hope, to 
subscribe to WABN). 
Twitchathon 21/22 December 1996 - although only 
seven teams took part, there was some high quality 
twitching, with the winners (led by Janet Sparrow and 
Chris Hassell) scoring 119 birds and four teams scoring 
over 100. It was great fun and added to our enjoyment of 
the Christmas Breakfast (see below). 

End-of-Year Breakfast 22 December 1996at Peny House 
-this get-together was enjoyed by all and a fitting end 
to a busy year of activities; thanks to Wendy Napier and 
helpers for organising a delicious breakfast. 

Clive Napier, Chairman 

PUBLICITYIEDUCATIONREPORT (1996) 
During 1996, the RAOU (WA) has -
Mounted 28 displays at 18locations which have included 

municipal libraries, Claremont Show-grounds, various 
community festivals around Perth's suburbs and as far 
afield as York, Dalwallinu and Wubin. A most ambitious 
display in the form of a diorama of birds local to the area 
around Mullewa was mounted during the Mullewa 
Wildflower Show in August, thanks mainly to Allan Jones, 
and to WA Museum's John Dell. 
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Provided a speaker for 20 talks (several of which were 
given by Clive Napier) and taken 17 bird walks for 
schoolchildren, or members of the public. 
Answered requests from students, schools and others in 
the community for information. 
Publicised public activities run by the RAOU in local 
newspapers, The West Australian, the Department for 
Environmental Protection's Ecoplan newsletter and 
Geraldton newspapers. 
Produced one major new thematic display, The Hollow 
Question and a small display to promote the Birds on 
Farms project. There are more than a dozen different 
thematic displays available for borrowing. A history of 
Perry House has been revised for distribution at our Open 
Days during Bird Week and other such occasions. 
Special thanks to the many RAOU volunteers who have 

helped fill places on our rosters at the various festivals and 
for bird walks and talks during the year. 

Judy Blyth 
Publicity/Education 

PUBLICATIONS REPORT 
Birding Sites Around Perth by Ron van Delft -Preparation 
of Revised Edition 

In 1996 the Western Australian Group of the RAOU 
decided that a revised edition of this guide should be prepared 
to update the information on sites and species. 

RAOU members checked all sites to provide the most 
up-to-date information about all locations. 

Site lists of species and annotated lists of other species 
have been amended using information from many sources. 

Two projects of the WA Group, the Database of Western 
Australian Birds and the Suburban Bird Survey,have provided 
current information on species distribution. 

The reports of sightings in our quarterly magazine, Western 
Australian Bird Notes, have also been very useful and members 
who regularly visit sites have made their records available. 

Current literature on birds of the Perth area has been 
examined and invaluable assistance given by scientific 
advisers. 

New features in the revised edition include a chapter on 
eight additional sites. 
Rural Brochures Project 

The following grants have enabled us to bring our number 
of brochures to 49 in 1996. 

Down to Earth Foundation (for brochures) $1260; 
Healthways (for walks, publicity, brochures) $1000; W.A. 
Government Community Conservation Grant (for Birds on 
Farms including brochures) $1900. 

There have been three developments in the program this 
year. First, the publication of annotated bird lists (Mullewa, 
Shark Bay and Esperance). Secondly, the publication of 
metropolitan brochures (Bold Park). Finally, master copies 
have been sent to organisations on request for them to have 
the printing canied out at their expense (Pardoo Station, Bibra 
Lake). 

For the future we plan to continue preparing new brochures 
for both rural and metropolitan areas -Bunbury and Wooleen 
Station hopefully will be the next two. 

We have received communications from members 
indicating the need for changes to some brochures. 

Further activity will, of course, depend on the availability 
of funds. 

Allan Jones 

PERRY HOUSE LIBRARY NEWS 
The following reports/journals/books have been received 

since the last report: 
Cumberland Bird Observers Club Inc Newsletter, Novl 

Dec 1996, vol 18, No 3 
The Tattler - Australasian Wader Studies Group 

Newsletter, No 9, Oct 1996 
The Stilt - East Asian-Australasian Flyway AWSG 

Bulletin, No 29, Oct 1996 
Paper on: A New Forest and Timber Industry Policyfor 

WA,Nov 1996 
The Greener Emes -Conservation Council of WA Inc 

Journal, NovlDec 1996 
Reports, RGC Wetlands Centre, Capel, Oct & Nov 1996 
Emu, -RAOU Journal, Vol 96, Part 4, Dec 1996 and 

Supplement to: The Auk, Vol 114,No 1, Jan 1997; The Emu, 
Vol97, No 1, Mar 1997; The Ibis, Vol 139, No 1, Jan 1997 

Narpulungup News -Fitzgerald River National Park 
Association Newsletter, Nov 1996 

South Australian Ornithological Association Inc 
Newsletter, No 160, Dec 1996 

Helen Clark, Librarian 

Members' Contributions I 
ANOTHER NEW BIRD FOR AUSTRALIA: THE ASIAN 
HOUSE MARTIN 

Christmas Island is fast becoming a mecca for bird 
watchers, especially during the wet season when interesting 
vagrants from Asia can sometimes be found. This oceanic 
island originated as a result of volcanic activity, and although 
part of the Commonwealth of Australia, it is only 360 km 
from Jakarta, Indonesia. While taking natural history groups 
to Christmas Island I have now recorded 49 species of birds, 
including several new to Australasia, eg., Pond Heron in 
December 1995 and Common Wheatear in January 1996. 

At Christmas Island about 10 am on 25 November 1996, 
I took a party of six to a lookout on Murray Hill, the highest 
point of the island, to over-view one of the phosphate mining 
areas. Below us, above stands of introduced Japanese Cherry 
(Muntingiacalabura)were Christmas Island Glossy Swiftlets. 
One of our group, Per Milberg, a visitor from Sweden, brought 
to my attention a slightly larger bird with a white rump flying 
with them. We all had good sightings of this bird as it flew in 
our immediate vicinity for some 20 minutes. As it was flying 
back and forth below our vantage point, the appearance to 
me was of a bird with a broadish wing, not unlike that of a 
martin. It was dark on the back, had a distinctive white rump 
and dark tail. A little later the bird flew higher and was level 
with our vision and at times above us; at such times I noticed 
the underwing was brown. As it turned and caught the light, I 
could see a bluish sheen on its back, that did not extend to the 
wings. The tail had a slight fork, the breast was an off white 
and there was a slightly darkish barjust below its throat, which 
was white. With the bird still in view we consulted A Field 



Guide to the Birds of Borneo, Sumatra, Java and Bali by John 
MacKinnon and Karen Phillipps which I was carrying with 
me, and all agreed that the bird we saw fitted perfectly the 
description and illustration of the Asian House Martin 
(Delichon dasypus). 

Kevin Coate 

Editors' note: Two other similar looking martins also 
occur in Asia. The Common House Martin (D. urbica) has 
pure white underparts and white (not brown) underwing 
coverts. The Nepal House Martin (D. nipalensis) has black 
undertail coverts. Interestingly, other observers independently 
reported Asian House Martins on Christmas Island earlier in 
the same month. 

CHIRRUPING BY SOUTHERN BOOBOOKS. 
In early January 1997 one of us observed four owls in 

trees around his house on a forested, rural block in Roleystone 
(a 'hills suburb' about 30 km south east of Perth). The owls 
appeared at dusk and flew from tree to tree until it was dark, 
frequently chirruping. We both observed them on 9 January. 
That evening the owls appeared as usual at dusk and chirruped 
frequently until after dark. The calls would have been mistaken 
for crickets if they had not always come from trees into which 
owls had flown. One chirruped in a circling flight through 
open air immediately above us, confirming that the calls were 
made by the owls. Initially, using 10x40 Zeiss binoculars, there 
was sufficient light to clearly identify them as Southern 
Boobooks. 

At Roleystone, the call was only heard in the evening for 
about ten days while (presumably) two free-flying young 
accompanied their parents. No typical "boo-book" calls were 
heard at this time. Hollands (1991) has noted "Females and 
young in nest use variety of low trills" and Fleay (1968) records 
apparently fledged young chirruping in Victoria. We are not 
aware of other records. We appreciate the efforts of Allan 
Burbidge and John Blyth to find records of Southern Boobooks 
chirruping. 
References: 
Fleay, D. (1968). Nightwatchmen of Bush and Plain: 

Australian owls and owl-like birds. Jacaranda Press. 
Brisbane. 

Hollands, D. (1991). Birds of the Night: Owls. Frogmouths 
and Nightjars of Australia. Reed Books Pty Ltd. 
Balgowlah, NSW. 

A.N. Start and F. Falconer 

WASPS AlTACKING BIRDS 
At Elvire Rock in Mount Elvire State Forest (west of 

Menzies) on December 29th 1996 it was very hot, probably 
over 37"C, in the middle of the day. A small dam constructed 
on the rock surface held a pool of water with a surface area of 
approximately 400 square metres which was extremely 
attractive to birds and insects alike. Among the most 
conspicuous of the constant visitors to the water were Welcome 
Swallows, Tree Martins and large black and white native 
wasps, probably Parag ia bicolor of the family Vespidae. 

The wasps were present in many hundreds over a period 
of two hours, although the individuals were constantly 
changing. Wasps would fly to the dam, align themselves into 
the wind and then land on the water surface, spending on 
average about one second, apparently taking on water. Those 

which spent at least a second on the water would take off and 
fly away in a straight line and in roughly the same direction. 

However, the behaviour of many of the wasps changed if 
a swallow or martin skimmed down to the water surface for a 
drink on the wing. No sooner would a bird come near the 
surface of the water than it would be attacked by one or more 
of the wasps, sometimes by determined squadrons of 40 or 50 
individuals which would follow a single bird for up to 100 
metres. It seemed to me, from the evasive action taken by the 
birds, that the wasps were stinging whenever they got close 
enough. 

Welcome Swallows - no match for 
aggressive native wasps. 

Drawn by Judy Blyth 

I did not at any time see one of the birds take a wasp, and 
from what is known of the diet of both species it seems unlikely 
that they would attempt to eat such a large insect capable of 
stinging. I can only speculate that the wasps may suffer heavy 
mortality from Rainbow Bee-eaters, and that they have 
generalised an aggressiveldefensive behaviour to other birds 
which drink in a similar way, as do swallows and martins. 

Thanks to Terry Houston of the WA Museum for his 
tentative identification over the telephone of Paragia bicolor. 
I was not brave enough to take a specimen, in case I brought 
the wrath of one of their avenging squadrons upon my head. 
Terry tells me that wasps of this group are not normally 
aggressive to larger animals. He suggests that another possible 
explanation of the observed behaviour is that the aggressive 
wasps were territorial or sexually charged (but stingless) males 
chasing anything that flew around their area. 

I would be most interested to know if any of our readers 
have seen similar behaviour on the part of native wasps or 
other insects, or have any other suggestions as to its origin 
and purpose. 

John Blyth 

POSSIBLE SIGHTING OF SANDSTONE SHRIKE- 
THRUSH AT BROOME 

At about 8.30 am on 16 September 1996 while walking 
along the Malurus Trail, near One Tree about 3 km from the 
Broome Bird Observatory, I saw some activity in a small clump 
of trees. The ground there is slightly sloped, fairly open with 

7 



odd trees scattered among the rather thick, low grass. The 
birds I first saw were Yellow White-eyes. While looking around 
I saw what I first thought, from the first flash of colour, to be 
a small Great Bowerbird. It was in amongst some thick grass 
close to the ground. But when it revealed itself it was obviously, 
by the smaller size and a clearer view of the colour, not a 
bowerbird. My second thought was that it might be a Grey 
Shrike-thrush, NW form, though it was nothing like the other 
Grey Shrike-thrushes I had seen in the area. However, I had 
no illustration of juvenile Grey Shrike-thrush to compare with. 
The brightish cinnamon breast and abdomen were very 
distinctive. I am familiar with Little Shrike-thrushes and did 
not think this was one. 

While looking at the bird which was rather tame and 
allowed me to within 4-5 m, I studied the illustration in 
Simpson & Day. The following points were clear: buff streak 
from bill to eye; finely streaked throat and breast; black legs 
and eyes; bill not entirely black, some light horny colour could 
be seen within the black. I watched the bird for 5-10 minutes. 
It did not feed on the ground but flew from low bush to low 
bush about 50 cm from the ground. At one time I saw it go 
down into a dead bush and catch what seemed to be a stick 
insect which it appeared to break up and eat. 

On reporting the sighting to the observatory I was told 
that Mrs Rita Watkins (former co-warden at Eyre) had reported 
seeing a Sandstone Shrike-thrush near the observatory earlier 
in the year. I rang Mrs Watkins and she said they had seen 3-
4 birds at Quarry Beach (several kilometres north of the 
observatory) in early August 1996. They saw Sandstone 
Shrike-thrushes at the Bungle Bungles later in their trip and 
felt that they looked the same as the birds they saw near 
Broome. 

As all writers that I am familiar with say this bird is found 
only in sandstone, cliffy areas and feeds almost entirely on 
the ground, these sightings at Broome would be quite 
remarkable if confirmed and warrant further investigation. I 
was unable to do this as I had to leave Broome later in the day. 
I hope to solve the mystery next time I go to Broome. 

Tom Delaney 

TAWNY FROGMOUTH FAMILY IN A GARDEN NEAR 
ALBANY 

Since three cats have disappeared from the western end 
of Goode Beach, bird activity has increased and several species 
have successfully reared families. A pair of Magpie-larks have 
raised two chicks, and some Brown Quail are raising their 
second brood of eight. But of great interest to us has been a 
Tawny Frogmouth family which we have been able to observe 
at close quarters. 

In the second week of September 1996, Vic Smith, who 
is actively involved in bird banding in this part of the country, 
noticed a Tawny Frogmouth nesting in a tree bordering his 
drive. He kept the nest under observation, which was not 
difficult as it could be clearly seen from his kitchen window, 
and after 29 days two downy, white chicks had hatched. 

I first photographed the chicks on 17 October. The mother, 
who had become used to us observing her, sat on the nest until 
darkness came. The father, a slightly smaller bird, always 
roosted in a tree not far away and became stick-like if 
approached. The mother left the nest when darkness fell in 
search of food, and at intervals of five or ten minutes both 
parents took turns returning to the nest to feed the chicks. 

Tawny Frogmouth with two chicks 
at Goode Beach. 

Drawn by Charlie Davies 

A week later, on 24 October, when Vic and I next 
photographed them, the chicks were showing signs of colour. 
At the end of the month they were fully coloured and almost 
as big as their parents, and ten days later they were exercising 
their wings and taking short flights, floating effortlessly into 
higher branches of their nest tree. On the 8th the nest was 
empty, and for the next ten days the family roosted together in 
trees within 100 m of the nest site. 

Charlie Davies 

PELAGIC TRIP TO ASHMORE REEF 
In October 1996, I participated in a six-day pelagic trip 

from Broome to Ashmore Reef and back aboard the 72 ft vessel 
'Jodi Anne 11'. There were ten participants and three crew. 
The trip was organised by Tony Palliser (who runs the Sydney 
pelagic trips) to coincide with the expected migration of 
seabirds from the NW Pacific to the Indian Ocean via the seas 
between Australia and Indonesia, and to see species rarely 
recorded in Australian waters such as Matsudaira's Storm- 
Petrel and Bulwer's Petrel in particular. The other participants 
included Mike Carter who organises the Victorian pelagic trips 
and Peter Milburn who now organises the Wollongong trips. 

We left Broome port at 9 am on 10 October. The weather 
was fine and hot for the whole trip, but there was a strong 
landlsea breeze which made the conditions slightly 
uncomfortable when near the coast between Broome and the 
Lacepede Islands. We saw our first pelagic species (a Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel) while Cable Beach was still in sight. The first 
day was spent in comparatively shallow water up to 50 m. 
The water depth was to prove a very important factor. We had 
excellent views of three Humpback Whales that were migrating 
south after calving off the Kimberley coast, and sea snakes 
were quite common on the surface. Wilson's Storm-Petrels 
were fairly common and in the early afternoon one was 
accompanied by a Leach's Storm-Petrel (larger than Wilson's 
with a forked tail). This was our first major rarity (I believe 
that there have only been five or six previous Australian 
records). The wind was strong enough that we could turn off 
the engines and sail, and we passed west of the Lacepede 
Islands at about 8 pm and continued all night towards our first 
destination of Scott Reef. 

We awoke at first light shortly after 5 am well out to sea 



in much calmer conditions which continued to improve. Apart 
from small numbers of a variety of terns (Common, Sooty, 
Bridled, Roseate, Little, Crested, Lesser Crested and White- 
winged Black) birds were mostly few and far between, 
sometimes with only three or four in an hour. A Long-tailed 
Jaeger was the first of five that we saw for the trip, but attention 
was taken by our first sighting of a Matsudaira's Storm-Petrel 
(a large all dark storm-petrel except for paler upper inner 
coverts with a forked tail that could only sometimes be seen). 
I missed it while looking at the jaeger, but they were to prove 
common later in the trip. Two large mainly dark birds were 
first thought to be Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, but later opinion 
leaned strongly towards the possibility of Herald Petrels, but 
identification was never confirmed. The next highlight was a 
Tahiti Petrel (a large, distinctive and very attractive petrel that 
is rarely recorded in WA waters). We saw three or four more 
during the day and about 20 for the trip. The water depth was 
generally 100-300 m, and over the deeper waters we saw our 
first Bulwer's Petrels (a similar length to Matsudaira's but 
with pointed tail and wider wing span). A bird believed to be 
a Jouanin's Petrel (which would be the first Australian record 
of this NW Indian Ocean species which is slightly larger than 
Bulwer's and darker coverts) was seen, but confirmation will 
need to wait until a submission is made to the RAOU Records 
Appraisal Committee. We approached Scott Reef in the mid 
afternoon. The light played tricks in the heat. We could see 
Scott Reef from a distance as if it was above the horizon, but 
it disappeared as we got closer until we got close enough to 
see it directly. What first appeared to be oil rigs from a distance 
proved to be Indonesian fishing boats which are permitted to 
fish and collect along the reef. The main reef is long and 
covered at high tide, plus there is a small sandy island with a 
small structure. As we got close there were small numbers of 
terns and Common Noddies which included at least two Black 
Noddies (clearly smaller and darker with whiter caps). The 
reef forms an excellent sheltered area to anchor and we stayed 
overnight. 

We left early on day three. The aim was to spend the day 
in deep water, over 2000 m in places, before heading for 
Ashmore Reef. We passed the sand island where an Eastern 
Reef Egret and a Ruddy Turnstone were seen, along with the 
tracks up the beach of turtles that use the island to lay their 
eggs. It wasn't long before we saw more Matsudaira's Storm- 
Petrels in waters up to 300 m. In the deeper water they were 
replaced by Bulwer's Petrels. They were mainly individuals 
and we saw between two and about 15 per hour and many 
more than 50 for the day. We stopped the boat on a few 
occasions to try to attract them close to the boat to obtain 
photographs, but they were not interested. Some Red-tailed 
Tropicbirds sitting on the surface were good to see, plus we 
saw a few more Tahiti Petrels and Long-tailed Jaegers. There 
were not many terns, but a group of three terns that were clearly 
different proved to be Black-naped (which is only the second 
WA record). We also stopped for a Nautilus floating on the 
surface but it was only an old shell which contained a 
minuscule baby octopus. In the late afternoon we stopped the 
engine and set a slow course towards Ashmore Reef. 

We approached Ashmore early the next morning. We saw 
a few more Bulwer's Petrels before the depth of the water 
decreased quickly. The numbers of Brown Boobies and 
Common Noddies flying from the direction of Ashmore 
increased. One flight of Brown Boobies included a Red-footed 

Booby. A Tahiti Petrel within sight of Ashmore was unusual. 
As we got close the feeding flocks of Common Noddies 
included at least five more Black Noddies. We contacted the 
'caretaker' at Ashmore Reef who was very helpful until he 
asked if we were a charter boat. Apparently as a private vessel 
we could snorkel and land on the main island with very few 
restrictions, but as a charter vessel we were not permitted to 
do anything without a permit from ANCA (now Environment 
Australia) obtained from Darwin (or possibly Broome) for a 
fee of $2000 per vessel. Private vessels and the Indonesian 
fishing boats that were present have no such requirement. My 
opinion is that there should be one rule for everyone. There 
are three main islands, two of which are seabird breeding 
islands and no access is allowed. The third island has a good 
covering of low trees or bushes which we would have liked to 
check for rare migrants to Australia such as Arcti? Warbler. 
We would have only been ashore for one hour or two hours at 
the most. As we left we saw a mating pair of Flatback Turtles. 

We headed for Cartier Island which is a small atoll south 
east of Ashmore Reef. Cetaceans were common and we saw 
Bottle-nosed Dolphin, Rough-toothed Dolphin and two Melon- 
headed Whales. While we were looking at one group of 
dolphins, two Barn Swallows flew past low to the water. We 
arrived at Cartier Island at about 3:30 pm. One Indonesian 
vessel was present. This is a small sand atoll surrounded by 
coral reef. A few of us went ashore while the others snorkelled. 
We saw a flock of 400 Crested Terns in fresh plumage, but 
there was no other sign of breeding except for one juvenile. 
The other birds seen were ten Ruddy Turnstones, two Common 
Greenshanks, two Lesser Frigatebirds and one Sacred 
Kingfisher. We left shortly after 5 pm for the long trip back to 
Broome and sailed all night. The plan was to return further to 
the east in shallower water generally along the 100 fathom 
mark. 

The next morning was a highlight of the trip. We awoke 
at first light and the sea was almost glassy with very little 
breeze. We very soon saw a group of 14 Matsudaira's Storm- 
Petrels on the surface, but we could not get close without them 
flying. Several Tahiti Petrels were seen and then we saw two 
more Leach's Storm-Petrels. We decided to stop the boat and 
lay down a small slick of fish oil. At first it appeared to be a 
waste of time, and after 20 minutes we had restarted the engine 
but not yet moved when a couple of Matsudaira's approached. 
We stayed for two hours during which several Matsudaira's 
were always present plus at least two Leach's Storm-Petrels 
(possibly the two seen earlier) came in also. They came 
tantalisingly close to the vessel but not at the right time and 
place to allow good photographs. Other birds seen included a 
few more Tahiti Petrels, ten Whimbrels migrating almost on 
the surface and five Fork-tailed Swifts also flew quite low 
close by. We continued shortly after 8 am. The birds were 
generally scarce except for regular sightings of Matsudaira's 
(at least 50 for the day), one more Long-tailed Jaeger and two 
more Bulwer's Petrels. It became more interesting later in the 
afternoon when we were very roughly about 80 krn west of 
Adele Island. We started to see more Brown Boobies, 
accompanied by one Masked Booby, and an increase again in 
the number of terns. One mixed feeding flock included a few 
Streaked Shearwaters although they were a fair distance from 
the boat, and another included a Hutton's Shearwater. A couple 
of Wilson's Storm-Petrels provided some interest before the 
excitement of the sighting of a bird thought to be a Swinhoe's 



Storm-Petrel (roughly a smaller version of Matsudaira's) but 
this would be the first Australian record of this species that is 
known to occur in the NW Pacific and the northern Indian 
Ocean but believed to migrate much further to the west than 
where we were. This requires a submission to the RAOU 
Records Appraisal Committee before it can be confirmed. 
Cetaceans were another highlight of the day with sightings of 
Spinner, Bottle-nosed and Rough-toothed Dolphins and two 
probable Bryde's Whales, and sea snakes were again quite 
common along with many flying fish. We again travelled 
throughout the night. 

The last day began north west of the Lacepede Islands. 
The landtsea breeze had returned and conditions were again 
very choppy. The day started slowly with many Brown 
Boobies, Common Noddies and terns. We passed well west 
of the Lacepede Islands over a sand bank as shallow as 6 m. 
Wilson's Storm-Petrel was again quite common (about 20 for 
the day), and three more Black-naped Terns were seen. As the 
water deepened to 35 m we saw another three Humpback 
Whales. We started to see good sized flocks of terns and Brown 
Boobies with Hutton's Shearwaters mixed in. The Hutton's 
Shearwater breeds in New Zealand and a lot still needs to be 
learned about its migration and whether perhaps some young 
birds remain in this area for their first couple of years. We 
saw at least 100 during the morning. We saw a feeding flock 
of about 1000 Roseate Terns in the distance roughly west of 
James Price Point. We arrived back at the Broome port at 
6 pm. The moving sensation of the rolling boat stayed with 
me for the rest of the night. 

Special thanks go to the captain and crew of the 'Jodi 
Anne 11'. The food was sensational. Special thanks also go to 
Tony Palliser for organising the trip, and to the other 
participants from whom I learnt a lot more about seabirds, 
seabirding and running pelagic trips. I would highly 
recommend a similar trip provided there is someone 
experienced enough to identify the species seen. A similar 
trip in April to monitor the return migration would result in 
more information being learnt about this area, but the risk of 
cyclones at this time could be a problem. 

Frank O'Connor 

COLLARED SPARROWHAWK BEHAVIOUR 
In my garden at Wannamal I observed interactions between 

a Collared Sparrowhawk and a New Holland Honeyeater. 
Seeing the New Holland on a flowering Grevillea obtusifolia 
the Collared Sparrowhawk flew to perch on a dead branch 
nearby, as the honeyeater, seeing the danger, took refuge in 
the dense branches of a group of Hypocalymma angustifolium 
next to the G. obtusifolia. 

After being eyed for some time, the New Holland, though 
obviously unapproachable, appeared to decide on flight and 
it was easily able to reach the even denser lower branches of 
the Eremophila nivea before the raptor, despite immediate 
chase. 

After about a minute the sparrowhawk struggled out of 
the E. nivea branches, fluttered heavily over the driveway and 
settled on top of a Grevillea thelemanniana about 50 cm from 
the ground. There it spread itself out in a sunning position and 
remained for nearly five minutes before departing to preen in 
a nearby tree. 

Bruce Buchanan 

CALLS OF THE RESTLESS FLYCATCHER 
The most common cuckoo in the Wannamal area is the 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. Its introductory 'upward' call can 
sound similar to those of a Restless Flycatcher. However the 
Restless Flycatcher call is reputed by E J Christian{quoted in 
Boles (1988) to be "never repeated more than three times in 
succession" (p 34 1)). 

This comment is apparently endorsed by the usual field 
guides. Pizzey shows a triple call "chewee, chewee, chewee", 
both Slater guides a double call "tu-whee, tu-whee", as do 
Serventy and Whittell, "kheer, kheer", and Simpson and Day 
"zoo-wee, zoo-wee". 

Having never myself heard more than three of these calls 
in a sequence, when I heard a Restless Flycatcher call four 
times in sequence I concluded (grudgingly) that I had mistaken 
the call for that of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. 

About a week later while doing a little garden tidying I 
heard the call of a Restless Flycatcher. It flew over my head 
and settled on a branch in the open about 25 m away. It was 
clearly a Restless Flycatcher to the eye. The bird then 
proceeded to give the "chewee" call four times. I promptly 
examined the bird through my binoculars (all bird observers 
garden with them) and indeed the bird was as I had thought -
an apparently normal Restless Flycatcher. 

The bird remained on the branch while I watched it sing. 
The calls, with clear pauses between each sequence were 3,4, 
5 ,5,4,6,3.  It flew to another tree nearby and emitted another 
sequence of 4 ,3 ,5 ,6 ,5  before flying off. About a week later 
I heard a Restless Flycatcher (? same bird) give another series 
3 , 3 , 4 , 6 , 5 , 5 , 3 .  

Apparently more than three "chewee" calls in a sequence 
do occur, but rarely. It is worth listening to Restless Flycatcher 
sequences; long sequences may be more common than has 
been suspected. 
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Bruce Buchanan 

FEEDING INTERACTION WITH DOLPHINS 
- Bottlenose Dolphins, Tursiops truncatus are frequently 

found feeding in the Peel Inlet and Mandurah Estuary. Groups 
vary in size and are sometimes accompanied by calves. One 
of the feeding strategies employed by the dolphins is to chase 
schools of fish into the shallow waters that fringe the Inlet. 
This may well be one cause for their local strandings. The 
pursuit is carried out with speed. The dolphins rapidly twist 
and turn as they follow the fish in towards the beach. The 
whole exercise churns up the water and causes some 
commotion. 

It was interesting to see how some Australian Pelicans, 
Pelecanus conspicillatus responded to these events. 



On 26 October 1996 the following behaviour was 
observed twice on the Mandurah Estuary. 

The dolphins' feeding activity had caught the attention of 
nearby pelicans which came flying over. They landed on the 
water and positioned themselves in single file between the 
dolphins and the beach. The dolphins in their efforts to catch 
the fish would drive these towards the pelicans who were 
perfectly placed for interception. 

The Australian Pelican, ever the opportunistic feeder, 
seemed to have discovered another convenient food source, 
although how productive this feeding method was remained 
unclear. 

After a while the dolphins moved off, in the direction of 
the Mandurah Estuary Bridge. The pelicans followed and 
continued to maintain their parallel position between the 
feeding dolphins and the beach. 

The pelicans obviously took advantage of the dolphins' 
feeding behaviour but was there a reciprocal benefit? 'The 
pelicans may have in turn acted as a barrier that forced the 
trapped fish back towards the dolphins thereby improving their 
catch rate. 

A few weeks earlier similar behaviour had been noted in 
Sticks Channel where pelicans were seen to form a semi-circle 
around a feeding dolphin. 

Marcus Singor 

FAIRY-WRENS AT HERDSMAN LAKE 
Over the eleven years that we have been birdwatching at 

Herdsman Lake there has been continuous improvement in 
the size and condition of eucalypt woodlands and paperbark 
thickets around the lake and in stands of the native rush 
Baumea articulata. 

For the last several years we have been expecting to see 
Splendid Fairy-wrens colonising the lake from the population 
in Bold Park, but apart from two possible sightings of brown 
fairy-wrens on the north-eastem side about two and three years 
ago we have been disappointed. 

It was therefore with great pleasure that we saw not one 
but (probably) two family parties of fairy-wrens on January 19, 
1997. However, they were not Splendid Fairy-wrens but 
Variegated, with a fully coloured male and two brown birds 
near the boardwalk from the environment centre and a coloured 
male and one probable female near The Lane north of Floreat 
Waters. 

Peter Curry (Curry 198 1) did not record any fairy-wrens 
during his monthly surveys of this lake from April 1980 to 
May 198 1, and the only published reference we can find is to 
Red-winged Fairy-wrens last seen at Herdsman Lake in 1901. 
However, Serventy (1 948) referred to Red-winged Fairy-wrens 
being seen in thickly vegetated gullies at Scarborough, just 
west of Herdsman Lake, by L. J. McHugh in 1943 and on 
several occasions between then and 1948. We do not believe 
the fairy-wrens we saw were Red-winged. The males had a 
quite deep purple-blue crown and the females or young birds 
had bright orange-brown bills and lores. 

It is hard to believe that Splendid Fairy-wrens did not 
originally occur at Herdsman Lake but we can find no specific 
reference to them doing so. In any case, of the two fairy-wrens 
occurring in Bold Park it is the Variegated which has made 
the first move across to the environs of the Lake. 

None of Alexander (1921), Serventy (1948) or Curry 
(1 98 1) ever recorded this species at Herdsman Lake or on the 

Swan coastal plain at all, although it is listed by Glenn Storr 
and Ron Johnstone as occurring in coastal vegetation as far 
south as Swanbourne and "casual" at several places on the 
banks of the Swan River (Storr and Johnstone 1988). 

Nevertheless, perhaps it is not surprising that of the three 
possible species of fairy-wrens it is the Variegated which has 
colonised Herdsman Lake first. Certainly the population in 
Bold Park seems to have expanded from the western edge of 
the Park right across to near the eastern edge (from which 
Splendid Fairy-wrens have gone) and it seems to be 
comparatively tolerant of urban conditions provided patches 
of suitable habitat occur. 
References: 
Alexander, W. B. (1 921). The birds of the Swan River District, 

Western Australia. Emu 20, 149. 
Curry, P. (1981). A Survey of the birds of Herdsman Lake; 

1980-1981.Bulletin 105, Department of Conservation and 
Environment, Perth, Western Australia. 

Serventy, D. L. (1948). The birds of the Swan River District 
Western Australia. Emu 47, 241-286. 

Storr, G. M and Johnstone, R. E. (1988). Birds of the Swan 
Coastal Plain and adjacent seas and islands. Records of 
the Western Australian Museum, Supplement no. 28. 

John and Judy Blyth 

OASIS IN THE WHEATBELT 
It was a beautiful spring morning and the temperature was 

already nearing 30°C as we stood in the lush green Banksia 
woodland of the Morgan property near Toodyay. Today was 
to be my inaugural Birds on Farms census of this property, for 
the RAOU's national Birds on Farms Project. This beautiful 
property contains a large complement of habitats, including 
two large brackish lakes, Banksia woodland and woolybush 
heathland. The highlight, however, is a stunning area of natural 
shrubland which has never been grazed and was aglow with 
purple flowering verticordias, red grevilleas, yellow hibbertias 
and a plethora of other native plants, which are doubtless of 
enormous conservation value. 

Splendid Fairy-wrens - abundant on 
Mr. Roger Morgan's property near Toodjay. 

Drawn by Judy Blyth 
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Bird wise, this property is equally sensational, the habitat 
diversity producing a similarly diverse assemblage of birds. 
Raptors were frequently sighted soaring in the thermals high 
above the woodlands and heathlands, and sightings included 
numerous Nankeen Kestrels and a Black-shouldered Kite. 
Numerous flocks of parrots were also sighted, including 
Australian Ringnecks, Galahs, Short-billed Black-Cockatoos 
and Little Corellas. All habitats produced an abundance of 
both Brown and Singing Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebirds, 
while Willie Wagtails were often seen flitting around the 
heathland areas. 

The large tracts of Woolybush (Adenanthos cygnorum) 
abounded with families of Splendid Fairy-wrens and 
Silvereyes. Small flocks of Yellow-rumped Thornbills were 
often seen chasing each other from tree to tree in the early 
morning light. A walk through the Banksia woodlands often 
flushed a Crested Pigeon and, on occasion, a Laughing Turtle- 
Dove. 

The woodlands resounded to the whip-crack calls of 
Rufous Whistlers, which were often accompanied by the 
distinctive "chirring" of Rainbow Bee-eaters on the fringes. 

Perhaps most interesting, however, were the large brackish 
lakes on the property. Although not part of the survey, these 
were surveyed for personal interest. Clouds of Tree Martins 
soared above the lakes, often returning to the large dead 
eucalypts in the middle of the lake, in which they appeared to 
be nesting. A canoe trip across the tranquil waters of the lake 
also showed that a pair of Nankeen Kestrels were nesting in 
one of the many dead trees, and the property owner pointed 
out a large stick nest which he believes is used by Little Eagles. 
Aside from these birds, the shores were covered with Red- 
kneed Dotterels and Black-winged Stilts, the latter of which 
apparently also breed there and are resident all year. Australian 
Shelducks, Darters, Black-faced Woodswallows, Grey Teal, 
Pacific Black Ducks, White-winged Trillers and Rainbow Bee- 
eaters were also observed at the lake. 

Perhaps most interesting, however, was the observed 
presence and breeding of the Silver Gull at the lake. Three 
individuals were observed, displaying aggressive behaviour 
as we neared them. It was revealed by the property owner that 
these gulls had been on the property since he purchased it five 
years ago. In that time, he has recorded them nesting, and 
knows the whereabouts of at least one nest. Last year, the gulls 
laid two eggs, both of whlch failed to hatch. This year, one 
egg was hatched, and the property owner has photographs of 
the egg and chick. 

This is especially interesting in that Silver Gulls have 
rarely been recorded as breeding inland, and this may represent 
a significant extension of known breeding range (Mike 
Bamford, pers. com., 1996). The property owner is concerned 
with the domineering behaviour of the gulls and has asked 
whether the nests and birds should be destroyed. There is no 
simple answer to this, but I have currently recommended that 
they are left alone, until further advice is sought. 

As we walked back to the car to the warbling of Magpies 
in a nearby paddock, we also observed a curious Grey 
Butcherbird. With that final sighting, ended a superb day of 
twitching on a beautiful wheatbelt property. This area will no 
longer be used for any intensive farming, and hopefully will 
continue to attract birds back. In an otherwise quite degraded 
wheatbelt, this oasis of green provided a haven for bird life 
and was an enjoyable place to spend a balmy spring day. Many 

thanks to Mr. Roger Morgan for allowing me to survey his 
property, and for being part of the Birds on Farms Project. 

Robert Davis 

MORE ON GALAHILITTLE CORELLA HYBRIDS 
In the March 1996 issue of WABN (No 77), I wrote about 

GalahILittle Corella hybrids at Point Walter Reserve in 
December 1995. On Saturday 9 November 1996 I saw a mixed 
pair -possibly the same or another -with two young at the 
same location. Both parents were seen feeding both young 
and at times they were able to be approached quite closely. 
Characteristics of both parents were again noticeable in the 
young and as some features are different from last year I list 
them below: 

Back: lighter grey than the adult Galah. 
Cheek patches: coral coloured. 
Chest and breast: a mottled greylwhite obviously more 
similar to the Little Corella but still quite unusual. 
Crest: coral coloured with a shape similar to that of the 
Little Corella. 
Eye: dark like the Little Corella. 
Eye skin: pale grey similar to the Galah. 
Throat: coral coloured. 
Undertail: vent coral coloured, tail grey. 
In flight: leading edge of underwing pink, remainder grey; 
upperwing light grey. 

Although the young spent some time on the ground they 
were mostly being fed by their parents. The overriding 
impression I had of the young was of an 'oversized' Cockatiel. 

Peter Sandilands 

ALBINISM IN WESTERN SPINEBILL 
The last issue of WA Bird Notes (No. 81, p. 11) included 

a photograph (by John and Jeanette Hyndes) of a partially 
albino Western Spinebill, taken at Lake Monjingup near 
Esperance in August 1996. 

Interestingly, this was the same area where I saw a white- 
crowned Western Spinebill on October 31, 1994. Time did 
not permit a photograph, but maybe it was the same bird. 

Jenny Walton 

BLACK SILVER GULL AT SAFETY BAY 
On January 16 1997, I saw a completely black Silver Gull 

(Larus novaehollandiae) on Tern Island in Safety Bay. I was 
using Nikon 9 x 3 0  binoculars and watched the bird closely, 
on and off, for two hours between 3 and 5 pm. It appeared, 



from observations of behaviour and eye colour, to be an adult 
bird. 

I was able to obtain photographs of the black gull, 
including the one shown here, by feeding it with bread. It 
manifested feeding and aggressive behaviour 'normal' for 
Silver Gulls. 

Bob Goodale 

Editors' Note: there have been a number of reports, 
including photographs, of melanistic Silver Gulls from beaches 
around Perth, but this is the first we have heard of which is so 
completely dark. It seems to have reached adulthood 
successfully, so the evolutionary penalty for being black instead 
of silver has not yet been paid. It would be interesting to know 
if it breeds successfully. 

ANOTHER NIGHT PARROT SEARCH 
Since the release by the W. A. Department of Conservation 

and Land Management (CALM) in mid-1995 of a leaflet 
seeking reports of sightings of Night Parrots from members 
of the public, about 30 reports have been received. On the 
basis of these, and in an opportunistic fashion, field searches 
have been carried out in apparently suitable habitats at five 
locations in the southern goldfields and eastern wheatbelt in 
approximately the last twelve months. Despite a major RAOU 
campout in the Lake King area in response to reports from 
there, about 70 vehicle hours of spotlighting and a similar 
amount of daylight searching, these trips have been 
unsuccessful in finding Night Parrots. 

Adding recent reports to historical ones suggested that 
the remote area between Nullaginemewman to the west and 
the Canning Stock Route, east of the Rudall River National 
Park, to the east merited field investigation. In particular, we 
had received a rather convincing report from the Canning Stock 
Route, dated June 8th 1996, which was almost in the middle 
of a cluster of three historical reports. 

An expedition to investigate this area was conducted 
between the 12th and 29th of November 1996. Personnel 
involved were John Blyth, Allan Burbidge, Jim Rolfe and Peter 
Kendrick (all CALM), volunteer Allen Savage and Walter 
Boles (Australian Museum, Sydney). The expedition was 
funded largely by CALM with assistance from the 'Australian 
Geographic-Australian Museum Night Parrot Fund'. 

The main aims of the trip were to confirm unequivocally 
the existence of Night Parrots and learn the best ways to find 
them, as well as to conduct as much opportunistic research as 
possible if the species was found. 

On the basis of historical reports we assumed that Night 
Parrots visit waterholes at night during hot weather, and we 
concentrated on mist-netting, listening and spotlighting around 
isolated waterholes, at six sites of, or close to, previous 
sightings. The weather certainly met our requirements, with 
daytime maxima never less than 40°C for the whole eighteen 
days we were away ! 

Field activities were concentrated at night, especially the 
first four hours after sundown and one or more tape recorders 
were run for at least this period at each place of surveillance. 
A total of 78 person-hours of mist-netting, 120 hours of sound 
recording, and eight person hours of spotlighting were 
conducted. Throughout the trip daytime searching (about 80 
person-hours) was also carried out to detect potential hiding 
places for Night Parrots, for feathers around the edges of water 

and waterholes and in the nests of other birds, and for feathers 
and other remains around the roosts of birds of prey. 

Unfortunately, the main aim of the expedition was not 
achieved. No Night Parrots were seen, no feathers likely to be 
from Night Parrots were found and no unidentified calls which 
could have been made by Night Parrots were heard or recorded. 

Nevertheless, we made many interesting observations of 
other birds in the arid zone, at a time of year in which such 
survey is rarely conducted (see other stories in this edition). 
Perhaps more importantly, the experience will be of help in 
designing any future searches for Night Parrots. 

The failure to find our quarry was disappointing but not 
unexpected. It is a secretive, well camouflaged nocturnal bird, 
living in remote places in a habitat potentially available over 
half of Australia. On the other hand, while we do not know of 
any ornithologists who believe that the Night Parrot is totally 
extinct, all of the indications are that it is very uncommon and 
highly threatened. We will continue to seek resources to keep 
searching. 

John Blyth, Allan Burbidge and Walter Boles 

BARN SWALLOW NEAR CANNING STOCK ROUTE 
At Kunawarratji (an Aboriginal settlement about 5 km 

from Well 33 in the Great Sandy Desert), at about 9.00 am on 
16 November 1996, we watched a swallow and about six Tree 
Martins flying through and near a spray of water from a leaking 
pipe. 

The swallow was noticeably dark-throated and overall 
more contrasting in its markings than a Welcome Swallow. It 
had a glossy blue-black back, a deep rufous throat enclosed 
with a black line, white belly (unlike the Welcome Swallow, 
in which the belly is greyish-white), long forked tail perhaps 
slightly longer than in a Welcome Swallow, tail spots bright 
white and more prominent than in a Welcome Swallow, and 
the underwing coverts dull white making the underwing appear 
noticeably two-toned. We did not notice rufous on the 
forehead, despite looking for it. 

'The swallow appeared appreciably larger than the 
accompanying Tree Martins. We watched it in bright sunlight 
for about 10 minutes. It was swooping through and hovering 
rather awkwardly in the spray of water. It re-appeared about 
20 minutes later, for about five minutes. Shortly after, two or 
three Fairy Martins were also seen. The bird was seen again 
briefly at the same place on each of the next two days. 
Maximum daily temperatures were in excess of 40°C 
throughout this period. 

We concluded that the swallow was a Barn Swallow 
(Hirundo rustica). This appears to be the first record of this 
species for inland Western Australia. Apart from a few records 
at Kununurra, which is on a major river system and less than 
100 km from the coast, the only other record we are aware of 
for inland Australia is a report of small numbers of birds seen 
by Roger Jaensch in early 1995 at a stock dam south-east of 
Elliot, on the Barkly Tableland, Northern Territory. He saw 
four birds on 4-6 January and eight birds on 30 January, at 
No. 7 Bore, Barkly Stock Route, Newcastle Waters pastoral 
lease (17"43.8'S, 133" 42.3'E). The birds were flying low 
over open ground and the dam; on the second visit, they 
appeared to be drinking from the dam. This site is about 
360 km from the nearest coast (Gulf of Carpentaria) and about 
600 km from Kununurra. Our record is nearly 500 km further 
south and is about 500 km from the nearest coast at Eighty 
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Mile Beach near Broome. All three observers have seen Barn 
Swallows previously and are familiar with Welcome Swallows. 

Thanks to the Kunawarratji people for allowing us access 
to the community. 

Allan Burbidge, John Blyth and Walter Boles 

INTERESTING OBSERVATlONS IN THE WESTERN 
DESERTS 

During a two-week expedition to the western deserts 
(Great Sandy, Little Sandy and Gibson Deserts) and eastern 
Pilbara in the second half of November 1996, we observed 
about 70 bird species. The main aim of the expedition was to 
search for Night Parrots (see report elsewhere in this issue). 
Although we saw no signs of Night Parrots, we did make a 
number of interesting observations on other species. The 
following are of particular interest. 
Australasian Grebe 

One or several were seen on at least three pools at Desert 
Queens Bath, Rudall River National Park and twelve at 
Coolbro Creek, north of Rudall River National Park. Storr 
(1981) lists this species as scarce in Northeastern Interior, 
previously recorded only at Gregory Lake and Rudall River. 
Black-breasted Buzzard 

One was seen soaring over Coolbro Creek. This is 
consistent with Storr's (1981) view of the species as scarce in 
this region with widespread sightings of single birds. 
Grey Falcon 

One at Carrowina Pool, Balfour Downs Station, East 
Pilbara. Storr (1984) lists it as being scarce in the Pilbara, 
recorded mainly from coastal plains. 
Peregrine Falcon 

A pair was seen at Desert Queens Bath, Rudall River 
National Park. A roost (nest?) site in a cave had many remains 
of Galah, Budgerigar and Australian Ringneck, as well as those 
of Cockatiel, Common Bronzewing, Pacific Black Duck and 
an unidentified medium-sized passerine. Also, one bird was 
seen at Coolbro Creek. Storr (1981) referred to the status of 
Peregrine Falcon in the Northeastern Interior as uncertain with 
only three single records. 
Australian Bustard 

Several at Gregory Creek, East Pilbara, and tracks at Well 
33 airstrip, near the Canning Stock Route. Signs at several 
other places of birds having been killed. Not uncommon in 
either the Pilbara or the Northeastern Interior Regions 
according to Storr (198 1, 1984). 
Wood Sandpiper 

One at Coolbro Creek. This is well south of the single 
record from Northeastern Interior at Gregory Lake, listed by 
Storr (1981). 
Common Sandpiper 

l b o  at Coolbro Creek. This is well south of the only other 
record listed by Storr (1981) from the Northeastern Interior 
of three birds at Sturt Creek. Also reported by Fletcher (1971) 
from the Rudall River. 
Bush Stone-curlew 

Heard at night at Well 34 on the Canning Stock Route, 
Coolbro Creek and Carrowina Pool. Storr (1981) refers to 
only one record from Northeastern Interior, that of Fletcher 
(197 1) from Rudall River in December 1970. 
Oriental Plover 

Ten or twelve in savannah woodland with much bare 
ground at Gary Junction, Gibson Desert. Storr (1981) refers 

only to possible regular summer visits to the Gregory Lake 
area and to a single bird recorded at Well 31 on the Canning 
Stock Route in 1930. 
Red-kneed Dotterel 

One immature at Coolbro Creek. Storr (198 I )  refers only 
to two records from the far northeast of the Northeastern 
Interior. 
Fork-tailed Swift 

One seen near Well 33, Canning Stock Route. There are 
very few records from desert areas. Storr (1981) refers to only 
two records from the Northeastern Interior of WA. 
Sacred Kingfisher 

Although Storr (1984) lists it as common in the Pilbara 
Region, our sighting at Coolbro Creek is north of the 
southwestern watercourses (Rudall River and Talawana Creek) 
referred to by Storr (1981) as the only places of occurrence in 
the Northeastern Interior. 
Striated Grasswren 

Near Carrowina Pool only; several birds seen over about 
25 ha. This is at the eastern extremity of the range given by 
Storr (1984) for the Pilbara sub-species. 
Barn Swallow 

One bird at Kunawarratji (near Well 33). Apparently not 
recorded in desert areas before (eg. Storr 1981). See elsewhere 
in this issue for details. 
Tree Martin 

At least six birds at water at Kunawarratji, surrounded by 
sandy desert. Storr (1981) refers to it as being rare in desert 
areas and in the Northeastern Interior confined to the relatively 
well-watered and well-wooded southwest. 
References: 
Fletcher, T. (1971) Birds of the Rudall River, Western 

Australia. The Bird Observer 470, 4-5. 
Storr, G.M. 198 1. Birds of the Northeastern Interior of Western 

Australia. Records of the Western Australian Museum 9, 
65-99. 

Storr, G.M. 1984. Birds of the Pilbara Region, Western 
Australia. Records of the Western Australian Museum, 
Supplement. No. 16. 

Allan Burbidge, John Blyth and Walter Boles 

WEST COAST EAGLES 
In early December 1996 we were walking in the State 

Forest between Kalamunda and Mundaring and had reached 
a point about 2 krn north of the Dell where there were extensive 
views over the Helena Valley. We stopped to admire this view 
and after a few minutes were disturbed by a large bird rising 
from the bush about 10-15 m in front of us, flying slowly across 
the track and virtually drifting to perch in the top of a tree 
about 70-80 m away. It was a Wedge-tailed Eagle and from 
its very dark plumage assumed to be an adult. We stopped on 
the track and with binoculars watched the bird watching us. 
After several minutes we were surprised to see a second, then 
a third eagle rise from the same patch of bush, again flying 
very slowly across the track, but then to rise and fly north 
over the valley. These two birds were a lighter colour and a 
honey brown underneath, appearing to be juveniles. We stayed 
in the area for a few more minutes with the adult still watching 
from its tree, but did not examine the bush area as we assumed 
that they had been feeding and did not wish to disturb them 
any more. The adult was still in its tree when we finally walked 
down the track to the river. 

It 
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An hour later, from a clearing on the valley floor, we saw 
an eagle land in a tree on a ridge overlooking the river, 
presumably one of 'our' family. This site was less than a 
kilometre from the previous sighting. 

We are pleased to report a family of Wedge-tailed Eagles, 
and presumed evidence of local breeding, only 22 km from 
central Perth. 

Bob Fergie and Bob Sammells 

)I(CrosswGd~ii 8 byPam Agar 111 

Clues Across 
3. 	 It bobs frequently . . . it's probably a sandpiper. 
5. 	 Long, sharp claw. 
6. 	 Small, finch-like bird. 
8. 	 First two letters of the genus to which the Darter belongs. 
9. 	 Title of RAOU publication. 
13. Contents equal delicacy to a fox! 
14. Season which waders avoid in Siberia. 
15. The smallest migrant wader. 
16. Damming it provided a haven for waterbirds. 
18. May be a distinguishing feature between two similar 

species. 
21. If a cormorant dived from a height, one would think it 

this. 
23. A pinnacle of this may be a perch for a Brown Booby. 
25. A pardalote may make a tunnel in the bank of one. 
27. First three letters of the genus of the Crested Bellbird. 
28. Term of agreement. 
29. A Willy Wagtail may make a nest on a . . . branch than a 

Magpie. 
30. An Owlet-Nightjar could be flushed . . . of an old mine- 

shaft. 
3 1. Conspicuously coloured ring round neck. 
32. It may not be conspicuous but a bird definitely has one. 
35. It's easy to make one, no matter how experienced. 
36. Scavenging seabird, likely to steal another's prey. 
37. A dotterel of this species has a red one. 
38. A young owl. 
39. Means of identification for large birds. 

Clues Down 
1. 	 Streaked. 
2. 	 Small, green parrot of WA farmlands. 
3. 	 These two Kimberley visitors are almost impossible to 

differentiate in the field. 
4. 	 Birds' best friend or worst enemy? 
6. 	 Type of tree, commonly associated with Red-headed 

Honeyeaters. 
7. 	 Regularly seen among Broome waders as well as along 

the WA coast. 
10. The last confirmed sighting of a Paradise Parrot was about 

74 years . . . 
11. Essential equipment for birdwatchers. 
12. A small cuckoo-shrike. 
17. After this, one is more likely to see owls. 
19. Would you be likely to find a Ground Parrot on Rottnest 

Island? 
20. Young birds require frequent meals to do this. 
21. Both the Yellow and Olive-backed are found in the 

Kim berley. 
22. Small wader. 
24. Migratory birds often return to the same one each year. 
25. Just the shadow of a raptor may make a mouse do this. 
26. First part of current name for the Black-backed Gull. 
3 1. Secretive ground dweller of rivers and swamps. 
33. May make it difficult to locate birds by calls. 
34. Black and white. 

A WORLD RECORD 
The Victorian Wader Study Group of the V O U  has 

captured a juvenile Common Tern that has flown ov& 26 000 
km from its nest in Finland. This is believed to be the longest 
documented journey of any bird in the world. 

The tern was caught on 24th January this year on a beach 
near the RAOU's Rotamah Island Bird Observatory on the 
Gippsland Lakes. It was banded as a chick in its nest, on an 
island in a lake in central Finland on 30th June last year. 

The tern averaged an amazing 120 km a day, for every 
day of its life, as it travelled to make this epic trip from Finland. 
Given that it would not have flown until two weeks after 
banding, and it may have taken some time for the bird to grow 
strong enough to make the journey, and also as it cannot be 
assumed that the bird was caught the day it arrived, experts 
believe that its actual speed of travel may have been closer to 
200 km per day. 

Assuming the bird followed the normal migratory route 
of Common Terns from Finland, it flew out into the Atlantic, 
down the coast of Africa, arriving at the normal wintering 
area on the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa. From there it 
was probably caught up in severe southern ocean gales, and 
so followed the route taken by the two recently rescued solo 
sailors. Refuge was found on the Gippsland Lakes beach where 
the bird conservation team were studying birds to determine 
their migratory paths and hence determine which important 
wetland regions need protection. 

The Guinness Book of Records states that the longesr bird 
journey was one made by an Arctic Tern, banded in Russia, 
on the White Sea in July 1955 and found in Fremantle in May 
1956. Assuming it also flew following a coastal route, that 
bird would have travelled approximately 22 500 km. 

Dr. Clive Minton, who leads The Victorian Wader Study 
's 


15 



L 

Group, is excited by this very important find, as it provides 
another small clue in the puzzle about how and why birds 
make these amazing journeys. Dr. Minton says that the 
Common Tern is a graceful sea bird that feeds on small fish, 
and weighs about 120 grams. He was surprised that, given the 
ordeal the bird was subjected to, it was in excellent condition, 
and its weight was normal. 

Victorian Wader Study Group 

Country Groups 

ALBANY BIRD GROUP 

October Outing 
For our October outing we visited 'Windsmere' farm, on 

the corner of Redmond Road and Turner Road off the 
Scotsdale Road about 20 krn NW of Denmark. The owners 
asked us to do a bird list -so that is what we did. A total of 
24 people attended. 

We recorded 28 species on 'Windsmere', including four 
waterbirds and a range of bushbirds including Golden Whistler, 
Scarlet Robin and Splendid Fairy-wren. We observed evidence 
of breeding in three species: Australian Wood Duck, Laughing 
Kookaburra and Tree Martin. 

We also enjoyed the company of Wendy and Clive Napier, 
and felt honoured that they should give us some of their 
precious time. 

November Outing 
On Tuesday 12 November, the Group had a wonderful 

outing to Waychinicup. It is one of my favourite places! 
We stopped at areas along the Cheynes Beach Road, such 

as a swamp and revegetated gravel pit, before we stopped at 
the river crossing. We arrived at Waychinicup in time for a 
walk before lunch. There were 24 people on the outing, lots 
of birds (45 species) and the wildflowers were beautiful. 

Highlights included the Square-tailed Kite and Red- 
winged Fairy-wren..Noisy Scrub-birds, and Western Whipbirds 
were heard. 

Vivian McCormick 

Notices 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following people joined the RAOU (WA Group) 

between 27 October 1996 and 14 January 1997. We look 
forward to meeting you at our excursions and general meetings. 

B. Ah Chee, A. & M. A. Bewsher, A. Boggs, R. Burnett, 
S. Campbell, A. & D. Cavanagh, R. D'Adamo, N. Economo, 
I. Garthwaite, B. Godfrey, K. S. Heaney, C. Keating, A. & M. 
Megan, C. W. Payne, M. Peaty, D. Pentelow, S. Raidal, 
S. Reynolds, G. Sandwell, M. Sherry, J. Spurge, D. Wells, 
J. White, M. Whittington, M. Wickham and I. Williams. 

MEGAPODES: SERIOUS ADVENTURES 
FOR SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION: 

'THE 'THIRD INTERNATIONAL 
MEGAPODE SYMPOSIUM 

The Little Desert Lodge, Nhill, Victoria 
6-8 December 1997 
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The third IMS brings together the world's foremost 
authorities to discuss the latest findings, ideas and issues in 
their conservation, taxonomy and relationships, interactions 
with humans, ecophysiology, evolution and natural history on 
this unique family of birds. 

But it is not going to be just a dull bunch of academics 
talking to each other. This time, we are keen to emphasis the 
personal experiences and adventures of those involved in 
studying these birds in some of the most exciting and remote 
regions of the world. Speakers from the United States of 
America, Europe, Indonesia, Oceania and Australia will be 
coming -with plenty of stories and slides. 

This three day event will include a wide variety of 
presentations, field trips, entertainment and free time to enjoy 
the mallee environment. The location was selected because, 
as well as providing a relaxing and beautiful setting in the 
authentic outback of Australia, it is also the home of one of 
the most unusual megapodes, the Malleefowl. Free-ranging 
yet relatively tame Malleefowl and their enormous incubation 
mounds are a key feature of the Little Desert Lodge. 

Location: Little Desert Lodge, Nhill, Victoria, Australia. All 
attendees will be accommodated in the Lodge or in the nearby 
town of Nhill. A coach will be available to transport people 
from Melbourne to Nhill and return. 

Cost: Registration is $50 ($25 for students, concessions) and 
accommodation (including all meals and entertainment) is 
$130 per day. Nothing else to pay. 

Who: You! This will be a very different style of conference 
relaxed, informative, friendly and full of great stories. 

T H I S  WILL BE A U N I Q U E  EXPERIENCE 

INFORMAL B U T  EXCITING 


R E L A X E D  Y E T  INFORMATIVE 

JOIN US FOR THIS  S P E C I A L  EVENT 


For information and application form write to: 
Dr Darryl Jones 
Megapode Specialist Group 
Faculty of Environmental Sciences 
Griffith University Nathan Queensland 41 11 
Tel: 07 3875 7451 Fax: 07 3875 7459 
Email: D.Jones@ens.gu.edu.au 



BIRD WATCHING AND THE INTERNET 
In the article on this topic in the last issue (WA Bird Notes 

80: 13-14) an address was given for a web page with 
information on the birds of Western Australia (checklists, 
recent sightings, etc.). 

The address for this site has changed. It is now http:// 
cygnus.uwa.edu.au/-austecollbirds.htm1(the old address still 
works for the moment). 

Allan Burbidge 

Observatory Reports 

COURSE REPORT - FOCUS ON BIRDS (SPRING) 
19-26 OCTOBER 1996 AT EYRE 

"A Malleefowl!" Within five minutes of the start of the 
course, these were the words echoed by participants and leader 
alike. What had started off as a gentle introductory bird walk 
through the mallee dissolved as each person tried to get the 
best possible view of this elusive bird which quickly 
disappeared into the scrub. After such a great start expectations 
were heightened although a lack of flowering meant that many 
of the honeyeaters were not present in big numbers. All the 
resident mallee species were around -they were just not quite 
as obvious as our first bird had initially been. 

The following day brought strong winds and higher 
temperatures during which sites near the Eyre Highway were 
visited. A Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike sitting on its nest and 
both Mulga Parrot and Emu with young were the highlights 
here. As it seemed likely that the next day would be even hotter, 
the course schedule was changed to the beach count and a 
coastal site. 

A maximum of 40.5"C ensured that only the beach count 
was completed and the coastal site was put off until later in 
the week. Although large numbers of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, 
Red-necked Stints and Red-capped Plovers were recorded, 
the most unusual bird seen was a Greater Sand Plover. A hot, 
still night followed which saw a massive influx of Old Lady 
Moths into every part of the observatory. 

An earlier start the next day enabled one site on the Roe 
Plain to be completed with most course members obtaining 
good views of Chestnut Quail-thrush. An early return to the 
observatory was appreciated as the temperature rose to 38.5"C. 
By mid-afternoon the sea breeze had come in and the 
temperature had dropped considerably. This enabled another 
site to be covered in the late afternoon where an Inland 
Thornbill was actually observed imitating a Shining Bronze- 
Cuckoo, with the last note in the scale tapering off slightly. 
The cool change did not last and after a spectacular 
thunderstorm to the east of the observatory at dinner time, an 
extremely humid night was endured by all. 

Day three started like the previous one with participants 
rising early to beat the heat. Again one site was covered before 
the temperature rose too high -maximum 32°C. A more 
lasting cool change was experienced about mid-afternoon 
which enabled another site to be completed. Highlights of the 
day were nesting Jacky Winter and Varied Sittella while Brown 
Falcon, Red-capped and Western Yellow Robins and Grey 
Currawong with dependent young were sighted. The cooler 

conditions that night enabled everyone to sleep very soundly 
indeed. 

The next day was cool and blustery as we set off along 
the beach to Twilight Cove not expecting to see too much at 
all. This view was changed for all of us by the sighting of a 
presumed Arctic Tern (details in next edition of WABN) before 
we had covered more than 10 km.Shortly afterwards a White- 
bellied Sea-Eagle was observed flying low over the beach. As 
the vehicles got closer to Twilight Cove a number of groups 
of Emus with young were seen running through the sand dunes 
while a flock of at least 350 Crested Terns was resting on the 
beach. Other interesting sightings were Common Greenshank, 
Common Sandpiper, Bar-tailed Godwit, Sooty Oystercatcher 
and Australasian Gannett. The maximum temperature was 
20°C. 

Similarly cool conditions over the remainder of the course 
kept participants moving although there were no surprises at 
any of the remaining sites. There were interesting birds 
elsewhere however, with the Southern Boobook that lives in 
the observatory roof allowing us good views before heading 
off for a night's foraging. 

One of the most wide-spread birds in Australia, the 
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike, nested at Eyre in 1996. 

Drawn by Judy Blyth 

Species regularly recorded (seven or more sites) were 
Yellow-rumped Pardalote (sub-species of Spotted), White- 
browed Scrubwren, Weebill, Inland Thornbill, Grey 
Butcherbird, Grey Currawong and Australian Raven. Less 
common species recorded included Emu, Brown Falcon, 
Mulga Parrot, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Southern Boobook, 
Jacky Winter, Chestnut Quail-thrush and White-wingedTriller. 
The species seen at the most sites was the Grey Butcherbird 
while the most numerous was the Weebill. Forty-nine species 
of birds, three of mammals and nine of reptiles were recorded 
at the sites. 

This course completes the first seasonal year of data 
gathering. However, the future of the project may be in doubt 
due to uncertainty over Eyre's future. Given that it remains 
open, the next course in the series will be held in Winter 1997 
from 3-9 August. It is not in the new Eyre courses brochure. 

Peter Sandilands 
Course Leader 
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY 
Broome now has its first custom built Osprey nesting 

platform, thanks to a co-operative project between BBO, the 
Broome Shire and Western Power. The story began when a 
pair of ambitious Ospreys began to build a nest on power poles 
in busy Chinatown. This  delighted birdwatcher and 
photographer Phil Joy, who worked opposite, but dismayed 
electricity workers who feared damage to power supplies. The 
nest was regretfully dismantled for safety reasons. We were 
alerted to the problem and contacted staff at  RAOU 
Headquarters who helped us track down some possible designs 
for artificial nesting platforms. Alternative nesting platforms 
erected on Barrow Island, to keep Ospreys from nesting on 
buildings, provided both a suitable model, and proof that they 
were effective. Unfortunately, the whole of Chinatown was 
unsuitable to build the platform, as the area was right on the 
approach to Broome's busy international airport. Meetings, 
letters and financial assistance resulted in an impressive new 
nesting platform at nearby Town Beach to encourage the 
Ospreys to nest at a safer location. Now we will just have to 
wait for nature to take its course and hope that the new site is 
up to scratch. If successful, it will be a great attraction for 
Broome and a happy, safer nesting site for the birds. 

Broome is experiencing one of the best wet seasons for 
many years, with over 430 mm recorded in our gauge for 
DecemberIJanuary. The four cyclones which brought much 
of the rain, passed by without incident but provided us with a 
new species of bird for our list, this time a Franklins Gull, 
Lams pipixcan. This species has only been verified in WA a 
few times and a single bird was seen by George Swann 
(Kimberley Birdwatching) a few kilometres from Broome on 
29 December. The bird was with Silver Gulls, flying between 
a small brackish pool and the rubbish tip and may have been 
blown off its normal migration route. This gull breeds in North 
America and usually migrates to non-breeding areas of Central 
and South America (Higgins and Davies 1996). 

Last November we experienced some extremely hot days, 
which saw the thermometer climb above the mid-forties and 
caused casualties and strange movements of birds seeking 
relief. We received many telephone calls from people who 
had found birds either panting in the shade of verandahs or 
drowned in troughs. Even the Oriental Plovers which seem to 
enjoy standing in full sun on the dusty plains decided it was 
too hot and 400 were counted with some Little Curlews in 
among the other roosting waders in the bay. Also amongst the 
heat-stressed birds were three Fork-tailed Swifts, which were 
found on Helen Macarthur's lawn at Coconut Well. Helen was 
able to rehabilitate two of them by feeding them on insects. 
Never having seen these birds at close hand before she 
wondered how to get food into what seemed such a tiny beak. 
It wasn't until one of the birds took an insect voluntarily, that 
she realised that the apparently tiny bill opened to massive 
proportions -no doubt an adaptation to catching insects at 
high speed on the wing. After a cool, quiet time overnight and 
some more insects and water the birds flew off strongly. 

After more than three marvellous years at BBO we are 
moving on and migrating southwards for our next adventure. 
Chris Hassel and Jan Sparrow are taking over the reins as 
Wardens at BBO, after spending seven months here last year. 
They are both very knowledgeable about the area, are 
extraordinarily keen and are committed to BBO and its future. 
May we take this opportunity to thank all WA Group 

Committee members and other RAOU members, who have 
helped us so much; we very much appreciated the friendship 
and support. 
Reference: 
Higgins, P. J. and Davies. S. J. J. F. ,Editors, (1996). Handbook 

of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds; Volume 
3 Snipe to Pigeons. Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 

John Fallaw and Becky Hayward 

Excursion Reports 

BICKLEY BROOK, 3 November 1996 
On a fine and sunny early summer morning, a group of 28 

members met for a walk at  Bickley Brook led by Bill 
McRoberts. At first the fresh easterly wind was somewhat 
chilly and the shorts wearers were doubting the wisdom of 
their choice of clothing. But as the sun rose higher, so did the 
temperature, so  it wasn't long before ideal conditions 
prevailed. 

For the first part of the walk we split into two groups, the 
first taking a higher route through trees and others along a 
road close to the creek in more open country. The latter area 
was densely vegetated with shrubs and since the Calothamnus 
were in full bloom, it was well populated by Honeyeaters, 
mostly New Holland and Brown. It was also home to many 
Splendid Fairy -wrens. 

The two groups later met up in an area close to the creek 
which provided us with good views of two species of Robins, 
the Scarlet Robins nesting and the White-breasted with a 
juvenile. Also seen were seven species of Honeyeaters, 
including Yellow-plumed and Western Spinebill, four of 
parrots and several other birds before we moved on. 

Some members were pleased to have their first sighting 
of Red-browed Finches which were seen several times. On 
the last occasion one sat up on a bare branch in full view for 
some minutes, together with a male Splendid Fairy-wren. 
resplendent in full breeding plumage. 

In all, a total of 46 species was seen during the morning 
which was a good count, since only one was a waterbird. 

Mavis Norgard 

PlPlDlNNY ROAD, 16 November 
RAOU outings at Pipidinny have, over the past year or 

so, been cursed by bad weather. We have either been drenched 
with rain storms or nearly blown off our feet by near gale 
force winds. November 16 was no exception as, although the 
early morning storms subsided, the winds made birding very 
difficult during the morning. Even so, 14members located 54 
species during the day - some unfortunately in very small 
numbers of individuals and a few species were only heard. 

The sand dunes provided some good sightings in sheltered 
areas of both Splendid and White-winged Fairy-wrens and 
White-browed Scrubwrens. On the other hand, the open heath 
which is generally an excellent place in which to find falry- 
wrens and honeyeaters proved to be a disappointment. The 
birds were present but keeping low in the scrub and could 
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only be heard. 
We looked at the swamp from the top of the escarpment 

to find it dry. We were told that because the nearby pine 
plantations are reaching maturity they are drawing off most of 
the surface water -even Lake McNess in Yanchep Park is an 
inch or so below its normal level. 

After lunch we walked along the tracks in the tuart forest 
to see, for the first time since the fire, at least two pairs of 
Mistletoebirds (the fire had destroyed 95% of the mistletoe). 
During this walk two members found a White-breasted Robin 
- it was seen close to the path and heard calling in thick 
undergrowth. This is our first recording of the species at 
Pipidinny and we wondered whether the birds are using the 
area as a corridor between the south-west and the disjointed 
population at Cockleshell Gully near Jurien Bay, as Allan 
Burbidge reported seeing the species recently in nearby 
Neerabup National Park (see WABN 68:l 1993). 

Bryan Barrett 

WUNGONG GORGEIBUNGENDORE PARK, 30 
November 

Sixteen people gathered at Wungong Gorge on this last 
day of spring, despite overcast skies, and braved the frequent 
and often heavy showers. At first, sightings were few and far 
between, but as the bouts of sunshine increased, the birds 
became more active and keen to show themselves. Male 
Splendid Fairy-wrens looked just that in full breeding plumage 
and the male Red-winged Fairy-wrens were equally attractive. 
Members of the group had been eagerly awaiting the promised 
glimpses of Red-eared Firetails. However, they managed to 
elude us until the end of the walk, as we neared the paddock, 
just a few minutes stroll from the car park. Also in the paddock, 
a couple of Western Rosellas were seen. The White-breasted 
Robins, which are often found at Wungong, chose not to reveal 
themselves, but other birds such as Spotted Pardalotes, Scarlet 
Robins and three Wedge-tailed Eagles more than compensated. 

A total of 36 birds were spotted at Wungong Gorge and 
after lunch over half the group continued on to Bungendore 
Park and were rewarded with a further four species. 

Despite raincoats being pulled on and off continually, we 
enjoyed a pleasant day's birding. Thanks to Bill McRoberts 
for leading the walk and finding the Firetails -eventually! 

Liz Bowles 

KARAKIN LAKE AND DOOPITER SWAMP, 
8 December 

Sunday 8 December gave the 14 members who attended 
an interesting and at times unexpected day's birdwatching. 
We started by finding 30 species in the heathland bordering 
KW Road gravel pits. To our delight, Emus, Regent Parrots, 
Rufous Fieldwrens and Rufous Songlarks were recorded, as 
well as several different honeyeaters and a family group of 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shri kes. 

After an hour we drove on to Lake Karakin to find i t  almost 
dry.However, as sometimes happens, the unexpected occurred. 
There, standing on an exposed mud bank, was a lone immature 
Hooded Plover - a species not recorded here in the last 15 
years. We lunched in the only shade available which was under 
the sparse trees which were unfortunately downwind from a 
very dead sheep! Only 24 species were seen from a list of 65 

which can be found when the lake holds water. 
The afternoon was spent walking along the edge of 

Doopiter Swamp which was full of water and consequently 
held many ducks and other waterbirds besides such interesting 
waders as Red-kneed Dotterels and Wood Sandpipers. In the 
two hours or so spent by the swamp we identified 40 species 
which included seven species of ducks and four species of 
waders. 

A total of 69 species was noted during the day which cwld 
have been very hot if it had not been for the sea breeze which 
kept it at a pleasant temperature. 

Bryan Barrett 

YANCHEP NATIONAL PARK, 11January 
A group of 15 birdwatchers assembled near the koala 

enclosure where about half a dozen coaches disgorged tourists 
eager to see the furry natives. (The meeting place had been 
chosen as an easily recognised point, not as a fringe benefit in 
case of a lack of birds). In fact, flocks of noisy white-tailed 
black-cockatoos (Short-billed or Carnaby's) flew backwards 
and forwards over our heads at the meeting point. 

Led by Barbara Hale, we struck off in a big circle, mostly 
along paths and roads but also through trackless bush, 
including an adventurous scramble down a steep bank into a 
gorge. The weather was bright, sunny, hot and humid, but there 
was a welcome breeze, more noticeable in the shade. 

At 31 the bird count was not remarkable. On the other 
hand, this National Park had not been visited by the RAOU 
for some time, and it was instructive to gain some idea of the 
potential on a not particularly auspicious day for birds. A 
Brown Goshawk appeared a couple of times. At least three 
male Splendid Fairy-wrens showed up; two were in reasonable 
breeding plumage and the third beginning to lose his colour 
for the drab summer season. Weebills, Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills, Kookaburras and Grey Fantails were amongst those 
seen, but the only honeyeaters were New Holland and White- 
cheeked. At the final bird count near the lake, Purple 
Swamphens came up to be fed, while birdwatchers took much- 
needed drinks. 

Brian Wilson 

Coming Events 

Saturday 1 to Monday 3 March - Campout at 
Wilgarup Lake, Manjimup 

This lake and surrounding bushland is on a property owned 
by Mr. and Mrs Eric Phillips, some 15 km north of Manjimup, 
and has been developed into a wildlife sanctuary in cooperation 
with CALM. It is approximately 265 km from Perth. 

This lake was the last-known whereabouts of the Lewin's 
Rail, which is now thought to be extinct in WA. 

Travel via Bridgetown south towards Manjimup. Watch 
for the '15 km to Manjimup' signpost, proceed 200 m,beyond, 
and turn right. Follow the road to the homestead. RAOU signs 
will direct you to the campsite. 

Campers will need to be self-sufficient. A chalet, which 
sleeps 4 (one double and two single rooms) is available at $30 
per person per night -first come first served. However, please 



note the toilet in the chalet will be available to all campers. 
Those wishing to book the chalet should ring Eric direct on 
(097) 71 1517. 

Leader: Bill McRoberts and Bryan Barrett 

Saturday 8 March - Half-day Excursion to Lake 
Coogee 

Meet at 8:30 am on the southern side of Mayor Road, 
Munster (50 m west of Hamilton Road). 

This lake, which has been underrated for birdlife in the 
past, may simply have been overlooked. The species list now 
stands at 98, and recent sightings have included a variety of 
raptors, several Chestnut Teal, and 38 Great Crested Grebes. 

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley 

Sunday 16 March - Full-day Excursion to Flynn 
Road Bushland 

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of Flynn Road and Great 
Eastern Highway, about one kilometre on the Perth-side of 
'The Lakes' turnoff, i.e., the York Road turnoff. 

We'll look at several areas of wandoo woodland, where 
three species of robin are usually seen. 

Leader: Bryan Barrett 

Saturday 22 March - Half-day Excursion to 
Thomson's Lake 

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park off Russell Road, between 
Pearse and Hammond Roads. A good area for bushbirds, 
waders, and waterbirds. 

Leader: Bill McRoberts 

Monday 24 March Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood, 8:00 pm 

Adrian Dandeker of the Australian Customs Service will 
speak to us about wildlife smuggling (of which the smuggling 
of wild birds forms an important part) and the illegal 
importation of narcotics with which such smuggling is linked. 

Friday 28 to Monday 31 March -Easter Campout at 
Esperance, With Extensions to Cape Arid, Peak 
Charles, and Frank Hann National Parks 

This is the best time of the year to visit the Esperance 
region, as temperatures are cooling down and rain has not yet 
arrived. Birds to be seen include Cape Barren Geese, Hooded 
Plovers, Banded Stilts, Southern Emu-wrens, Rufous 
Fieldwrens, Shy Heathwrens, Rock Parrots, Swamp Harriers, 
and Ground Parrots. 

Caravan and camping sites at the Esperance Shire Caravan 
Park (corner Norseman and Goldfields Roads) have been 
tentatively booked. We need to know numbers as soon as 
possible to confirm bookings, as it is Easter. Please phone the 
office (09 383 7749) and register your name and the number 
of people in your party. 

We'll be meeting on Friday night at the caravan park. 
Planned activities at this stage include a visit to Lake Gore to 
survey Hooded Plovers with the Esperance RAOU group, and 
an excursion to Cape Le Grand. A boat trip to the islands off 
Esperance will be available for people wanting to go. On the 
Monday, those with the time can join an extended trip to Cape 
Arid (about 120 km one-way from Esperance) for two nights. 
We'll then return to Perth via Peak Charles and Frank Hann 
National Parks (approximately 180 km north west of 

Esperance). Travel to these national parks is via reasonable 
gravel roads, which should be all right for caravans, but you'll 
need to be self-sufficient, as pit toilets are the only facilities 
available. Water is limited or wholly unavailable. 

Leader: Clive Napier 

Saturday, April 5th - Half Day Excursion to Lake 
Cooloongup, Hillman 

Meet at 8:30 at the car-park on Mandurah Road, a few 
hundred metres north of Kerosene Lane. Should be a good 
area for waders and waterbirds, as this lake is late-drying. 

Leader: Bryan Barrett 

Sunday, April 6th -Full-day Pelagic Seabird Trip 
Meet at Hillary's Boat Harbour at 7 am. We will leave at 

7:30 am, from near 'Underwater World', and return at 4:30 
pm (approximate times). There is a limit of 23 people. The 
cost is $55 per person if the trip is fully booked, otherwise it 
will cost more ($65 each for 19 people). Payment is required 
three weeks before the trip. 

This is a rare treat for RAOU members, and at least 10 
people have already indicated their interest. Therefore, you 
are advised to book as soon as possible by phoning Frank 
O'Connor on 386-5694 or 482-1445. 

Leader: Frank O'Connor 

Sunday, April 13th - Full-day Excursion to Lakes 
Bambun, Nambung, and Mungala, Gingin 

A bus will leave Perth Number 4 Car-park at 8:00 am. 
Aim to return to Perth by 6 pm. The cost of a bus ticket is 
$12-16per person, depending on numbers. Ring Clive Napier 
(332-7265) by April 5th to reserve a seat. This should be an 
interesting day's birding, as these lakes do not dry out. 

For those wishing to travel privately, please phone the 
RAOU office on 383-7749 for directions. 

Leader: Clive Napier 

Wednesday, April 16th - Mid-week Excursion to 
Canning River Regional Park, Wilson 

Meet at 8:00 am at the Kent Street Weir Car-park, near 
the Canning River, to explore the varied birdlife of the Canning 
Wetlands. 

Leader: Mary Vaughan 

Saturday, April 19th -Half-day Excursion to Lake 
Gwelup. 

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park at the corner of Stoneham 
Street and Huntriss Road (north of Karrinyup Road) for an 
opportunity to see both waterbirds and bushbirds. 

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Monday 21 April Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood, 8.00 pm 

Dr Hugo Bekle of the Social Sciences Department at Edith 
Cowan University has done detailed studies on local waterbirds 
and the wetlands, particularly Lake Joondalup, which sustain 
them. Those studies help to answer questions such as why 
particular waterbird species prefer some wetlands to others, 
what movements they make and what their reproductive cycles 
are. 



Friday, April 25th - Sunday, April 27th -Campout at 
Busselton 

Meet at the Kookaburra Caravan Park, 66 Marine Terrace, 
Busselton. Campsites have been tentatively booked; we need 
to know numbers as soon as possible, this being a long 
weekend. Please phone the RAOU office on 383-7749 to make 
your booking. Cost for an unpowered tent site is $6 per person 
per night. If anyone wishes to book an on-site van, the cost is 
$27 for two persons per night. Please book this directly on 
097-52 15 16. The caravan park is just opposite the ocean for 
those evening strolls. We will be visiting the Vasse-Wonnerup 
Estuary, and other diverse areas. 

Leaders: Clive Napier and Sue Abbotts 

Sunday, May 4th -Half-day Excursion to Bayswater 
Bird Sanctuary 

Meet at 8:30 am at the Swan River end of King William 
Street, Bayswater. Parking is available in Slade Road, off King 
William Street. The reserve was created in 1977 by Eric 
Singleton in conjunction with the Bayswater Council. It 
consists of waterways, paved paths (suitable for wheelchairs), 
a bird hide, and an artificial island. Many waterbirds breed in 
the reserve; the total species list is in excess of 100. 

Leader: Gordon Elliot 

Saturday, May 10th - Half-day Excursion to Ellis 
Brook Reserve, Gosnells 

Meet at 8:30 am at the comer of Gosnells Road and Bygum 
Lane, Martin. This interesting site for bush birds, close to Perth, 
may have some species not often seen in the metropolitan area. 

Leader: Les Harris 

Wednesday, May 15th - Mid-week Excursion to 
Bickley Brook Reservoir 

Meet at 8:30 am at the turning circle, next to the children's 
camp. From Perth travelling on the Tonkin Highway, turn left 
into Gosnells Road East (Reservoir is signposted), then left 
into Reservoir Road and right into Maddingtonmardinge 
Road. We have a good chance of seeing Southern Emu-wrens, 
Red-Browed Firetails, plus all our favourite bush birds. 

Leader: Neil Porteous 

Sunday, May 18th - Full-day Excursion: 'Mystery 
Hills Tour' ! 

A bus will leave Perth Number 4 Car-park at 7:30 am. 
Aim to return to Perth by 6 pm. The cost of a bus ticket is 
$12-16 per person, depending on numbers. Ring Clive Napier 
(332-7265) by May 10th to reserve a seat. 

For those wishing to travel privately, be at 'The Lakes' 
turnoff on the Great Eastern Highway at 8:30 am. The bus 
will meet you there. 

We'll be visiting some good bush areas, with a chance of 
seeing the Crested Shrike-tit. 

Leaders: Clive Napier and Bryan Barrett 

Sunday, May 25th -Full-day Pelagic Seabird Trip 
Meet at Hillary's Boat Harbour at 7 am. We will leave at 

7:30 am, from near 'Underwater World', and return at 4:30 
pm (approximate times). There is a limit of 23 people. The 
cost is $55 per person if the trip is fully booked, otherwise i t  
will cost more (eg., $65 each for 19 people). Payment is 
required three weeks before the trip. 

Please book as soon as possible by phoning Frank 
O'Connor on 386-5694 or 482-1445. (If numbers are 
insufficient, the trip will be cancelled.) 

Leader: Frank O'Connor 

Monda 26 May Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood, 8:00 pm 

Greg Keighery is a botanist at CALM'S Wildlife Research 
Centre at Woodvale and his subject will be the pollination of 
many of our native plants by birds. The mutual dependence of 
those plants and birds has obvious significance for the 
management of our environment. 

Saturday, May 31 st - Monday, June 2nd -Campout 
at Ninghan Station, Payne's Find 

110km north of Wubin on the Great Northern Highway, 
you will see a sign on the left-hand side of the road, marking 
the turnoff to Ninghan Station. The Station is about 6 km from 
the highway. We've booked a number of unpowered sites at 
$6 per person per night. Powered sites are available for slightly 
more. Some double rooms are also available, but need to be 
booked directly with the station owners (phone 099-6365 17). 
If interested, you'll need to book as soon as possible as these 
rooms go quickly at this time of year. When booking, please 
say that you are with the birdwatching group from Perth. 
Everyone attending this campout should call the RAOU office 
on 383-7749 to let us know the numbers in your party. 

This should be a great area to see Bourke's Parrots, 
Malleefowl, Major Mitchell's Cockatoos, Gilbert's Whistlers, 
and much more! 

Leaders: Clive Napier and Bill McRoberts 

Sunday, June 8th -Half-day Excursion to Bickiey 
Brook Reserve 

Meet at 8:30 am at the turning circle, next to the children's 
camp. From Perth travelling on the Tonkin Highway, turn left 
into Gosnells Road East (Reservoir is signposted), then left 
into Reservoir Road and right into Maddingtonmardinge 
Road. 

We have a good chance of seeing Emu-wrens, Red- 
Browed Firetails, plus all our favourite bush birds. 

Leader: Bill McRoberts 

Saturday, June 14th - Full-day Excursion to The 
Spectacles, Mandogalup 

Meet in the main Car-park on McLaughlan Road at 8:30 
am. Proceed along the Kwinana Freeway to the Anketell 
crossroad, some 30 km south of Perth. Turn right into Anketell 
Road, travel about 2 km, then turn left into McLaughlan Road. 
It's a nice place for lunch so bring some! 

Leaders: Viv Dare and Sue Abbotts 

Wednesday, June 18th -Mid-week Excursion to 
Herdsman Lake 

Meet at 8:30 am in Maurice Hamer Park. Turn off Pearson 
Street into Goldfinch Avenue. Turn right onto Lakeside Road 
and follow it along to the carpark near Heron Place. 

This is a great spot for viewing waterbirds. Bring your 
telescope if you have one. 

Leader: To Be Announced 



Sunday, June 22nd - Half-day Excursion to 
Burswood Open Spaces 

Meet at 8:30 am outside the Park Board Administration 
Building. Parking is available about 100metres to the left and 
right of the building. We'll be looking at the bird life which 
has returned to the public parks and gardens which occupy 
the site of the former Rivervale Dump. 

Leader: Bill McRoberts 

Monday 23 June Meeting - WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood, 8:00 pm 

Frank O'Connor, a member of our Group who works at 
the Argyle diamond mine in the Kimberley and has made good 
birding use of his time in the north, will talk about how local 
birds have adapted themselves to the presence of the mine. 

Sunday, June 29th -Full Day Excursion to Walyunga 
National Park 

Meet at 8:30 am in the carpark at the end of Walyunga 
Road (off Great Northern Hwy, Upper Swan, near Bungarah 
Pool). Please be advised that there is a park entrance fee. The 
National Park lies along the Darling Scarp. The Avon River 
bounds one part of the planned walk, and there are some good 
stretches of Wandoo. We should see a good variety of birds. 

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Monday 21 July Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood,8:00 pm 

Susanne Dennings is the secretary of the Malleefowl 
Preservation Group Inc at Ongerup and will give a presentation 
on the work of that Group. Malleefowl are threatened by loss 
of habitat, foxes and other factors and there is an urgent need 
to find out as much as possible about remaining populations 
and work out ways to safeguard them. Some farmers, such as 
those down at Ongerup, are making a major effort to further 
Malleefowl conservation. 

Monday 25 August Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood,8:00 pm 

John Darnell, a member of our Group with considerable 
knowledge of our seabirds and of the birds of South-east Asia, 
will discuss the identification of seabirds. With interest in 
watching seabirds (whether from boats or from terrafirma) 
increasing among local birdos, many will be acutely aware of 
the need to be able to distinguish quickly and accurately 
between the numerous species that are known to occur, or may 
occur, off our coasts. 

Monday 22 September Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood,8:00 pm 

Dr Douglas Hey, a retired Director of Nature Conservation 
for the Cape Province of South Africa, will speak about the 
fauna and flora of that beautiful province and in doing so will 
pay special attention to its birdlife. 

Monday 27 October Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood,8:00 pm 

Dr Andrew Burbidge, the Director of the WA Threatened 
Species and Communities Unit at CALM's Wildlife Research 
Centre, will discuss the birds of the Monte Bello Islands and 
CALM's Seabird Breeding Islands Database. 

Monday 24 November Meeting -WA Tennis Centre, 
Burswood, 8:00 pm 

Dr Stephen Ambrose, who studied White-browed 
Scrubwrens in three different locations in WA for his PhD 
thesis and later became known for his co-ordination of the 
Australian Bird Count, will be talking either about the 
Australian Bird Count or about RAOU research programmes 
(including those in WA) or both. 

NO DECEMBER EVENING MEETING 

Crossword No 8 Answers 

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY 

COURSES 1997198 


GENERAL INFORMATION 

The existing Telegraph Station was built in 1897, so give 

yourself a treat and help keep Eyre full in its Centenary year. 
As well as carrying out important ornithological research, 

the observatory plays an active role in environmental education 
through its courses. These offer an enjoyable holiday in a 
beautiful natural setting among friendly people who are 
enthusiastic about their natural environment. 

More information will be forwarded to course participants 
upon booking. Courses may be cancelled if there are 
insufficient bookings. 

COURSE FEES 
Until the end of January 1998: $320 (for 6 nights 

accommodation) $640 (for 13 nights accommodation). A 
discount of $25 per week applies for payment in full received 
no later than a whole calendar month prior to the 
commencement of the course. Additional nights (before or 
after each course): $50 

Payments by cheque may be made out to Eyre Bird 
Observatory. Eyre Bird Observatory is a non-profit facility, 
the fees directed to covering the running costs of the 



observatory. 
Fee payments cover: 

BIRD BANDING 
28 Sept - 11 October 1997 Peny & Alma deRebeira 

. -

transport within the nature reserve for course outings Perry and Alma will once again conduct their program of 
banding at Eye For banding advice from two of the mosttuition by experienced leaders 
experienced banders in WA this course is ideal. Mist nets will 

accommodation in shared rooms be used in a variety of locations in an effort to gain information 
hearty meals! 

-
about some of our commonly-occurring. 

WHAT TO BRING MALLEEFOWLSTUDIES 
enthusiasm!! binoculars 5 - 11 October 1997 Rod Smith 
sleeping bag torch During the second week of Peny and Alma's banding 
pillowcase and sheet bathers course there is an opportunity to look closely at the goings-on 
toiletries and towel raincoat of the Malleefowl community at Eyre. A large area of the 
outdoor clothes appropriate footwear mallee bushland has been examined annually since 1989 to 
hat and sunscreen monitor activity and a number of Malleefowl have been colour-

banded. This is an activity for those who enjoy 
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY IS SITUATED IN bushwalking andlor navigation, or who have 
NUYTSLAND NATURE RESERVE the patience to wait for the chance to train 
CAMPING, FIREARMS & their binoculars on to a Malleefowl's leg. 
PETS ARE THEREFORE NOT 
PERMITTED FIELD TECHNIQUES FOR BIRD 

STUDY 
BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS 7 - 13 December 1997 Stephen Davies 
16 - 22 March 1997 Phil Sharples A variety of methods of studying birds 
& Joye Wilson is employed by those involved in such 

Eyre's wardens will guide you tasks. Dr. Stephen Davies, a man with 
through a very enjoyable and considerable ornithological experience, 
delightful week of birding at Eyre will introduce course members to a range 
Bird Observatory. The course aims of techniques available for censuring, and 
to develop bird identification skills encourage your participation in banding. 
in the bush and along the beach. Share 
Phil and Joye's enthusiasm for place which CHRISTMAS AT EYRE 
they have come to love. 21 - 27 December 1998 The Wardens 

Where better to spend Christmas than 
FUNGI, WILDFLOWERS & OTHER WILDLIFE at Eyre? Leave behind that constant drone of traffic, the 
18 - 24 May 1997 Kevn Griffiths pleading television advertisements and the daily thud of the 

Kevn is the author of an attractive field guide for fungi. news-paper against your front door. Grant yourself a peaceful 
Share with him his enthusiasm for fungi and illustration while week. At Eyre you may sleep, wander, read or swim, enjoying 
you develop your own techniques. Under Kevn's guidance the beautiful natural environment of this remote place. 
explore Eyre's bush and discover attractions to become your 
watercolour subjects. Bring a lox  lens and your own GOING BAlTY ON THE NULLARBOR 
watercolour supplies. 11 - 17 January 1998 Doug Watkins 

Bats are intriguing creatures. Take the opportunity to learn 
BIRD BANDING more about them under the guidance of Doug Watkins, who 
6 - 19 July 1997 Perry deRebeira has studied bats in this region for many years. Course 

In this course, beginning and experienced banders can participants will learn about trapping and banding 
develop techniques which will lead to opportunities for techniques and have the opportunity to explore some of the 
placement in supervised banding projects, or to a higher level Nullarbor caves. 
of classification.This is a wonderful opportunity to gain expert ----------------
tuition in bird handling, banding techniques and information / \ 
gathering. Eyre has a large number of species, most of them 1 \- ~ 

common in the south-west. Perry's courses are valuable and 
enjoyable. 

I Eyre Bird Observatory I 
I 
I Cocklebiddy I 

I 

BIOLOGY 
7 - 13 September 1997 Roy Criddle 

I via NORSEMAN WA 6443 I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

Amateur and professional biologist find excitement a1 I I 

Eyre. With Roy Criddle, explore the beach and bush life of 1 Ph: (090) 393 450 I 
Eyre. Interesting flowering plants, mammals, birds, insects 1 Fax: (090) I 
and reptiles are all to be found in this large unspoiled area I 393 440 I 
Have a biological feast at Eyre Bird Observatory \ 

/ 
I 

\ 
------------c---



Wildlife6Natural History Toun 

BIRD WEEK 

KIMBERLEY COASTAL CAMP 


O 	 An exclusive opportunity to join us on an expedition 
of discovery of the birds of the North Kimberley Coast 
with 8 days, 7 nights spent at this remote site. 

O 	 Travel from Kununurra by float plane to this isolated 
and exquisite location, daily sorties by boat exploring 
the archipelago, exploring numerous rainforest patches, 
mangrove habitats and the Lawley River with George 
as your birdwatching guide. Wildlife, mudcrabs, 
crocodiles, oysters, exciting birdlife. 

O 	 Black Grasswren, Rainbow Pitta, Chestnut Rail, 
Chestnut-backed Button-Quail, Red and Grey 
Goshawk, Great-billed Heron, Roseate Terns. 

O 	 Comfortable gazebo style twin share rooms, which 
have half walls topped by flyscreens which let in the 
breezes and view of the starry nights (bedding 
provided), flushing toilet and shower facilities, 
swimming pool, library, comfortable chairs and rustic 
jarrah dining table for candle-lit dinners. 

O 	 Cost: $2550 per person includes all travel ex 
Kununurra to camp and return, accommodation, all 
meals and light refreshments, birdwatching and boat 
trips. 

O 	 Only 8places available with the camp exclusively ours 
for the week. 

+ 	15th August to the 22nd August 1997 

For more details contact: 

George Swann 

Kimberley Birdwatching 


PO Box 220, Broome WA 6725 

TelIFax: (091) 92 1246 


FALCON TOURS 


1998 PROGRAM 
KIMBERLEY - NTH. TERRITORY 

21 DAYS (CAMPING) 
1 - 21 June '98 13 days $1 980 


Ext. to Darwin 8 days $1 21 8 

Broome, private Kimberley cattle stations, Kununurra, 

Gregory National Park (rarely visited), Katherine, South 

Kakadu Park, Litchfield and Darwin. Some would say it 
was the sightings of Red Goshawk, Black Grasswren, 
Black Bittern, Asian Dowicher, Gouldian Finch, Yellow 
Chat,Grey Falcon, Letterwing Kite, Princess Parrot, 
Spinifexbird, Inland Dotterel and Banded Whiteface that 
made our '96 Kimberley tour a success; for me it was 
simply the group. This time we are travelling on from 
Kimberley to Darwin to possibly get Hooded Parrot, White- 
throated Grasswren, White-lined Honeyeater and Banded 
Pigeon. 

KEYNA 

Mauritius& Reunion lsiands 


2 DAY Stopover 

20 days - 11 July to 30 July '98 
(Cost available on application) 

Yes, we are going back to Kenya, our best tour in Africa 
so far, with one of Africa's top birding guides, great 
accomodation, simply the best game viewing and not least 
an amazing quantity of bird species - maybe nearly 600 
seen. Just to witness the sight of over one million 
Flamingos is worth it all. On our return, stop on Mauritius 
and Reunion Islands to see their rare local endemics. 

SOUTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Incl. a boat trip to the Abroihos lsiands 


11 days (6 days accom. 5 days camping) 

November 14 to 28 '98 $1970 (great value) 


We know the South West so well that getting the endemics 

is not a problem. What makes this tour a delight is the 

bonus to see some of the wonderful wildflowers on display, 

as well as a trip out to the Abrolhos which will coincide 

with the breeding of thousands of Common and Lesser 

Noddies as well as other sea birds - one of Australia's 

birding wonders. 

Send for the itinerary you require. 

All '97 tours are full, including Kenya and the South 

West. Please note that our overseas tours are not 


for 'Twitchers' being 70-80% birding, 10-20% 

game viewing and 10% cultural interest. 


All tours led by Simon Nevill. 

Unit 7 - 432 South Terrace 


South Fremantle WA 6162 

PhIFax: (09) 336 3882 


(PhIFax: (08) 9336 3882 from July '97) 

Established 10 years 


