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'Submerging sandpiper, plenteous plovers, murderous magpie 

SANDPIPER SUBMERGES 
On the 20 February 19W whilst birdwatching on the 

Chapman River near Gerald-. I observed a Common Sand-
piper being pursued in flight across open water by a Brown 
Goshawk. As the raptor gained on it's potential prey the 
sandpiper was observed to dive completely underwater. 

The sandpiper remained submerged for a few seconds 
before surfacing and flying tothesafety of thebank. The Brown 
Goshawk having missed its chance continued on in search of 
other prey. 

I was greatly surprised by the whole incident as I did not 
think it was in the nature of waders to take refuge underwater. 
When life depends on it, perhaps anything will be tried. 

T.Vigilante 

MAGPIE AlTACKS 
On3rd April at 5.30 pm. my husband heard a commotion 

outside our house. He thought it was a cat afterthebirds. Instead 
he saw an Australian Magpie pecking a live Western Yellow 
Robin and I was called to the scene. 

The magpie was a juvenile, probably born on our bush 
block last October. The Western Yellow Robin appeared to be 
an adult bird. The magpie was perched on a log and was 
periodically pecking at the robin, which lay on the log and kept 
flapping its wings. My husband was so disgusted with the 
magpie that he threw a stone at it, but missed. The magpie then 
flew off with the unfortunate robin in its beak and landed on a 
distant tree before flying down out of sight. Has anyone else 
seen a magpie take another bird? 

L. Hassan 

LESCHENAULT PLOVERS 
On Sunday 6 February 1994 I was making my regular 

count of the waders around Pickles Point on the south end of 
Leschenault Inlet. Bunbury. The tide was high anc!all the 
waders were on the dredge spoil from the harbour extension. I 
counted 183 Grey Plover and three Pacific Golden Plover along 

theedge of the wet area. 
While moving to obtain a better view I disturbed three 

plovers. Large Sand Plover are not uncommon,but when I 
tumed my 20x telescope on thebirds at a raoge of 20 metres. I 
was surprised to see there were two with noticeably short bills. 
With the birds side by side, two had bills about the same length 
as thedistance f m  eye tofront of thehead,while the third bird 
had a bill about two thirdsor moreof a head length. These three 
thenjoined another thirty birds which w w  hiding in the rough. 
dry ground some thirty metres away. These thirty were all 
Mongolian Sand Plover. 

The 183axmt of Grey Plover qmsents the largest number 
recurded on the Inlet and the second highest in the South-West 
of WA (Supplement to WABN No 68). It was also the first 
record of Mongolian Plover for the Leschenault Inlet. 

G. Shannon 

and KELMSCOlT ROBINS 
Following an earlier major fire on the Kelmscott Scarp in 

March 1988.1 observed a juvenile Scarlet Robin about 2 Kms 
west of the scarp in native trees planted around the Westfield 
Park Pnmary School oval. This was my first sighting of Scarlet 
Robin on the coastal plain since commencing weekly surveys in 
1985. After a fue on 20 May 1994 I again saw a juvenile S d e t  
Robin. 

There seem two possible reasons for their presence. One 
could be a temporary displacement from fue devastated habitat; 
this being the robins' ori@ tenitory. Another reason could be 
that young birds wander outside their territorial areas in Au- 
tumn (as occurs in Victoria and Tasmania - see Blakers et al 
(1%) p 367. 

~ d u l tScarlet Robin on Kelmscott Scarp appear to be 
altitudinal migrants. Sightings tend to be more frequent on the 
lower scarp slopes in summer and autumn and on the upper 
slopes in winter and spring. 

G. Marston 
Reference: Blakers M, Davies SJJF. Reilly PN (1984) The Atlas of 
Australian Bir&. RAOU. Melbourne University Press. 





Cat& Egret - 2,5194. B m e  (Broom) (rarely recodedin 
tkwest Kimbedey) - GS. PC 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill - 1.161594, L.ake Eida (Broaare) - ' 

BBO 
RadJabSheldack - 1.16MI94, Argyle Village sewage p d 
(Wyndham-East Kimbetiey) -FO 
Lette~wIngedKlte - 1,2SBl94 and Apr 94. An& Hains 
Station(Bmome) - BBO 
BlackFdam - 1.16'594. Luke E!da (B~pane)- BBO 
Blrolg. - 114,16'5/94, M e  Eda (&oome)- BBO 
Combcreated J- - 1, 1813194. near Argyle Diamond 
Mine (Wydbm-EastKimbedey) (southanlimit drange in 
this area) - FO 
Painted Snipe - 2,1014194, Roebuck Bay (Bmome) - JH. JF 
Eastean Curkw - 350.2714194. Bush Point. Roebuck Bay 
(Bro6me) - BBO 
PinWr Snipe - 1 banded and photognqhd2314194. Anna 
Plaine S t a t h  (Broome) - AWSG -
Peetolrl Suepipa - 2.18MIW. nearArgyle D k m a d  M k  
(Wydham-East Kinlbedey) -FO 
WbbLacd Tam - l o t  birds in d y  March. and32 nests 
with eggs, 26131W.Amm Plains S t d m  (Thoam) - BBO 
Common T u n  - 4 (1in breedbgphmqp.withd bill with 
b l a c k t i p , i s p e s u m a b l y ~ M n e d ofinmtkAdantic). 
10161W. B m e jetty (Broome)- GS 400. A@ 94 (appu-
ently the eastern subspecies longipennis with black 
bills).(Brm)- GS 
Rulo~Osr l -1. m y a r ' s  M.Mitcben- ( W m -
East Kimbetiey) - GS 
Fok-tailed Swift -3OOCb. 18lZW.B~oomtBird Obsavatmy 
(Broome) - BBO 
Collared Kin-her - 1. 24111W. Crab Creek. B m m e  
(Broome) - GMo 
TreeMartin - lOOe each moming. moving wsth, 4-9/4194, 
Anna Plains Station(Broome) - AWSG 
YdlowW~Wr-26.iocl~a~berofde8inbreeding 
plumage. 1714194. B m m e  Sewage Works (Broome) (pmb-
ably subspecies simillima) (apparently the highest number 
recorded in Broome) - GS 
Whitc-hwed RoMn - 1. riverine thicket near Mitchell River 
Falls, Mitchell Plateau (Wyndham-EastKimbedey) - GS 
Littk G-bird - 1.3 111194. Lake Kununum (Wyndham-
East Kimberley) (this appears to be a small isdated jxplation) 
- GMo 
Purple-crowned Fairy-wren - 3. 2417193, Miners Pool. 
Drysdale River Crossing. Gibb River Road (Wyndham-East 
Kimberley) - GS 
White-winged Faiq-wren - 15-20 (6banded), 5/4/54Anna 
Plains Station(Broome) - AWSG (at or nearnorthemlimits d 
range in this area) 
Black-tailed Treecreeper - 1 immature, 1615194, Lake 
Campion, Roebuck Plains (Broome) - BBO (near southern 
limit in the Kimberley) 
Black Honeyenter - 1 male (banded), Mar-Apr 94. Anna 
Plains Station (Broome) - BBO. AWSG (near wrthem limit of 
rWF-1 
Pied Honeyenter - 3 (1 male banded). 23/3/94. Anna Plains 
Station (Broome) - BBO. AWSG 
Orange Chat - 8.2313194. Anna Plains Station (Broome) -
BBO 
Painted Fitail - 10.713194. Anna Plains Station (Brwme) -
BBO * 2.2714194, Broome Bird Observatory (Brwme) (near 

nodemlimit drange) - BBO 

Observer Codes 

m =  all an^ J B =  JIOkBIILI+ 
A R =  A l l a - a- Jmm-
U80=Ilm+rili.p J R =  jhU.rrc---
-8frrQIQeaqp 
HI-B;errorikdunrPr Jm=LL.Y-
BBo=BroarBixdab. 
En= Bill- H B y - C k x ~
m i =  ~~ ~ = X l t i o ~ L y  
8 8 = B n V ~ b y  i U B - ~ B m & a r d  
BW = &im wir#m #I= nuica-
m?= w- 1#.-nik,Yrkrup 
m - m a k O ' C T n n m  PC= sa&rObflLY 
Q =  Q r A a I L C t t l a  PB- Palxudm 
QHO-OlrnrIborr, P8==8m&.mrlr 
g:= i l r l r n c I . u k  IIP = Rome-
R v W - 8 a t t k v m W . r  Re- Radrriw 
IB = Ian eaudrby m =  @kc0 -11 
JB - Jaha myth 8 R =  - & a n  

J--JbcbrBlyth m =  m y -
iR = JOPFallcv TV = FaPy V i g i l a n -

TheObeervaCab far WABN No. 69of M a d  1% were 
irrpdvatendy omitted. Apologies.Ed. Herewith :-

AB = Allan Buxbim JEI = Jaek Runt 
A6 = &gola lkMbrr JR = -lie Rain69 
m = Bra00 W1daam J6 - J o h n  start 
BBa-Bryan- XC = K w i n C o a t a  
m=-BFtdOba 1[L =KcLSm 
B# =-1Rari#y XN - Klaua  N i a a h h  
CD = C o l i n  Daria L6 = L e a  B i l v 8 8 t a r  
DC = Darg Coughran ME = Miks w o r d  
m = ma& O'ccamar )Ply = Hax Bailey 
On = George Miller BE = Margery C l e g g  
Q = Qr- Little MCr = Midad Craig 
06 = George Swarm ND = No- Duff 
HS = Helm S t a r t  PBT = P e r e g r i n e  B i r d  

Tourn 
EvW = Hank van Wsss RD = Ray Downea 
IL = Ingrid Little T J  = T a n  Jeffcote 
m = J u y  B l y t h  
JB = John B l y t h  TS = Trwor Stoneheun 

GOULD LEAGUE CAMP ............................... 
Expressionsof interest are invited from 11year old :. 

students from all schools who have a genuine interest in . 
Natural History. Spend 12 days in the richly endowed :..Bickley Valley studying all aspects of wildlife and the . 
environmentas part of schoolwork. H

' Telephone the WA Gould League (09)387 6079 at :..Herdsman Lake for details - do not delay - places are ..limited 4 ............................... 





There is no information about their foraginghabits and 
food in WA. 

Tohelp you decide general sea& m,tbeWA pat oftbe 
distribution of Hooded Plovers from The A h  of Australian 
Birds (survey period 1977to 1981inclusive) is shown and.tbe 
following list brings together the recordswhich appeared in 
WA Bird Notes fram 1Wto 1989. 

Distribution of the Hooded Plover 1977-1981. 
from M Blakers. SJJFDavies and PN Reilly. The 
Atlas of Australian Birds, Melbourne University 
Press. Melbourne 1984. 

b p o r b g  Itate 
Icss than 1 l X l l X-40% grcatcr than 4096 

Rccordcd o 0 0 
Brccding • 

Year Date Location No. 

1987 1413 LakePreston(Mandurah) 87 
1613 White Lalre(Esprance) 140 
18/4 FootballLelre (Gingin) 1 
18/4 ForrestdaleLake (Formatdale) 1 
1215 Lake Clifton (Maodrpah) 2 
2918 Graveyard Swamp (Gingin) 1 
1110 Stirling Range National P d  . 2  
29110 Lake Clifton(Mandurah) 5 
13112 N d u p  Inlet (Walpde) 4 

1% Ul Oa?anBeach(I)enmark) 2 
914 Lalre Warden (Eapcmm) 539 
2314 Gracetown (MargaretRiver) 4 
1/10 Karbul(E3peiance) 260 
18/11 LakePreston(Mandurah) 6 
20111 Benje Burjenup Swamp @peramx) 50 
2011 1 Two Mile Lake (Stirling RangeNP) 4 
10112 Ned's Caner (Munglinup) 103 
10112 Alfred Cove (Melville) 1 

1989 121 Cosy Comer (Augusta) 3 
2011 Bodey's Swamp ( W d )  1 
712 DunnRodrNR(LalreGrace) 75 . 
1912 Mouth ofMargaret River 2 
26/2 Baghdad Lake (Romeat) 3 
1ll3 StationLakc (Esperance) 91 
3013 LakeGore(Eapaance) 273 
26/10 DunnRockNR(LalreGrace) 104 

B.Newky 
References: 
Garnett S, (ed) (1992)Threatened und Extinct Bird  of 

Amtralia. RAOU Report 82. EfAOU & ANPWS. 
Marchant S & Higgins PJ (eds) (1993)Hundbook of 

AustraliM, New Zevllondand AntatcticBirdr, Vohune2 Raptcws 
to Lapwings. Oxford Univemity h s .  Australia . 

Schulz M & Barnford M (1987)The Hooded Plover. 
RAOU Coa(lervati011Stateanent,RAOU Report 35. 

Members Contributions 

MAXIMISING BREEDING SUCCESS ? 

Bird behaviour is essentiallyexplained by Abuting it to 
efforts to maximise reproductive success, known as natural 
selection.This theory is termed parsimonious by scientists. that 
is, it is a theory simple in itself which explains a great deal. 
Scientists generally accept that the more parsimonious, the 
greater the probability d a theory being correct. On this basis 
natural selection is a powerful explanatory theory and it is no 
wonder that it has dominated thinking for so long. 

Many examples are cited in the literature of the accuracy 
of the natural selection theory. One interesting example re-
cently quoted by Dr Michael Brooke of the University of 
Cambridge is the growth of the bill of the Medium Ground 
Fin& in the Galapagos during a prolonged two year drought.A 
seed eating species, usually eating small seeds. these became 
exhausted in the dry period and with only large seeds left, the 
birds with bigger bills survived while those with smaller bills 
perished. On average bills were 4%larger after the drought. 

When the weather later resumed a n d paaern and smaller 
seeds became availableoncemore,tbebill sizedeclinedto the 
pre-drought pttem. 

Karl Popper with his famous Black Swan analogy. has 
pointed out that the gathering of more and more supportive 
evidence does not give any theory greater validity. Popper 
realised that (in Ehmpe)a theory that 'all swansarewhite' is not 
made the more certain by exhaustive surveys of all swans 
virtually world wide. which would show that indeed all swans 
are white. A single exception disproves the 'all swans are 
white' statement and a visit to Australia is all that is needed. In 
Popper's view, the advancement of scientific truth is not 
through the gathering of more and more positive evidence. but 
by the seeking a single negative example. If found, a theory 
needs modification or rejection, if not found the theory is 
possibly correct. This philosophic idea has had profound ef-
fects in scientific and other areas of life. 

The theory of natural selection therefore does not need 
more evidence, of which there is plenty, but examples which 
disprove. or do not fit. Rowley in his fine work on the Galah 
writes that ''fast flying with frequent changes of directioncwld 
be categorized as play" @35)and of acrobatics which "to call 
this play does not help explain why adults and young birds 



behave in this seemingly pointless way" @ 42.) It is Micult to 
resist a d u s i o n ,  while Rowley is careful not to say so,that 
the behaviour to which he refera is not readily explained by the 
natural selection-maximise reproductive success theory -
although of coursewith a little ingenuity such Galahbehaviour 
canbe made toacoudwith i t  (Oneof the pmhlemwith a good 
theory is that much &art is dm used tomake data fit 
rather thaamodify thetheay.)Similar fast flyingwas observed 
by myself in young and adult Collared Sparrowhawks (see 
WABN 9,March 1990 p7) which I attributed to 'exercise'. It 
may well have been play. 

These aremany examples ofwild birds having been reared 
orb e f r i d  by lmmaus returning to their human friends over 
a mrmber of yeam. (eg seebookmention WABN 38p10). often 
bringing their young brood for inspection? approval? behaviour 
which only very distantly if at all fits natural selection. 

Recently (May) I was slapid to hear four very I d calls 
f m  a Western Spinebill just d d e  my window. A number d 
Western Spinebills have been in the garden for some months 
(particularly attracted to flowering Grevillea tenuiloba - a 
gmund cover). Oninvestigating I saw a male Westem Spinebill 
standing on my verandah close to the window and a few 
millimctm from a f d e  spinebill which was lying injured. 
evidently by having flown into the window. (Thesedistressing 
collisions have occurredalmost daily in the last two months 
withaneorotberspeciesand)reepingtheaatsinsdosed,which 
seems toreduce the cd l i s im is not always practical.) 

I picked up the injured bird and held it in my hand. After a 
few minutes I gave some water. having found that birds so 
injured pant heavily andseem to-t by a little water. Later 
when it appeared capaMe of perching. I placed the injured 
female spinebill in a shrubclose to the G. tenuiloba, where it 
simply hung on alternately opening and closing its eyes, appar-
ently dazed or injured. 

After a while a male Westem Spinebill approached the 
base of the shrub and called twice loudly - the same call as 
earlier had drawn my anention. A little later themale flew into 
the shrub where the injured femaledungand called again. with 
a soft burbling cdl.With the coming ofdarlmess I was not able 
to seem a ,  although thefemale was seen to fly a short distance. 

Ofcourse. themale Westem Spinebill was well aware that 
paired birds who are used to each other have a much higher 
incidenceof breeding success and the male Western Spinebill 
was simply endeavouring to maintain a favourable breeding 
opportunity. Or was it ? 

B. Buchanan 
References: 
Brooke M.Birkhead T (eds) (1991) The Cambridge Ency- 
clopaedia of Ornithology. Cambridge University Press. 
Cambridge. 
Rowley. I (1990) Behavwural Ecology of the Galah Eolophus 
roseicqillus in the Wheatbelt of Western Australia. Surrey 
Beatty & Sons Pty Ltd. NSW. 

SWIFT FLIGHT 
The Fork-tailed Swift is an infrequent visitor to the South 

West of Western Australia during summer. They follow low 
pressure systems that move down the West Coast and through 
the inland. 

On the 13 March 1994 an estimated 50-80 Fork-tailed 
Swifts were seen hawking very low over coastal vegetation at 
Poison Creek in the Cape Arid National Park. Hundreds were 

seen at the E s p e v  townsite on 19 March 1994, at Cape Le 
Grand N a t i d  Park on 20 and 21March and near Grass Patch 
(787kilometm northof Esperanoe)on 22 March 1994. Weather 
conditions during all sightings was hot and humid. 

A count of Fork-tailed Swifts was undertaken during the 
20 March 1994 sighting at Cape LeGrand National Park. 

At 1620 hours from the front verandah of ourhouse at the 
Park I observed Fork-tailed Swifts flying to the North-East 

I sat, facing east and commenced counting the swifts as 
theypassedanimaghylineperpedculartot h e h o d  The 
a m  of the sky counted represented one quarter of thevisible 
sky. Fork-tailed Swifts were seen in all quarters. 

In the 35minutes from 1620 hours. 401 Fork-tailed Swifts 
passed the 'imaginary line', flying in one dimtion only. from 
theSouth-West to North-East. At 1655 hours I ceased counting 
as the swifts were thencirclingwith no M i t e  flight dkt ion.  

At 1710 hours the Fork-tailed Swifts resumed their d i m  
tional flight, but in the opposite direction, fmm the North East 
to the South West. At 1901 hours the swifts changed again to 
the opposite dimtion, flyingfnrm theWest South-West to the 
East North-East Few swifts flew in this new dkction. During 
the 51 minutes from 1710 hours. 443 Fork-tailed Swifts flew 
past the 'imaginary line'. 

Assuming that Fok-tailed Swifts flew past the other three 
quartersof the sky in the same numbers and at the same times. 
then a total of 1604 Fork-tailed Swifts flew from the South- 
West to theNorth-East between 1620 hours and 1655 hours and 
1772 flew from the North-East to the South-West between 
1710and 1801 how.  

A. Rose 

RAOU Offie WA Peny House. 71 Oceanic Drive 
Wembley 6014 or PO Box 199 
Jolimont 60 14. 

Telephone (09) 383 ?749. 
Birding Hotline (09) 387 8412. 
Chairman B. Wilson. 46 Farrant Street. 

Gooseberry Hill. 6076 
tel293 1094. 

Editor B. Buchanan. PO Box 10. 
.Wannamal. 6505. 

Notes For Contributors 

The Editor requests contributors to note :-

*WABN normally only publishes material on WA birds 
*contributions should be written or typed with Double 
Spacing 
*WABN uses RAOU recommended English names 
*copy will be edited where appropriate 
*contributions will be published unless the contributor is 
informed to the contrary 
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DENMARK WATERBIRDING 
On Thursday.6May. I and five others went to observe the 

waterbirds in Wilson Inlet. 
Although the dryest summer in living memory had not 

pleased most people, farmers in particular, it had resulted in an 
enonnow inaease in thenumbers ofwateabirds feeding on the 
exposed mud flatsand shallow water of the Inlet. 

At one site among a densecrowd of waterbirds of several 
species, were o v a  100 Banded and Bladr-winged Stilt and at 
mother,we saw some550Eurasian Cootfeeding on the shore 
and in the water. At cmotherplace we found not less than 300 
Pacific Black Duck,elthough at other sites we saw m e .  

We estimated that among the many species feeding on the 
inlet that day tbeFe were at least 3.000 Bleck Swan. 1.000 
Banded Stilt, at least 200 Red-capped Hover. 100 Black- 
winged Stilt. 100 Hoary-headed Grebe. 100 Little Black Cor-
m(X8nt. 100 Curlew Sandpiper and 100 Red-necked Avocet. 

One ixlterating sighting was of all four species of cormo-
rant sitting on one rock, offering a unique opportunity of 
cornparim. 

After lunch we visited Morley Beach and themouth of the 
Hay Riva. In both places the ahore was crowdedwith feeding 
birds and we unmted 380wadas, mostly Curlew Sandpiper. 
Red-necked Stint and Red-capped Hova, in less than one 
kilomehe of beach. Neatw tbe k eline we found anotha three 
or four h u d p d  Red-capped Hover and Red-necked Stint 
sheltering in the samphire. 

Our totalunmt f a  the expedition was 56species, includ-
ing Auatralesisn Shoveler. Gmy andChestnutTeal, Whistling 
Kite, four Osprey, a Marsh H d a ,  and a White-bellied Sea 
Eagle 
Chtbeway back to Albany we saw a Peregtine Falcon, and 

at a brief stop at h k e  Powell we counted 150 Australasian 
Shovelerand 10F'ink-eared Duck. 

C. Davies 

CORELLA FLYWAY 

Wannamal lies at the foot of the Eastern section of the 
Darling kaqment. A A n  of lakes and swamps has formed 
along the foot of the scarp, from Mogumber Swamp in the 
north, through h k e  Wannamal, Taylors Lake, Gooninong 
Swamp, Wandoo Watahole. Cullala Pools. Cambin Pools, 
Needoonga h k e  and Lake Chittering, where the succesion of 
major bodies of open water ends - a total distance of 45 
kilometres. AU theswamps etc above arejoinedtither naturally 
orbym;lnm&dtainsaflofwbi&fdybecometheB* 
River. 

From the air this line of waterways, which is broadly 
followed by the railway and road, must be readily visible. It 
seems likely these landmarks are used by Little Corella and no 
doubt other birds, when moving north and south. However 
Little Corella are only observed to move South. 

In 1988 movement was observed from January to May, in 
1!238-89 October to April, 1989-90 August to March, 1990-91 
September to March. 1991-92 July to April and similarly July 
to April in 1992-93. In the current "season" 1993-94 Little 
Corella have been observed from June to March (all above 
months inclusive). The commencing month of movement 
mges from June to January, with July /August1 September the 
most common, while cessation is MarchlApnl with the excep- 
tion of the 1988 year, when the latest reunded commencement 

of January had the latest cessation of May. 
Movement k e n c e s  with a small number of birds; 

often travelling in three's, two's being unusual.As the summer 
warms numbers steadily increase and generally in December 
and January the movement is in large flocks numbering be- 
tween 100 and 200 birds. Fortunately for the observer corella 
call continuou81yand loudly while "on passage", so when not 
already outside the observer can leap from the chair when so 
summoned to observe the fly past. Nearly all the large move- 
ments are in the morning between 6am and 10.00 am. 8am to 
9am b e i i  the most common.with a few in the later aftexnoon 
in the summer. 

The most striking phenomenon of the observations is that 
virtually all the Little Corella all fly southwards. On rare 
occasions, a few birds ora larger group which have passed over 
have been seen to wheel and rehm northwards, but only 
apparentlytojoin with a greater number to fly south.Naturally 
it is difficult to be sure, but on two occasions there have been 
distinguishing absences of wing feathers to make this certain. 
At no time during all the years has there been corresponding 
corella flights north. 

The flyway always appears to be the same, within easy 
sightof thechainof wataways. Most group pass directly over 
my garden. 

It is apparent where lies the southern flyway. Where is the 
north ? 

B. Buchanan 

1) What is the 'birdwatcher' definition of "extinct".? 

2) Do Square-tailed Kite breed in the Kimberley ? 

3) When was a Lewin's Rail last recorded in WA ? 

4) Do Painted Snipe migrate out of Australia ? 

5) What is the main threat to Blue Bonnet ? 

6) An authenticated specimen of Night Parrot was ob- 
tained in 1991.Wow many years since theprevious authen- 
tic specimen ? 

7) Wow long before a pair of Westem Lmg-billed Corella 
replace themselves ? 

8) What evidence is there of a reduction of range for 
Alexandra's Parrot ? 

9) Since which decade has the Gouldian Finch declined 
rapidly ? 

10) Which bird was reported most frequently in WA during 
the Atlas survey ? 

Answers page 13 



N o t i c e s  

NEWS ON THE HOTLINE 

'Two adult Hooded Plover have been sighted on three 
separate mornings this week atAlfrcd Cove. The....' 

GrabamLittle records theweek's i&sriag ai&ti.qgs on 
the Hotline so other keen bi rdwatch can, hopefully, lucate 
some of the birds. 

This is not an activity peculiar to Western Australian 
twitchers. The sameadivity is comalo11in many axmtries. In 
England thae are marly onemillion birdwatchers. many d 
whom ring up their disbrict Hodiot which is updated e y .  
English fanners have become accustomed to a 'flock' af 
twitchers peering over the fence, bhoculmat due ready, at a 
Hoopoe feeding among the tuxtipa. 

It's time more Western Australian birdwatchers became 
more involved in this activity. 

As birds needmaterial tobuild nests, the Birding Hotline 
oeedsmaterial toindudeantherewid@. Reportsdonothave 
tobe only of 'rare' birds. When youobseme some intereating 
birdbehaviourorabirdoutditswrmalt e r r l t o r y o r d  
location (e.g. Western Yellow R d h  seem on thecastal plain 
in summer) or a larger thanusual flock af a specits (e.g. 539 
Hooded Plover at LaJce Warden, Esperence)eendltelepbone 
your sighting to theoffice. 

Send reports from all parul of the State. Remember the 
infomationis also recorded in W.A. Bird Notea and can be of 
value in research work. At present. past reports of Hooded 
Plover arebeing examiwd in our new project 

So, get active. Make the Birding Hotline an exciting and 
rewarding experience for all members. 

Birding Hotline is now updated twice a week. 
A Joncs 

DISLAYS FOR DISPLAY 
The RAOU WA Branch now has two displays ready and 

eager tobe mounted in place8 wkre tbe generalpublic will be 
able tosee them.The displays are:-

1. Threatened Birds of Western Australia 
2.How to Attract Birds toYour Garden 

Both have been displayed in Melville and Subiaco liMes 
and in several schools and have drawn favourable and inter- 
ested response. 

The WA Group is keen that these educativeand amactive 
displays are shown in other local librariesllearning centres1 
schools and we would be pleased if members would apprmch 
their local librarians etc tobook either or both displays t h u g h  
Judy Blyth (on our EducationlPublicity sub committee)on (09) 
381 6293. 

The WA Group has been invited to participate in two 
community festivals later in the year: -
Wannamal Wildflower Weekend, Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 

September, and 
Mingenew Rural Expo. Friday 23 and Saturday 24 

September. 
In both cases, we hope tobe able tomount displays of local 

birds, promote the RAOU and possibly conduct a few bird 
walks and raise funds via our trading table. 

If you are interested in volunteering tostaff either of these 
displays, please contact Judy Blyth on (09)381 6293. 

IDENTlTY CRlSlS 3 L 

Tbeexattcdcumutforduecv~mecliqlaaMrc$28 
at which poblamdbird i-doa wcm dircurrsdiadi-
catestbattbeEeiaamltmrvlfareMdarce(irlg.It 
m a y w d l b e t h & ~ d ~ l P h r d a t K d d b b a m e ~ ~  
evmt Bdomaothaauchmacingia clarangddbwev~t~itia 
imporcaottb.tmanbaashaclldBsvemoppartrldtytodin 
t h e i r ~ c i a m ~ t h e f a m a t d ~ ~ , t h e  
s u i ~ t y a r a t b c n v i s e d o m p e r a ~ v a w e , W w h i & a e  
~ y ~ t B o i d c n b f y , e a c . P l e P s e d s u g . ~ ~ a c i o a s B o  
Jerclny Tatbot at 29, J o y a  Road, Iurmurdie, WA 6076, or 
tdephamhimathomeon(09)2916S63. 

B e a c h  P a t r o lP 

M c m & l a a ~ e r e m i n d b d ~ d l x i n g l f i e u h r c e r ~ ~  

i s m o m c h a n c c d p i & a g u p d e r d ~ c d o a g a r e x ~ v e  
coaatliac. 

Any mataial which afrnda a d d a s  spitnbk&odd be 
f o c w d t o  theneanst museumfar their wnithdogid&-
w e n t .  At tbe same time, a d k t i o n  of the specimen 
s h w i d b e ~ ~ t b e R A O U & c e , ~ B . B a m t t , a , c b e t  
an ovaell m a dam be mabtabcd. 

Currently most infonnatioo ia being sent in by Lizand 
Charlie Davies from pgiodicr d hplong theAlbany ooast 
Recendy they repartcda wreck d shcarwmwaakd askme, 
many of which bad beea killed by gunshot. It appears tbat 
fishermen shoot birds as they f d o w  their boa&. 

Rease notethat themuseums DO NOTREQUIREdead 
Silver Gulls, or Little Black or Little PiedChmomnts. 

RBurctt 
L 

Banding Networks 

Man's curioeity aboutthemovemarts'of biFds is as old as 
history itself. The lack of knowledge of bird migration led to 
some imaginative explaoatioos for observed seasonalchanges 
in bird populations in diffemt parul dthe world 

Hibernation was a theory that many found plausible at a 
time when people wae aware of this form of winteaing behav-
iour in some speciw of mammls, reptiles and amphibians. 
Incidentsof finding some species of birds seeking temporary 
shelter in aevicea and holes helped tocement the thought that 
hibernation was the reason for the reduction in numbers or 
complete absence of birds in the depth of winter. 

A more creatively wrong theory was put forward by 
Aristotle - that af transmutation. This suggested 'that birds 
undedook a change of fonn with the changing seaso~u. In his 
day Redstarts wae  common through much of Greece during 
summer and they were replaced in winter by Robins, also a 
common species. A similar pattern, Garden Warblers during 
summer and Blackcaps in winter, addedsupport to the theory. 
The appmmx ofmoulting birdsat regular times was takenas 
evidenceof birds in intermediate stages of transmutation. 

We now know tbat migration acunmts for the changes that 
were being witnessed and the unravelling of migration paths, 



the origins and destinations of bird movements is one of the 
justif~cationsf a  banding birds. A greatdeal of effort has beem 
devoted to the subject of bird movement and I list records of 
band recoveries within WA or into WA from elsewhere. 

Most birdwatchers are awareofthelifestyleofvarious bird 
groups and readily accept the fact that wadem, f a  instance. are 
among the great travellers of thebird world. They warrant a 
staryof their own.Leas we4l known are the movements ofm e  
cunmon species annmd the Pertharea 

The big flocka of White-tailed Black-Cockatoos that con-
gregate on the coastal plain each summer are the short-billed 
fcnm that leave their inland bmedinggmmds whcn theiryoung 
have fledged. They gather in large concentrations in pine 
plantatians and in flowering Bsnksia woodlands. returning to 
their breeding areas in winter. This regular movement amace 
attention because this species is usuatly absentfnrm h e  vicinity 
of Perth atother times of the year. Gal*, another species of 
&too, move in a more raadom manna.Juveniles disperse 
widely and may cover long distances within food-seeking 
flocks. One young bird travelled fnrm Mmmambg toBeacon. 
a distance of82km. Anotherjweaile, banded at Helena Valley, 
was found dead at Konnongomng 15 months later, 120 km 
from the banding site. 

In general however, parrots seem tobe rather mare staid, 
moving relatively short distances in their preferredhabitat;like 
the recovery ofa Port LincdnRingneck between Budinin and 
Wickepin, a distance of 3 1 km west. R e p t  Parmts cm the other 
hand are knownto be wandems within tbesouth-west of WA, 
with band recoveries up to 320 km from the banding site. 

Other known travellers within Aussalia rn Strawrne~ked 
Ibis, a species that bas produced some remarkable distance 
records. The fdlowing list of recovery sites is of birds banded 
at the same breeding colony near Mucbea, WA:- Onslow, WA 
- 880km;Beagle Bay. WA - 1825 Inn;Forrest River Mission, 
WA - 2210lan;Orange,NSW - 3105km and Beaudesert, Qld. 
- 3570 km. 

A S a d  Ku@isher, banded at Chain of Pands. SA in 
' Decemba 1964was w a e d  atTuart Hill.Fkthin Nwm-

ber 1968. East-west miption?Or did tbia Lidfly fu(hcpnest 
thanusual on a return trip from the tmpia? 

A programme to teat the homing ability of Laughing 
Turtle-Doves was C8Rie.daut in Perthdunog thed y  1Ws. 

being h.anspatedfnrm WmMey and N e d b h  tositesin 
the Outer PerthMetraplitan area Homing was dcnxmatrated 
by one bird on no less tim three occasions. reawing from 
d e a s e s i t e a u p t o ~ k m a u a y . T b c d i s t a M n d ~ ~ s  
experiment was aet when, after 9 months and 9 daya. a bird 
t r a n s p a r t e d t o d d c a a e d a t T ~WA.wasn+trappadin 
Nedlands, Path a distanceof 160km. 

Banding activity on Rotmest Island has produced some 
interesting diapasal Facocds. A White-fronted Chatbeadedon 
tbeialad as aivenile tmxdup atherds ma^ Lakealmoet ten 
months later; three young Ospreys were eubsequa~tlyrecov-
aedat Law&, Denmatlr and Albany; a Silva Gullturdup 
at CapeLeeuwin; a Crested Tern was found at Mosman Bay 
and two Welcome Swallows wert mve red  an the maintrmd, 
one at North Beach, Fremantle and another atTriggs. 

Another island generated m v e r y  was thatof an Osprey 
bdedanGarden Island and recoved at Bremer Bay after 10 
montha, a distance of 423 km.What could be a record for a 
raptor from WA is thatof a Little Eagle released near Matgaet 
River, WA and moved deadnear Newq. Vic. 2884km east, 
just over a year later. 

The most dramatic recovery of a marked bird in WA took 
place befm the artvent of modern bird banding. This happened 
in September 1887, when three boys on a hilring trip up the 
uust found a dead Aiba with a metal callara d its neck 
near Trigg Island.Thecdlar bore a message in French,seeking 
help from 13 sailors who were shipwrecked on the Crozet 
Maah in the southem IndianOcean. The late DrDom Serventy 

up to the finding of thebird and the 1-the events m t e d  
subsequent mystery of the sailors' fate, in Serventy DC & 

Another species that undertakes long nomadic movement 
is the Grey Teal and it is cme of thefirst species of waterfowl 
to appear on ephemeral inland lakes after local rain.A bird 
banded at Swansea, Tasmania was recovered four years later at 
Lake Austin. WA 3 170 km away. while a bird from Humpty 
Doo. NTwas recovered 11 years, 7 months and 9 days later at 
Mma, WA 2530 km mth-west of the banding site. Knowing 
that Grey Teal respond rapidly to rain patterns across the 
Australian continent, one canonly guess at the distance cov- 
ered by this individual between banding and recovery. 

Whittell HM (1976) Bira3 of WesternAustralia, 5th edition, 
UWA Press, F'erth, pages 75 & 76. 

Recent attempts to trace the metal colla~have so far failed, 
but contacthaa becnma& with descendants of two of the boys 
whomadetheai~recovery.  Perhaps thecdlar will tumup 
oneday to take its place as a relic of theornithdogical history 
of WA. 

f 
P. de Rebeira 

Regional Organiser for WA 
Australian Bird Banding Scheme. 

Excursion & Observatory Reports 


EYRE 
In early March we banded 128 Welcome Swallows over 

two days. while attempting to catch one with white wing 
feathers. It was caught on the second day and we found the 
primaries and coverts 9-5 on the left wing and 9-6 on the right 
wing totally white. About 100from the large flock of swallows 
present moved on two days later and the white-winged bird has 
not been seen since. During the banding, we caught 40 retraps, 
including one 14 years old. 

In March a large flock of Fork-tailed Swifts arrived. We 
nxmded 12on most days far a week, then 100circling over the 
dunes. The following day there were approximately 200 at the 
9-mile, circling and calling and then no further recordings. 

There have been other comings and goings during the last 
three months. Almost 1000White-fronted Honeyeater and 350 
Red Wattlebird passedthrough the area in February flying east 
So far, there has been very little blossom to entice them back, 
but Brown and New Holland Honeyeater numbers have in- 



creased with Eucalyptw incrmsata starting toflower along the 
dunes..Fan-tailedCdcooe have anived back in the last couple 
o f w e & , g i v i n g ~ ~ t d d y i n t k m o r n i n g . D u r i n g  
Apd we had recordingsof PurplGaawnedLorikeet, the fmt 
in 12rnOILths. , 

One DouMebandcdPlover is now a regularon our weekly 
beach can t  and Red-neckedStint have inaeasedin number 

Snipe, cryptically hidden in a swamp on Roebuck Plain (fmt 
seen by Jack Huht). Many were thrilled to see such a rare (in 
WA) wader at close quarters. 

Ournext coursein August (61 1). p m i s e s  same excellent 
birding and covers all the habitats that we are so lucky tohave 
c l w  athand, mangrove, woodland, beach, freshwater lake and 
plain. There are still places left and we are enjoying meeting 

~ d a r e s b w i n g q u i t e ~ n e c k f e a t b e r s . T h e p a i r o f  Western Australian birdwatchers. If you are think@ of head-
F k d o y ~ ~ b i c h a r e ~ a u r B c a c h e n ~ m O s t o fing up North this win- and wish to stay at the Observatory. 
the have also anived bad from '?heir summer holiday". please back ahead to avoid dissapointment. Every day the 

~ t & ~ a t a y t & ~ ~ F e s i ~ c a r r y o n  are flowing in for campsites, units and the chalet. bookings 

aa usual, t& beautiful male Blue-breasted Fairy-wren now 
looking quite ordinary in eclipse plumage. Two Common 
Bronze* have been puttingin an appearance at the bird 
bath recently, a vay uncauwm event! 

We are always happy to give information to anyone 
phmhg a visit. Just a phone call oa note will do. 

R & G. W.tLins 
BROOME 

Q1cheeve~iagoftk23Apdatanartesianboxeon~ 
Plains,Eghty Mile Beach, I held a P h i l  Snipe in my band fur 
the fmt time. Caughtby mist-, it is om ofonly a W u l  of 
r e d  foa this pan of Australia and the first banded in the 
Kimbedey. 

For theAustralian Wada Studies Groupmembers who 
wae nearing cBead of their 1-t expedition toNorth West 
Australia, it was enough to put a smile on their weary faces. 
kbawbeenam~1baofcaafhmedsighhingsintkHlbara 
and orher@Me sightings in tbeT d t a y ,  but this wader is 
a Mitevagrant. Tbe tad feathem (usually 26) arttkdistin-
guishing featrlie. Theautamost am were astonishingly nar-
row and stiff, hence tbe name 'Pintail'. The bird was duly 
measured, banded, weighed, prodded and photographed in 
many varying positions until released into the night 

Thissnipe was omof 6012 wa&rsbanQdby theAWSG 
c b h g  their nine week expedition. A staggering 36 wader 
species in total were caught and released, most sporting a 
yellow pktic leg flag oa their right tibia to signify North-West 
Australia The si@~cant achievement of the expedition was 
that a range of wader species were sampled at regular intervals 
thFwghait theirentire northward departure period,something 
never before achieved at Broorne. 

I)laing tkexpeditioathe Wardens upgraded from 'YJ" to 
"A" h a s  banders adhopetocontinuebanding work h g h -  
out @ year. kCollinswho has amhibutedmuch in thepast 
to BBO, will be Assistant Warden through thebusy dry season 
and his expertise with birds and people will be much appreci-
ated. 

In response to the increasing demand for transport to the 
Observatory, by school groups and excursions, a small 13 
seater bus was purchased fmn Peath in April. A second hand 
vehicle, it is in fvst class order and we would like to &auk Mr 
Frank Kagis and WA Group for checking the vehicle and 
negotiating the pun:hase fur us, which would have been i m p -
dblk without an expensive trip to Perth. We also thank WA 
Group member Mary Vaughan, who was of exceptional help 
here from late February to mid May. We could nothave coped 
without her during the expedition and course. 

Our fmt course ran fur 11days during which 156 species 
were seenand everyone was involved in thebanding work with 
the AWSG expedition. Of note were. Mangrove Gerygone. 
Red-headed Honeyeater. Long-toed Stint and a pair ofPainted 

ensuring another busy seasonfor BBO. 
J. FPlhw & B.H a y w d  

LAKE McLARTY 13 Feb 
On a very windy day thirty nine people attended. Fifty four 

species were seen, including a rarity, a white headed or "al- 
biw"Red-necked Avocet. 

Species numbers were lower by cornparision with previ- 
ousweeks, @bly becauseof the strong winds and low water 
level. 

L.Hanis 


DWELLINGUP5 - 7 Mar 
Despitetkforecastofhot weather a total of 51 bird species 

were sighted on this long weekend campout in thejamb f-t. 
Prime birdwatching times were spent in the field and the hot 
middle of cheday was spent relaxing, swimming and canoeing. 
During previous campouts in this area, held in better weather 
and with greater numbers of birdos present. 56 species were 
seen. 

The mix of farm, river, jmah forest and bullich swamp 
habitats provided an interesting variety of birding. Highlights 
of the weekend included a pair of Collared Spmowhawks. 
t h e  lobinspecies, an Owlet Nightjar and an elusive Red-eared 
Firetail.The latter was sighted by a new comer to the group 
whose description fitted perfectly and was d i e d  shortly 
after by the distinctive call. Despite two spotlighting outings 
the Ban Owl, heard several times each night, was not seen. 

This campout again highlighted to us the benefits to new . 
members of an extended weekend of birding. Not only do their 
bird-watching skills significantly improve, but also they meet 
new friends and become part of the group in a way which is 
difficult to achieve at meetings and day outings. 

J. & R. Hill 

THOMSONS LAKE 13 Mar 
On a warm summer's day, over 30 people attended. Much 

of the Typha had been cut back, which made it easier to see the 
waterbirds - Hoary-Headedand Australasian Grebes. Austral- 
ian Pelicans, three species of Cormorant and seven species of 
duck, including Pink-eared.Hardhead. Blue-billed and Musk 
DuckA Marsh Harrier and Whistling Kite 'patrolled' the lake. 

Some of the group saw Great Egret. Little Egret and 
Intermediate Egret together, making it quite easy to observe the 
differences. 

Finally we ventured into the surrounding bush. Weebills. 
Rufous Whistlers. Splendid Fairy-wrens and Western Spinebills 
calling made for a pleasant finish. 

In all we saw 61 species. 
B. McRoberts 



BIG CARINE LAKE 26 Mar 
Eight members joinedme <m a walk a dthelake. which 

had dried to about a thirdof its -her 1993size.We came . 
upon Greenshank. Sacred and Straw-necked Ibis, egret and 
three speciesof cmmnant.On the saatbem sideof the lake we 
saw thet he  species of pbe .  

A Whistling Kite and Brown Goabawk were the aaly 
raptarsseenchrriogtbday.White+fFontedChwaeeapiedby 
s0meofthepaaty;tkyseantobavebeenyidwpread~~. 
We frniahed by having a look atLittle C !Me,w h  there 
were several cygnets - a little late in the year? We saw 50 
species in total. 

B.McRdnrQ 

JAURDl STATE FOREST 1 - 4 Apr 
Jaurdi: In ideal Autumn weather, 30 adults and onechild 

had arrived atJaurdi State Forest for the '94EastaCampout. 
Jaurdi. a former pastwal lease, was pnrchasedby CALM 

in 1989for conservation and research. It is laorthof Ihe old 
B d b i n  townsite. It proved to be an excellent birding loca- 
tion because of its size, diversity of W o m ~and vegetation 
habitats. We visited uncut woodland. salt lakes, granite out-
mps.breakaways and ironatomrangesand hills. 

Excellent campingfacilitiee have been installedby CALM 
at the ResearchCentre - including hot showera. 

On theSaturday we 
visited several interest- 
ing birding habitats in-
cluding Big Breakaway. 
Wallangie Soak and fi-
nally on to Mt Waltoar. 
Sightings included 
Chestnut Quail-thrush. 
Rufous Treecreeper, 
C h e s  t n u t - r u m p e d  
Thornbill and Splendid 
Fairy-wren. 

With the Eucalyp- 
tus concinna in heavy 
Masom we wae mated 
to many low-flying 
flocks of thousands of 
P u r p l e - c r o w n e d  
hiked, which provided 
a good subject for pho- 
tographers as they sat Jaurdi Environmental Centre 

pIealhgsanongtheMa-
som. Floweriog eucalypts also athactedten species ofhcmeyeater 
- White-fronted, Spiny-cheeked, Whiteeared and Yellow- 
plumed being the most common. 

On Sunday we explared south to theMt Walter area.G m t  
excitement was caused by the sighting of a Gilbert's Whistler 
by some of the party. in thick Exoccypus spartea scrub. This 
was another day of successful birding f a  all. 

Jaurdi proved ideal forall members to either participate in 
ofganised excursions oruse their time to visit the Shed Dam and 
suzroundingnaturalbushland f a  birdwatching. All enjoyed the 
evenings by the campfim for the 'daily count' and to join John 
Malcolm's discussion programme. 

Sixty eight species were recorded and the prize for the 

carrectguesaofthenumbcrofa~~wmpintlywoaby 
Barbara Stoncham andBxymt Baud& 
Rowles:BYTTuesdrya 

a d y a ' b a d y n i d  rrmaia#ltoddwsRoffbrLapmwbe 
campwar setup. W e b s d p o d v i e w ~ a f ~ A v ~  
B l e c k S w a ~ d ~ C a o t f r a m a r c r a p p .  

This area inandes several semi-pamracrrt frerhwsta 
lakea fringad by melahmca (sp)which prDivlde re e&t 
r e f u g e f a m e n y w ~ . ~ & t s p & m o f & & w a e ~  
onanevaingdrivetoCmqpLal& 


ThenpreaccesstreckstoePchdt8eb.Fortyare 
s p e c i e s o f w a F a b i r d h a v t b c e n ~ B a t , a m o c d f c x ~  
Australian ecPnpaste intexh. 

E d y W & c a d a y ~ w e s d o u t c m a d & t ~  
t r e t e n a n w ~ ~ t i m ~ t o ~ ~ . W O o d S a d -
piper. Black-fiontcd Rova,  Blrk-whgd  Stilt, Re&-
~ l a n d ~ w e s e f e + d i n g a a p O t h e I r t e ' a u i g c  
andal l lmdgmdviewsd~Duckmmgtkmdrkuaa.  
The return walk, through mulga-adypt Wadhapgbt 
more si-ga indudingAustraliaa Hobby, Grey Curmwong 
and White-fmmkd(Ihat. 

Theafternoon drive was toa b d m w a y  manear Muddy 
Lake where we eventually located White-winged Wrm. 

Sixtymspecies wen madcdduring our twonight stay 
at Rowles Lagoon 

Goorrpsnie An'aqpag&'sd#ouvi.Om 
Banda and B r d  Arrow to Gocmpmk Natkmd Pmk.At 

middayarmpwmlItfup 
by Deadman's Soak at 
NineaeaMileRdmaad 
o v a  1WcB we watched 
waninetyEhuscolnein 
todrink. 

GoongarrieNational 
Park is south-east of 
Menzies and situated on 
the mulgaleucalypt line. 
It is comprised of mulga 
predominantly. with 
pockets of eucalypts. 
callitris thickets andwith 
granite o u m  and salt 
lakes.At sunset we gath- 
dneartheSoaLtowit-
ness the arrival of birds 
coming to drink. It was of 

P. Agar great interest to observe 
the different wary meth- 
ods of approach. We saw 

Galah, Mulga Parrot. Crested Pigeon and over 100Common 
Bronzewing. 

At theend of summer it was not to be expected that many 
species would be sighted on our morning excursion east. 
However, several mulga and arid-zone species were sighted. 
including CrestedBellbird and Pied Butcfierbid We were also 
successful in locating White-browed Treecreeper.feeding on 
the ground near and in a grove of Callitris verrucosa.At our 
final campfm count we recorded 35species for Goonganie. 

This successful excursion will be remembered by those 
who participated. Its success was due to the thorough and 
thoughtfulplanning of Karenand Bill McRoberts. Theirexcel-
lent organisation of the daily excursions. frequent cummunica-



tion with m e m h  boughout the eight days, fortitude and 
good humour at dl timca was qpchted by all. 

R a A. Jon-

BlBRA LAKE 13Apr 
An nnpmdaing day, heavily overcast, misty.warm and 

yet so humid that binoculars tended to mist over and the 
surrounding bush so quiet. i t  seemad liltely we would see 
mthingbuttheusualswaamdducb#d;iaghanQntsonthe 
shoreline. However, man we had good views of all three 
grebes,tqethexwithd theducks tobe armintkmetroa~a,  
aglimpseafaReed W e r b k r d o f  aflockof SplddFairy- 
wren. 

We thenmoved to thenortbenrdeastern ahom of the 
lake and soar established the Charactetistic of % walk, an 
abundance of Willy Wagtails and a scarcity of the common 
bush bids. In contrast toplevious visit, only o mGrey Fantail, 
two8Bmwn Haneyeatem, two Yellow-rumped Thanbills,one 
Pardalote and one Silvereye were seen and two Port Lincoln 
Ringnecksatthe v e q d o f o u r w a l k .  

Wehad our atmkes af fatune: on the shodbe by the start 
of the board walk, we found a small flock of White-fronted 
Chat, a n o t k  of Red-necked Stint and dRed-necked Avocet 
Hetrealsowe had a fine view af a yamg Whistling Kite.We saw 
individual Buff-bandtd Rail at three separate places, watched 
a Bandicoot having a l d d y  'elevenses' and tried unsuccess-
fully to discover what was driving a flock of some thuty New 
Holland Honeyeater and some Weebill into frenzied activity. 

Recuperathg aftea nearly fwr hours of mwarding birding, 
two of our stalwarts nearly choked on their coffeeon seeing a 
Long-billedCorellaamong a flock af Galah. This brought our 
total af specie8 sightedon such rn unppmising day to65.There 
must be a moral somewhem if only I could thinkof it. 

P.Anson 

WUNGONG GORGE 17 Apr 
Appwrimately40peoplejainedKaren and Bill Mc+ 

on a cool, fine morning to walk down the 7 km gorge track. 
when Bill reaxdedhis 199thvisit. The bush along the track 
showedsignsof witbe- due tothe long rain-free @ad and 
a lot of the vegetation was dying. 

Birde were notp l d u l , but t h e  was noshxtage&Grey 
Fantail which were seen throughout the gorge. Red-eared 
Firttail were both seen and heard and some caught sight of 
White-brrastcd Robin. There was no sign of theWedge-tailed 
Eagle: it was said that ane af thepair has been shd. 

The BBQ areahad Splendid Faixy-wren and Red-winged 
Fw-wren, with at least one Red-winged male in breeding 
plumage.

Thrity four species were m&d. 
J. M u s b d  

STINTON CASCADES 7 May 
On a frrre autumn morning 23 members met on the out-

SkirtSof~tobeconductedtltMmtStintonCascades 
NR l'hisnew CALMReserve is beinginvestigatedby a amall 
group let by John & Helen Start to help CALM form a 
- w w = t  plan. 

Two groups were famed and each covered a d o n  af the 
Reserve,mtingbird@e8andtheirnumbers. Due tothevery 
dry &tians birds were notplentiful, but some enjoyed the 
sight af a p u pdRed-wingedFaixy-wmu, including3males 
in breeding plumage, near the edge of the creek. 

It wasdistlubingtoseethe number af dead and dying trees 
and shrubs throughout the Reserve, especially around the 
granitellocksafthenonnallyrushingcascades.Tbecreekwas 
dry and all plantlife ahowed signsof distress. 

Lata thegrarp drove toan interesting arta Wow Canning 
Dam, w h  White-breasted Robin, more Red-winged Faixy- 
wrenand a pair of Mistletoebirds were seen. 

Aftea lunch at this attractive spot the outing concluded 
with a walk in Buqedore Park (adjacent toW u n p g  Gorge) 
- which looked slnprisingly green in the afternoon sunlight. 
Again, birds were diff~cult to find. However, some found 
Western Yellow Robin, several Western Spinebill and New 
Holland Honeyeaters were seen feeding in the dryandra 

A most enjoyable day. Tbanks to John and Helen Start. 
B. Barrett 

DOOPITER SWAMP 15 May 
It was a calm, fine day. Eleven people spent a pleasant 

morning athopiter Swamp, which is achlally two permanent 
water paperbark swamps, both on private land. 

Frftyfour species were recorded, including seven species 
new to the list These seven were, Brown-headed Honeyeater. 
Orey Shrike-thrush, Red-capped Robin, Red-capped Plover. 
hg- toed  Stint, Striated Pardalote and Silvereye. 

Water level in theswamp was very low. but we saw many 
duck as we peered between the paperb&ks. The hoped-for 
Freckled Duck were not seen. 

Two taggedGreat Egret were seen. The tag of one was able 
to be read, theotherhad only a left wing tagand we were unable 
to make out the letters. 

Lunch was taken on a shady bank of the Moore River. 
where we watched a flock of Maned Duck moving back and 
forth between the river and nearby pastures. 

Thanks to Bryan and Margery for organizing such a 
pleasant and rewarding outing. 

H. Clark 
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cSunday 4th September - Half day excursion to Lake 
Joonddup, Edgewater 

C o m i n g  E v e n t s  Meet at 830  am at the first of pddand on theriht-
hand side of Edgewater. just north of Ridge Close.From the 
freeway, head east on Ocean Reef Road and turn left into 

Saturday 25th June - Half day excursion to Bibn Lake 
Meet at 8.30 am at the fvst carparkat thenorthern end of 

Bibra Lake. It is part of the Beeliar Wetlaads chain. Large 
numbers of waterbirds are usually seen; in April we saw a total 
of 65 species. 

Leader: Peter Anson 

Monday 27th June Meeting - Herdsman Lake Wildlife 
Centre 8.00 pm 

Barry and Jennifer Muir will describe the habitats of 
various tropical bird species in Thailand. Malaysia and Indane-
sia. 

Sunday 3rd July - Hslfday excursion to the CALM Wildlife 
Research Centre, Woodvale 

Meet at 8.30 am at the entrance to the Centre on the old 
Ocean Reef Road. near the turnoff to the Mitchell Freeway. 
Allan will show us around this small reserve surrounding 
CALM'S Research Centre. 

Leader: Allan Burbidge 

Sunday 17th July - Half day excursion to Lake Coogee 
Meet at 8.30 am on the southern side of Mayor Road. 

Munster (50 metres west of Hamilton Road). 
Over80 e e s  have been seen at the lake and in s d -

ing bushland including nine species of raptor. 
Lea&rs: Jan and Dave Crossley 

Monday 25th July Meeting - Herdsman Lake Wildlife 
Centre 8.00 pm 

Bob Goodale, naturalist, photographer and film-maker. 
will introduce us to the birdlife and other aspects of the 
Shoalwater Marine Park near Rockingham. 

Sunday 14th August - Half day excursion to Herdsman 
Lake 

Meet at 8.00 am at the carpark beside the tennis courts off 
Herdsman Parade. opposite Dodd Street (just south of Jon 
Sanders Drive). We will walk right around the lake (6 km). 
Wear soundwalking shoes, a hat and bring a drink and insect 
repellent. We will drive to Floreat Waters carpark at the 
southern end of Lakeside Road for a picnic lunch. 

Leaders: Judy and John Blyt. 

Sunday 21st August - Half day excursion to EUis Brook 
Meet at 8.00 am at the comer ofGosn$ls Road and Bygum 

Lane. Martin. This interesting site for bushbirds close to Perth 
may have some species not often seen in the metropolitan area. 

Leader: Les Hams 

Monday 22nd August Meeting - Herdsman Lake Wildlife 
Centre 8.00 pm 

Jan and Rob Hill, who were wardens at Eyre Bird Observa- 
tory some years ago, will talk about the RAOU's senior bird 
observatory with its beautiful setting. historic associations. 
numerous activities and abundant b h i f e .  

Edgewater I)rive. 
This is a large lake with several habitats containing differ-

ent species. We shall focus on the southern end of the lake. 
(where b  y  s m t s  have names such as 'Warbler Close" and 
"Passerine Close") Bring a telescope if you have one. . 

Leader.Graham Little 

Monday 26th September Meeting - Herdsman Lake WUd- 
life Centre 800 pm 

MrCFH Jenkins. will knownfor his history d-
butions to the WestArrstralian newspaper and a founder mem- 
ber of the WA Group of the RAOU (having attended its 
inaugural meeting on May 22 1x3).  has entitled his talk 
"Looking Back". 

Monday 24th October Meeting - Herdsman Lake WUdlUe 
Centre 800 pm 

Karen McRct&rts, who has considerable experience in the 
field, willbe discudng theinvestigationofdisease in waterbh.ds. 
Tbe severeimpact of inmasing humanactivity an our &-
ing wetlands makes her topic important for all cammed with 
the survival of thebirds of those wetlands. 

Monday 28th November Meeting - Herdsmnn Lake Wild- 
We Centre 800 pm 

I)r Stuart Halse, ofCALM'S Woodvale Research Centre. 
will speak to us aboutCape Barren G a e ,  which in this State 
occllronly in small numbers on the islands of the h h i p e h g o  
of theRecherche and theadjacentd a d ,  and tosome extent 
also about some of theother southernhemisphere geese such as 
Magpie Geese. 

NO DECEMBER EVENING MEETING 

B B C B Q Answers 

1) 'Taxa not definitely located in thewild during thepast 
50 years, or species that have not been found in recent 
years despite thorough searching". @ 1) 
2) Yes@ 32) 
3) 1932 by HM Whittell in the Bridgetown area @ 54) 
4) Probably not @ 55) 
5) Illegal trapping @ 85) 
6) Over 100 years @ 97) 
7) 10 years @ 107) 
8) None @ 83) 
9) 1970's @ 104) 
10) Willie Wagtail (p xxxiii) 

Questions 1 to 9 derive from Garnett S. (Ed). 1992. 
Threatened and Extinct Birds ofAurtralia. RAOU Report 
82. RAOU & ANPWS. Victoria and question 10 from 

Blakers M. Davies SJJF. Reilly PN ( 1 W )  The Atlas of 

Austrulian Birds. RAOU. Melbourne University Press, to 

which the page numbers refer. 
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SooFLshor, News 


There are MANY new publications now available on birding in overseas countries -

Indonesia, Asia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, Singapore, East Africa, Southern Africa, 

the Americas, Borneo 


and many more. 

New bird studies include finches and sparrows, hornbills, avian biology, falconry etc. 


Ring our office, or better, call in any week-day am. to examine the catalogues of books 

available. We can order any title for you 


at discount prices. 

Reference Library: While visiting, inspect our reference library, both books and videos, 
which are available for free loan to members. 

For Sale: -Field guides, @s, cards, videos, tapes. We have a few of the National Photo- 
graphic Index series left -onlv $29.00 ! 

If we haven't got your book in stock we'll order it. 

Special prices for members! 


Country Brochures: -Be sure to collect your free birding information brochure from the office if you are 
going to any of the following areas - Kununurra, Wyndham, Carnarvon, Kalbarri, Geraldton (Houtman 
Abrolhos), Northam, Kojunup, Mullewa, Albany, Kalgoorlie, Margaret River. Others in the seriessoon 

available. 

Rowles Lagoon P. Agar 
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