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T h e  T y r a n n y  of T a x o n o m y  

Taxowmy impairs the serenity of bird obegvus. All 
e a d u r e i n i E a t i o n . f t u s ~ o n a n d ~ ~ b y b ~ ~ j a d t o  
anaditrary,dpfuland & ! u n a e d i n  
a laqpqe  few EPf d l m . ~ & t i d l y  stluted with 
CarlLirme(1707-1778),latcrlm0~11a~Cari~0nLinneand 
even latex known as Carolw Ijnnacw.A suocessfulbotanist 
and physician,(he was a piofasor dm e d i k  before becun-
ingpiofessorofb@ny bybisownrequest),itis torirme,that 
we owe thebinaddmmdahmsystem,which became the 
foundatian for modem taxammy. 

In themid-18th Century when Linnesuggested thebim-
mial system using Latin, it was the then 'universal' language 
and could be read by most tducated persons. Two h m d d  
years More, the educated could speak Latin easily (Queen 
ElizabethIofEnglanddeiiveredspeechesinLacin-besidea 
beingfluent in GreeL;French and Italian). but 200years aftex 
h,that is thepr=9enttime, very few am read Latin let a l e  
speakit anda lmrwladgedJAa is mkagaregarded ma sign 
of education but rather of dilettantism or of time wasted. 
Taxonomy. however, cantinuea to use Latin. 

Taxoncmyis theclassificationof living entitia by kinship 
and evolutionary descent. FisherlFlegg (1974) state 'Taxo-
nomic zoologists..... have one of themost difficult tasksin the 
whole of zoology. for in their ammgement.....in a natural 
c l a ~ ~ c a t i o nthey have to bear in mind mimy very different 
principles......the taxonomist has to be an historian, an evolu-
tionist. a geographer, an anatomist. a bibliographer, and often 
a mathematidan..." @35).All this sounds impressively scien-
tific and psessed of precision and certainty. 

C v t l y  it is something of a surpriseto find that "all 
systems of zoological classification are armcial in that they 
contain a largesubjectiveelement*'and that the"category that 
has objective reality is species ......all other categories,lower 
orhigher. aresubjective" (Thomson 1%4. ~1281129).ar 'The 
species category has a biological definition.....but all higher 

cakpies  in the U&au h i d c a l  systrtn,hchdbggc-
. 

nus,family,orda, class, and soan, arembi~rary&&ndaa 
of gadogical relationship." (McKitrick 1991p76) - (my 
emphmcs.)Itismtd~mpttaxanolnistsdonot winhto 
be scientific, it is simply that lac- data. "arbitmy" and 
"subjective" judgmrerdscrre Wtable.  

Wiena (1991) in discussing biogeography says "the 
details.....depend on the t a x d c  -cations of birds and 
kirrelationships thatme Inwgue9*@IS)- (my a q h i s . )  
OM of thenewest wAmi~uesfor distinguishingtheordersof 

is basedonDNA-DNA hybridizdiaa.an aQlprrachwitid 
involve.the differential melting paintsof related and lesser 
related genetic materials. The kdmique results in a rather 
different t a x d c  orda to rhatwith which we arem d y  
forced to stnrggle - see comparativetable onpage 2. 

It is obvious from the lists ovaieaf that if (or mare likely 
when) theDNA method becomes fully in vogue, our present 
taxammkadawiUudtxgosignifiamtifnotprofamd~ 
Some minor changes were wrought in the fmt volume of 
HANZAB: thesecondhas introdud sigdicant altedans to 
the t a x d c  orda far raptors. rails, stilts, plovers and dotet-
els, so that already (that is with only a few of the total of 
Aus~ralianbirdscoveredby HANZAB)all previous bird pub-
lications. books and bird lists are superseded. Thousands of 
pages of printed m a t e d  have become outdatedovernight 

Brooke (1991)d e m  to the fact that where theDNAIDNA 
approach differa from that derived from auatomical fatues 
(the main basis for the cment taxonomic order) "it is not 
possible (in the absenceof a mare M e d  fossilrecord) to say 
which amwer is right" @78), but he appears to declare his 
allegianceby stating that "inour accountof theorders dbirds. 
traditional taxonomy has been fcdlowed since this will make it 
easier for the reader to tie together information......with ac-
counts in other bird books." @78) 

Traditional or current vogue taxonomy profoundly and 



Current taxonomic order DNA taxonomv t McKitrick 19911 
Radtes Ratites 
Grebes Waterfowl 
Penguins, Albatrosses, Petrels Button-quails 
Gannets, Cormorants Rollers, Bee-eaters 
Frigatebirds Cuckoos 
Tropicbirds Parrots 
Herons & Ibis Swifts 
Waterfowl Owls & Nightjars 
Rap tors Pigeons 
Button-quails Passerines 
Rails Rails 
Shorebirds, Gulls & Terns Shorebirds, Gulls.& Terns 
Pigeons Raptors 
Parrots Grebes 
Cuckoos Tropicbirds 
Owls & Nightjars Gannets & Cormorants 
Swifts Herons, Ibis & Pelicans 
Kingfishers, Bee-eaters, Rollers Frigatebirds, Penguins 
Passerines Petrels & Albatrosses 

adversely effects all bird obaervere. It is followed by all the i m p h b l e  you will p t  theammpment of your new diction- 
literature. Aa you tohunt f a  infomation in your bird book. ary with enthusiasm. 
frustrated by trying to d whether babblers are before Yet bird books continue to be amnged similarly to the 
t n e c r c c p a s d w h e s e b o c h ~ i n ~ o n ~ o w a r b l ~ r % y o u m ~  Suppoaersof the present taxonamic supposed new dictiona~~. 
wdl e x d h  at tkebsrPdity of thecurrent situation in which 
your book ia ordged acaxding toan ''arbitrary", "subjective" 
and ettificialsyatem which isundastoodby few a d ofinkmt 
toleas. Handsup thosewho me aware thattbeW h i t e b k e d  
Hcmcycet~is a m d y  mgmMas be* evdutioaary youagex 
than theNew H a h d  Honeycater. Hands up thosewho care. 

The current taxonomic adering of bird literature. ie. 
listing by evdutiamy date ordg, bas tbe less senst when it is 
rcalised that tbe time spans involved cannot be realistically 
appreciated by the human mind. The evolutionary time be- 
tween parrots and raptors may have been some 30 million 
years, or a mere 10 million between rails and shorebirds. 
Among tbe most recent of the bird groups is Passerines, 
evolved over 100milliah years ago. The8e lengths of time are 
beyond any adequate campieheadon. 

Imagim your response when you next visit your book- 
d atopurcbe an Eoglishdictionary. You are informed that 
all the dictionaries have been given a new approach.You find 
t h e y a r e ~ ~ t o t b e e t y m o l o g i c a l f a m i l y o f e a c h  
wad. with each family expressed in a languageyou areunable 
to understand. but meaning Old French, Latin.Greek. New 
Latin. Old English. Old High Gtrman, Old None. Middle 
Dutch,Urdy Poltugese. Somali,Italian.Dutch, Swedish. Scots. 
Middle Law German. Middle High German, Mediaeval Latin. 
Old Spanish. Hebrew - and many more. (thexe are some 95 
analogousfamilies in your Australian bird book.) You are also 
infdtbewordsinthedicti~withineacbfamilygtoup-
ing are set out in their evolutionary order. 

You might well Mieve tbechange toyour derencebodr 
tobe not advantageous. You might well believe there must be 
a better way to set out your dictionary. You might even suggest 
alphabetically. YOU might feel the more strongly when you 
discover your new dictionary arrangement is agreed to be 
subjective. arbitrary and lacking in certainty, even by those 
with expertise, is the subject of intensedebateamong scholars 
and is liabIe to dramatic alteration and reixganisation. It seems 

arderingofbirdliterature,iftkebeany,canofanusesay that 
if we wish to locate infonuation on a @IC bird, all we have 
to do is look up the index. Overlooking for a moment the 
vexatious habit of printing indexes in so small a print as to 
induceeye strain, you would not accept the mere pmemeofan 
index as a rational defence of the 'hew dictionary". The 
presence of an index is not a rational defence of the current 
arrangementofbird books-maely an excuse for not making 
a long overdue alteration. An equally feeble excuse is that 'it 
has always been done this way'; the most sterile response to 
needs for change. 

Why arenot bird books in alphabetical order by English 
names - English now being the 'univergal' language ? The 
taxonomic order can then be placed in the pages previously 
occupied by the index. to satisfy the tiny minority of those 
interested in the current vogue among scholars as to the 
sequenceof bird evolution. English alphabetical order would 
makebird badis andbird lists easy foi the vast majority to use, 
rather than the current very difficult "arbitrary" approach and 
would overcome thetrauma of finding all existingbooksand all 
bird lists out of sequence when the taxonomic order alters, as 
it has done recently in HANZAB and will again. 

A strict alphabetical order (of the English k e s )  might 
not always be themost convenient Groupings, themselves in 
alphabetid older, suchasducks,haaeyeatas. parrots. raptors, 

seabirds, waders etc might make for greater ease of we. with 
the birds within each grouping in alphabetical order. Bodrs 
with such 'family' groupings are already produced, but they 
remain tyrannisedby taxonomy when it comes to the order of 
the species within each group. which follow the current "arti-
ficial". "subjective" and wholly infuriating practice. 

When it is fully realised that current taxonomy is not 
scientific but the consensus among best guesses, that the over- 
whelming majority of bird observers are almost wholly dis- 
interested in evolutionary sequences and that the use of bird 
books could easily be made simple, in place of the current 



cuigmaticintricacy. then thedavit&PdhcEerrceto"taxOMmic 
ordci"fabod,bodurandbirdW willbe scenfawhtitis. 
a paniciaua blight. 

W e m a y b e d e t o a v o i d t k ~Laciafaawhile 
yet.&caddy an tnmdationis nottkdutiaa ( f a  exsm#e, 
even EmMcma d a t a  seemsbe- tban "Idid Wak with 
eyes" - theR e d 4  Fitail)but Latin binwnials canbe 
listed f a  early fume dmgc to Fmglil. This cmwait until 
tamonow. Today we canhave a r a c i d  mqpment  f a  a m  
bird lists and bird bodrs and thrpw off th cramma we 
currently endure. It is time to rise againat .the tyrmay of 
taxcmauy. 

B.Buchman 
Ref-: 

BFoateM, McKitrick MC & J (1991) all amdbu-
tots to The Cambridge Encyclopedia ofOrnffhology.EQ 
B h M &BirkheadT (1991) CambridgeUniversity ha. 
Mabourne. Australia. 

Fisher J. revisedFlcgg J (194) Watchg Birdr. T&.AD 
Poyacr, h q u b  Books. Victor&Australia 

Thomsan. Sir AL ed (1964) A New Dictionary ofBlrdr 
British OraithologistsUmm Nelroa.bghd. 

Comphj by tk ~ a t i ~humitfee. Shires are in 
breckets. 

SOUTH-wesy ( S W  Bay to Cape Arid) 
c.ttkEgmt - 1.1011194-11I24M. Lake Kogdup (Cockburn) 
-JH 
k t &d-*, J v - F - ,  Lake McLarty ( M v )  
-JH.IS.KN.RDandothers 
sacred (AMI- White)Iblr - 5.201Y93. in theac4-t 
paddock. unusual in the wheatbelt, Dryandra State Farest 
( w i i )- LS 
Royd spoonbill - 1.J v - F k h a y .  LaLeMcLarty (Muray) 
-JH.IS.KN.RDandodms 
Yellow-bllled Spoonbill - 200. January-February. LaLe 
Mchty (Mumy)(bigheatnumber ncardad f a  this site) - JH. 
IS. KN. RD and othas 
AIWhIh  Shdd~Ck- abwt 1OOO.711KM. N w bk.SW 

OfWagin(wagin)-LS 
Chestnut Teal - 1. 2011194. Bayswater Bird Sanchlary 
(Bayswater) - HvW 
C o l l d  S p m w h a w k  - 1. 19110193,Buutine Nature R e  
serve (Dalwallinu) (not previously recorded in this Nature 
Reserveor this Atlas Mock) - BB 
Wedge-t.ibd Eagle - 1.25/1/W. Lake Kogdup(Cockburn) -
JH * 1.January 94. OceanReef (Warmeroo) - IL,GL (uncun-
man on Swan k t a I  Rain) 
Peqpine F.lcon - 1.818193, Mosman Park (Mosmau Park) -
MCr * 1. 17111193. McGillivray Oval. Mt Claremont 
(Clammat) - MCr 
Mdeefowl - 1.17111/93.roadsidebetweenHyden and East 
Hydea (Kondinin) - TS 
Sooty Oyatercatcher - 1,25110/93and on s e v d  owasions 
since.Alfred Cove (Melville) (apparently not previol~slyre-
cardedhere) - JH 

- 0 d d a P k ~ - 1.7/11193.~Cave(Mdville)-
JH.TK,Q,* 1 , 1 2 l l ~ . ~ K o g d r p ( a o d r b r m ) - J H *14  
6'1/W.Crsayfdmd.Pcd~et(MradPrd)-JH 
Hooded Plover - 1 imauttm. Novanba- DsceaPkr 19% 
' ~ b d ~ a v e ( ~ a ~ e ) - ~ ~ . ~ ~ r o b ~ t k ~  
M0@b~Pbra-2.7111~.AIfMCavc(Mdvlllc)-TK 
LmgesuaPknr-1 2 * 1 % 1 1 2 1 9 3 * q r r s r ~ ( A l ~ )  
-JH 
RsdkeLsd A ~ 0 ~ & - 2 5 0 0 . 3 / 1 / W . ~ ~ o r b a g t 5 0 0 0  
indyFebr9rry.hkeMcLrty(Momy}@ghPrPePbafa 
tkd - w a t )  - B& MC. JH 
Woad Sadpiper - 6.1019193~divirWater Ski Phk 
~ ) ( d y ~ f a l s i r q # c i e r ) - J H  
-T-- 1 8 , 1 7 / 1 2 2 9 0 . ~ ~ W t ( A l b r q r )  
-JH* 1 4 . 4 1 ) 9 4 . S Q ~ U - m - J H  
M r r L ~ - 2 O , k e u y - ~ 1 9 W . - u  
(M-y)-mIs.KN.RDmdorlwn 
TaJrs..dplpr-2,1%112193.~HaboPr(AIbay)-JH 
Bkk-b%doad.rrit- 1*1814En*WaLCdErQy*r4j#llt 
to Bremtr Bay town ( J a n m w )  (mmsud cm (ht uwh 
m t )  -AS 19. Jr~awy-Febnwy.hkeMcLrty ( M v )-
J H . I s K N . a D d ~  . 
Red lbot - 1. J-w-Febnrsry. Lab McLmty (M-1
( ~ . 1 ~ r y f i 0 l g ~ 0 0 1 d l t ) - J H * I s , K N * R D d o d v n  
Sharp-bp.d SUOpIper - 3000. Jrnprry-Fdmmy. Lakc 
McLPty (Mpcy)@ighnumk f a  tk&west) -JH.IS. 
KN.RDandothn 
P&od Sadpiper - 3.17111193. BMvir W.ta SkiP.rL 
@dhghm)(9sustlydyaearinmgahm)-M 
LMeSUmt- 1 i n ~ ~ . 8 1 2 1 W . h k e C o d o a r U P p  
-1 -TK,BN 
C* S u d m  - 500.311194. Lalre McLrty ( M m y )  -
BBa, MC 
B19d-bgkd Sandpiper - 1.26110193.AlfredCove(Mdville) 
- MCr * 2.7-84 1193. Alfred Cove (Melville) - GM. JH and 
othcra * 1.311lW. Lakc McLarty (Murray)- GM. BBa. MC 
Run - 1m y ~aeve).I ~ I / W .hkeMCL- (MUL~~Y)-
TK,FO 
Great Skua - 1.26111193. RGC wetlands. 5km S of Cape4 
(W)- MJB 
PIcllle Gull - 1. 19/12/93. S m t o  (Wamcmm) (rare in 
metropditan am) -JR,AB 
G & W  Tern - 1.2Y10193. in beadingplumage. Alfred 
Cove(Mdville) - JH * 10.8111W. bkF'kwtm. aarMy-
(Harvey)- TJ 
Common Tern - 17. 16/1/94, Mandurah Boat Harbour 

, -1-JH 
Sulphurccrcsted Cockatoo - 6. 3111194. Lake McLarty 
(Murray) - BBa. MC 
R.Lnbow Lwlkeet - 2+. April-May 1993. Canningtan(Can-
ning) (unusual in this area) - TS 
Yellow Wagtail - (subspecies simillima). 29112/93. Laire 
McLarty (Mumy)(third recordfor the south-west) - IS. JH 
Red-capped Robia - 1male. 30/10/!33.14111193 a d21111/93. 
McGillivray Oval. Mt Claremont (Clamnont) - MCr 
Westan Ydbrr R o b  - 1.27111193.Buntine NatureReserve 
(Dalwallinu)- AB. IR 
Golden Whbtkr - 3.61 12/93.Wellesley. just west of Benger 
Swamp(Harvey) - MJB 
SplendidF-wmm - 1male. 11111/93.Alfred Cove(Melvdle) 
- MCr * 2.23112193, Attadale (Melville) - ND (uocanmonin 
urban areas) 



Redthroat - 1 male, 25/5/93, Phillip River 14km NW of 
Ravens- (Ravenstborpe) (an exteasion of b w n  range 
about 40 km S fromnear Lakc King) - AS 
Tarrny-c~xmnedHoneyedm- 2+, 28'1 1193. Buntine Name 
Reeave ( W w a l h )  (mnwral Ibfar mWhc89t) - AB. JBand 
othas 

-(including the Pilbam, Gascoyne, inkxiorand 
N-1 

. 

BorPrte9rhmt - 2,27nI93, qpmmtly nesting in a mulga 
stump,MCtk.fbgi(L( M m ) - JS. HS 
clnumar ( c L c r t . 8 t ~Qorrll-tbmrb- 1.1017193. 
Ki&on Track, 100 hn W of C d g  Stock Route (East 
Pilbam) - KC 4. mda nmt with 2 eggs. 18l7193,Kamedy 
Range (Cltmavon)- JS. HS 1. 24/8193. Yuimnery Station. 
llear Sandaorre(M-)- KC 

East Khbdey) -TK 
C h y  m w k  - 1, (white phase), 1111194, near Argyle 
DimnodMine (Wyndban-EhtKimbdey) - FO 

Fdaa  - 1,Y10,10110,19/10,29110/93, Brrrmne Bird 
Clbarvrtay (B~wme)- BBO 
OlwrrL.L - 2 flocks (60,15), 24/1/94. Broome (Brmmre) -
BBO 
Comesorr Rubhank - 2.1811W3. GabC1#k.Roebuck Bay 
(Brwme) - BBO 3.16111W. Roehrlr Bay (Bro-) - BBO 
Adrn--45,2118193,mmw)-BBO
* 213110193 ad228110193. Roehrk Bay ( B m ) - BBO 
Bmdbesd&dp@ar- 1,211m. md3.26'1W3. Rohck  
Bay (Broome) - BBO 
R - d  Fklt-Dove - 1,1811194, Bmme @roome) -
GS 
ColrnaoaKod - 1mak. 111194,mar Argyle ficrmondMine 
(w*---) (at===-adeedraoge) 
-FO 
Cburnd-Mltd Cudrao - 1.1Y12/93,near Argyle Diamcmd 
Mine (Wyndham-East Kimbdey) - TIC 

CORRIGENDA 
~ P b n r - l ~ * 1 0 1 9 1 9 3 , ~ c a n E o i o t ( N e d l a a d S )  
- MBy (Shown as Double-brmded Rova inWABN 68) 
D o ~ b k - W e dPlover - Tbe record of two immatum at 
Woodman Fbint inOctoba(WABN 68)iap.esrmrediwaned 
This speaea breeds August toFebruary in New Zealandand 
aftabreeding, many birds (adults and irnmatuea) migrate to 

- Australia. At this time, immaturea can eaaily be distinguished 
inrmadults, but while inAustralia,immnharn begin todewclop 
breeding plumage. Immaturea can still be distinguished by 
their warn plimaries and retainedjuvenile i n w  median coverts 
up untilabout the time ddcptwc. A few birds spend summer 
inAustralia,but by aboutAugust, immahnw me indistinguish-
able from adults. One would therefore not expect to see a 
juvenile or immature Double-banded Rover in Australia in 
0dober.ImmatumbitdscameasilybecoafusedwiththeLarge 
Sand Rova. 
Gmnshmk - 275.5110193, Creery Island (Mwray) (appar-
ently thehighest anmt from sd-weatemAustralia) -JH.TK. 
CD(Shown as 175birds in WABN 68). 

Members ContributionsI 
LITTLE GRASSBIRD WADING 

On Surday 6thFebruary aftex theWellard wetlandouting. 
Brada Newbey d I visited Lake CodotmgupinRochghm. 
We parked at thepicnic area at the northern end and walked 
along theedge of the lake to the north east corner where the 
reeds are h e  to the water. 

There wae several thousand ducks (Pacific Black Duck. 
Grey Teal andAustralianShe-lduck), about 200 Banded Stilt. 
sane Red-necked Avocet and otbea expected saltwaterhabitat 
watabirds. 

7 k e  wae several hundred waders (mainly Red-necked 
Stint and Redcapped Plover, plus Curlew Sandpiper and 
-). Brenda noticeda bird about20m away amongst 
other wadere ina smaU (about4mby 2x11).vgy shallow (Brim 
at moet) wet about2m from thereds.We had difficulty 
convincing ourselves because of the behaviour, but it was 
unmiatalrraMya Little Grassbird. We saw another very dose 
by arda third sane distance away near threeSpotleasand ax 
Bailton's Crake. 

I have never segl a Little Grassbird in the open on the 
g m d  bdm. Not d y  thaf but it was faraginealmostexactly 
like tbe wdae  it was with, except ?hatonce it was on top of a 
dsbolnataliteinapod.Whenalanndthe waders flew out 
tow& thelake, while dneLittle h b i r d  flew the two metma 
to theedgeof thereds.It re-appeared quite soon each time. 

We alsomticed?hat sometimesthe Iittle Grassbird d 
itsfeettosplashthewaterorto'stampon' themudas though 
todisturb prey. 

F.O'Connor 

LETTER FROM UK 
I was lucky m g htospend threeweeks with RAOU W 

A membere d y .  My k t  inPerth saw noticeof a walk in 
Bold Park f a  Bird week in Oc- 1993. I had visited Bold 
Park and was eager to join the walk and knowing I was a 
stranger,peuple took tmuble toexplain thevarious habitatsand 
calls.I mw several speciea - from a dramatic view of a Iittle 
Eagle sixxhg high toa littleSilvmye fitting in thebushea. At 
the end of the walk I was told of two other walks, one at 
Booragoon Lake on the following day. A member offered to 
takemdinavgyMalenthebitatIwas toldofthepddems 
of keeping a balance between man and nature. 

Thenew boardwalk into the wetland a ~ e agave a mmel-
lous opportumitytoseea Darter with a family dtwo young and 
various ducks and camorants.It seemed somewhat bizarre to 
pinwitheome30othgsinturnstoviewthebackofasleeping 
Rufous Night Heron but this was not nearly so bizarre as the 
sight and souad of the male Musk duck displaying - amazing! 

Thencame the "Big One" - an all day trip toAustin Bay 
Reserve. I had an interesting ride down to meet 22 other 
athusiasts.We saw a variety of damp and dry habitats. I have 
seen the intkquentspoonbill at home in Suffdk, but never so 
many and sodearly. I was very glad tohave theopportunityto 
look at them through a telescope. Also. at the Australian 
Shelduck, sodiffemt from ours. 

I had never seen a heat haze like that across the very wide 
estuary or walked on sand which felt crisp underfoot. with 



encrusted salt. I was amazed to see ~ t u r a lvegetation with 
whichImnfamiliaraswildacultiv6kd~atborn.The 
Aussie avocets let me down - I did want to see them! I was 
~ g t , t e d t o b e s h o w n ~ ~ d o m b d s p i d a n w i t h w e . .  
Then the hunt for a Splepdid Fairy-wren was on - a fme 
s e e n  was folmd which sat still lcmg enough f a  me to 
marvel at it througha tdcamp. 

I f d t b e d c e p d d b r e e o n m r e t b e r t r y i n g ,  
t h o u g h I d i d f i n d a ~ e c f u m p d a n a a l d g m n ~ p e w  
inflawa,buIwasso~rogdMtoa~haebyIbecare. 
I had beem afraid of letting the si& down only to fqad others 
equdly tired dgladofI d .  

Webed a good bipborn,acciq some Ricbds Pipits,like 
ourMeadow Pipit and at Serpentine F d s  watched a White 
fdH~~&&@fi~~tbytbtpod.The~~nbedset-
a Wdglory -before we re- to Perth. 

Thank you all f a  your kindness andmaking my stay in 

~rateongathainedataonspaciaendemictofbeirmaand 
matributewhawapamible tothe s tdy  ofv* within 
E p e c i e a t b p t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ] ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ d s t b t ~ ~ ~ ~  
taLe pat in co-opemrive nationri d i n t u d d  pojccta 
~ a t ~ ~ r a l e r r d f e e d b r f ~ -
mentsoflcmgdirtacetrav~ thrtrpad-ofthe~in 
Australia This work enrMca r#eacben to idesltify major 
f ~ d ~ r e r r d a q ( ~ ~ u o d b y ~ m  
impolFlmtrtepintbtp#xssofnnJ~Wfatomava-
tim.Othnpojcusanaridtowrdraema&~ms 
in populations,lmpvity, site ficblity of individuals a ddis-
pasaldyaung. 

h g  tam bamfiaO rtlwtiea have m v d l e d  raneof tbt 
myanica about bitdr; bow long they live, wbae tby came 
f h .  where they go,but not dl the quutions h v e  beem 
mwCrCd. 

Do you h v e  any queatiaw? 
WA ~ e , i t w a e j u s t l k a a t o f ~ I w . ~ ~ t e d ~ Q b u  P. &Rebdra 
feared 1would oot be able to do. R e g i d  OrgarrtafaW.A. 

M.Leasom 	 AusbralianairdB8miingScbmre. 

i~ a m l o o l r i n p f a ~ a i t e a f o r ~ n e w p o ~ t h a t w i l lBanding Networks 	 amceatrate on huge rursod ptbuingn of hoaeyutas in 
patches dnative vcgctafim tbat have d v e  amwlflostq-
ingevarha. Ifaaymmrhalmawsdarhmt#witbia300-400 

This is thefmt da mguk featurethat willpubliciae bird km ofRd,pleaseoontadme at 12Glenwood Avcrme, Glea 
banding eveats;local,nabiaraland inkmatiad. Badaswho Forrest, Tekphoae:(09) 29 88999. 
wish to report ona project,afeatureunusual andhtcmting 
recoveria are invitedtn wbmit copy tn the13ditor. 

The systtmaticmarkingof frce-flyingbirds for ornitb 
logicalstudywasfit.8tusedinDemaerkalmonta0~~turyago. 
The Australian Bird B&g Schem was aewd in 1953, 
although banding activity had been coadudedin this ommtry 
about30 years befgrethat Bid baadingbasamc a long way 
since thea 

Bird atxl bat banding in Australia and its Territoria is 
conhded by the Australian Nature Conservation Agency, 
formerly called the Australian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. ANCA issues banding permits in amjunction with 
each state wildlife authority. Research in W.A. need a 
licensefromCALM to take fauna f a  shdy pmposa. A further 
permit is required to operate in a National Park or Nature 
R e m e .  

Then are aurendy 110bird banders registered in W.A.. 
with another 15out+fState bandaa licensedtocadud brmd-
ing projects in the WtstThree me from the U.S.A.. me  from 
Germany and the rest are from intentate. 

There are 83separate banding prow in W.A., super- 
vised by 45individual supervising banders who meassisted by 
55 collaborating banders. I . .addition to this them is a strong 
supporting p u p  of volunteer assistants who take partin field 
trips andexpeditions to band birds. 

Of the 83 bird bandingpojxts,58 are being d u c t e d  by 
amateur researchers, the balance by staff of private field 
stations, universities, research institutions and government 
departments. At present there are91A Class banders resident 
in w.A., 17csass (~hstatus) and 2 R class (~estricted 
duration permits). 

One of thenational projects mdeaway is aimed at collect- 
ing information on birds for the Handbook of Australian. New 
Zealand andAntarctic Birds. Some regional operators concen-
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Notes For Contributors 

The Editor requests contributors to note :-

*WABN normally d y  pubiishes material onWA birds 
*contributions should be written or typed with Double 
Spacing 
*WABNuses RAOU recommended English names 
*copy will be edited where -piate 
*conEributicms will be pubfished uultss the contributor is 
informed to the contrary 
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N o t i c e s  

COMMrrrEE 

The WA Group Committee for 1994-1995is 
Chairman: Brian Wilson (09) 293 1094 
Vice Chairman: John Blyth (09) 381 6293 
Secretary: Margaret Philippson (09) 375 2068 
Treasurer: Peter Anson (09) 330 29 15 

Committee Members: -
Allan Burbidge (09) 306 1642 
Allan Jones (09)364 3975 
Bill McRoberts (09) 459 197 1 
Brenda Newbey (09) 337 5673 
Rod Smith (09) 397 5319 
Trevor Stoneman. (09) 387 2467 

All telephone numbers are home numbers 

BOOKSHOP NEWS 
We now have a good range of books, tapes and videos in 

stock. We also have cataloguesof boob availablein Ausealia 
Contact the office volunteer staff for help in locating your 
particular book. Lo most cases we are able to order books 
through our regular suppliers. 

Prices are set as low as possible as we aim to provide a 
service for our members.. 

A new edition of Birdlife of Roztnest is now available at 
$12.50. 


COUNTRY BROCHURES 
Thanks to members who have responded to our request for 

help in the preparation of birding brochures for country centres. 
Twenty three members have already forwarded informa- 

tion or are in the process of so doing. 
The brochures contain information on good birding habi- 

tats, with names of birds typical to eacharea.A map is provided 
showing routes and locations. 

The birdlist brochure is prepared from various records. 
TheW.A. Museum staff has been helpful in providing infonna-
tion and checking lists. 

The project has been made possible with a grant from the 
Gordon Reid Foundation for Conservation. Argyle Diamonds 
has funded three areas. 

We are now seeking further funds to produce the remain-
der of the brochures being prepared. 

1000 copies of each brochure are forwarded to country 
areas for distribution through various outlets. The brochures 
are also available at Perry House. 

Many thanks to all who are taking part in this project. 
AK.Jones 

INDEX to WABN 1993 

Numbers 66 to 68 inclusive, May to December 1993. 

The INDEX for that part of 1993not covered by the 

50th Anniversary issue of the INDEX 1943 - 19Sr3, 

is now available from M O U  office, Perry House, 


71.Oceanic Drive. Wembley 6014 

or Box 199.Jolimont. Telephone (09)3834479. 


The cost is $1.00only. 


B B C B Q  

Raptor questions: 

1)Are older Wedge-tailed Eagles lighter or darker in 
plumage ? 
2)Older Marsh Harriers plumage is lighter or darker ? 
3)Which3species of the following do line their nests 
with leaves ? Black-shouldered Kite, Whistling Kite. 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Marsh Hamer. Brown Gos- 
hawk. Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little Eagle. Brown Falcon, 
Australian Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon. 
4)Black-shouldered Kites prefer open grasslands. Do 
they prefer the grass tall or low ? 
5) Little Eagles prefer dense forest or open woodland ? 
6) Brown Goshawks sedentary or partially migratory ? 
7) Whistling Kite usually nest near - open country, 

water, or woodland ? 
8)Do Wedge-tailed Eagles hunt ceoperatively ? 
9)Whistling Kites sometimes associate with which other 
raptor ? 
10)What is the success rate of attack of the Australian 

Kestrel during the breeding season ? 

Malleefowl Project 

Searches for Malleefowl mounds were conducted at 
Dryandra on the last weekend in October and at Buntine a 
month later. At Dryamhaall of the mounds located in the e d a  
searches were re-visited. Others of particular interest were also 
examined in nearby areas. The reputation the Malleefowl 
established as an obvious and busy bird in Dryandra was not 
justified in 1993.Only one mound was clearly active (vegeta- 
tion litter had been scraped into a prepared crater, although it 
was at an early stage of consrruction for so late in the year) and 
another mound appeared to have had some work done on it. 

The Buntine weekend was well-attended by R4OU mem-
bers from Perth and received interest and support from resi- 
dents in the Buntine and nearby districts. 

A section of Buntine Nature Reserve (measuring3.5km by 
.5km)was searched on the last weekend in November. Thehot 
weather sapped energy but it was felt that a quite satisfactory 
task had been accomplished. Not only was the weather unkind, 
but search conditions were not conducive to a comfortable 
stroll in the bush! However those who joined in stuck at the 
task. By Sunday afternoon three quite old mounds had been 
found. Buntine is an interesting and attractive search area. 
Malleefowl are frequently seen there and indeed recent tracks 
of the birds were seen at three locations during the search. 

The work will continue in 1994.Support for the Malleefowl 
search was provided by the Principal and staff of the Buntine 
Primary School. Thanks to them and to all those who have 
worked hard to contribute to the Malleefowl Project. 

R.Smith 



cSaunders,D & de Rebeira P(1993) Birdr of Rothest Island 

Publications Considered The first edition of this excellent little book was released 
in 1985 and will be familiar to many members of the W.A. 
. b pof the RAOU. The second edition is now available and 
has a number of useful additions and cbanges.The first edition T h e t b i r d b m l c + b u t ~ ~ 2 o f ~ ~ t ~ & ~ i g g i n s ~ ~  

(1993) Handbook of Australian, New Zealand & Antarctic 
Birds. Volume 2. Raptors to Lapwings. Oxford University 
h s ,  Melbourne isnow avahblt. It w d d  be plleaclaat towrite 
"available toall" but at a price in exass of $20,volume 2 of 
HANZAB will probably notbe p e e d  by many. 

However, like the first volume it is an indispensable 
reference, summarisihg and presenting large quantities of 
i n f d o n  that would otbawise danaad theoutlay of much 
time in a very g d  ornithological library. F a  example them 
are 129 Whistling Kite refertmxs. which date from 1SQ3 
(Emu) to the present, a list containing such arcane works (for 
the average reader) as van Tets F et al(l977) Guide to the 
recognition and rechrction of Aerodrome Bird Hatardr. W p s  -
M (1988) Thylacinusand Eatberg JA (1983) Abstrmt of Sym-
posium Ecology of the Wet Dry Tropics - this last title an 
interesting oxymoron in itself. It is pleasant to be able to 
observe that WABN observers receive mention under more 
that one species. 

Thenewvdumehasabaadonedthederirritatingguide 
to illustrations, by directly numbering the plates, a real im-
provement. The illustrations themselves are very good. 

While understandable in the need to keep awts down, the 
absence of the introductory parts of Volume 1 with plumage 
illustrations and glossaries is to be regretted. There will be 
those who wiU want Volume 2, raptor specialists for example, 
who will not wish topurchase Volume 1.Indeed it is difficult 
to envisagethe purchasers of future vdumes wishing toalways 
refer toVolume 1.The sale of individual volumes to specialists 
in bird families may be impeded by the lack of the important 
inhroductorymadal .  These is still an absence of a glossary of 
biological terms used in the text. which many would find of 
more value thau bird names in Aboriginal languages. 

The pages still are headed by the Latin family and Latin 
scientific names without the English names. Given that the 
RAOU i tse l f  bel ieves  that  "English 
nomenclature.. ..does. ...unlike scientific nomenclature, have 
thepotential of stability .......the function of scientific nomen- 
clature is not necessarily to remain stable but to reflect taxo- 
nomic judgement; therefore the scientific name must 
change.......as opinion changes" (Emu, Vol 77,Supplement 
May 1978 p 247). ~ h 4the use of Latin only seems wilful, 
given the length of time HANZAB will remain the prime 
reference work. English names, may also be subject to consid- 
eration at present, many of them need it, but the absence of 
English names from thepages does not lead to a better learning 
of the scientific, but to irritation and difficulty in use. 

The new volume alters both the taxonomic order of raptors 
and ofthe waders it covers, the cbanges being quite significant. 
This means that all previous bird guides, bird books, bird lists 
in Emu and WABN etc are out of date. This poses a problem 
which needs to be tackled by the RAOU (and other birding 
authorities) as clearly HANZAB itself will undergo modifica- 
tion as the years pass. 

Expensive - yes, imtating (in some ways) - yes, well 
printed, well presented, well illustrated - yes, and certainly 
indispensable. 

B. Buchanan 

itself was no doubt responsible for generation greater interest 
in making detailed observations of the Island's birds and 
thereforehastened its own OM-CC. 

It is not a field guide, although Perry de Rebeira's 49 
coloured illusrratioas (extensively cbanged sincethefmt edi- 
tion) will permit the i-cation of every resident or regular 
migrant to Roamst, as well as two lrdatively f-t v e t s .  
What the book does beart is to p e n t  information about the 
birds of Roctnest in a way which the general visitor will find 
interesting andwhich wiU help to&ch their stay. 

The new edition contains a Preface which makes explicit 
thecommitment of theauthors toenvinmmental -tion and 
their belief that Rottnest Island is an i&aI phce to learn about 
theenvironment and human interactions with it. The authors 
arenot simply scientists or scientific educators, they are also 
regular visitors to, and lifelong enthusiasts about, Rottnest 
IslaadTheirbook is written in a way likely toappeal toothers 
who sbart that enthmbm, even though they may not in thepast 
have taken much inkmat in birds. It is not surprising therefore 
that the book emphasises the habitat requirements and the 
behaviour of each species of bird occurring on Rottneat, in the 
context of the island itself. 

After a brief introductory chapter the authors describe the 
six major habitat typesrelevant tobirds which are found on the 
Island. These are the mast, the salt-lakes, the swamps. the 
woodlands, the heath and the settlementsldisturbed areas.Two 
simcant impmvements over the fmt edition appear in this 
chapter. First, the wlour plates which illustrate the habitat 
types and the maps of the island showing their distribution, as 
well asmadsand otherpaints of intmwt, arewithin the relevant 
chapterinsteadofbeioggrwpedtogetlaerattheendofthebodr. 
Secondly,thehpternow includea a coloured vegetation map 
of b e  island. not only showing the six major habitat types but 
also illustrating the distribution of all vegetation associations 
across the island. 

The third chapter makes up the bulk of the book and 
provides information about each of the 49 species most wm- 
monly occlrniogon the island. This information includes other 
names, identification and status. The last category ranges from 
as little as a few linea for thevagrant White-faced Heron, up to 
t h e  pages for theconspi- breeding resident, the Austral- 
ian Shelduck. It provides descriptions of the distribution and 
behaviour of each bird, related specifically to Rottnest Island 
and gives some very interesting examples of the changing 
status of a number of species. In this section new information 
about a number of birds, includingtheWedge-tailed Sbearwater, 
Osprey and Bar-tailed Godwit, is presented. 

The book concludeswith a short chapter, with map, on the 
best places to watch for birds on the Island. One of the key 
messages from the book is made explicit in this chapter - 'that 
what for humans is a holiday resort and a great place to go, is 
to animals essential to their existence'. 

A number of other small changes have added to the book's 
readability and usefulness. These include some rewriting to 
improve expression, a more spacious presentation and the 
updating of common names to be consistent with current 
RAOU recommendations. 



ThbbodriosmallemurghtofitthedayplaJrorpoclrttof countedin20 minutes, flyingwest toeast. 
anyone, birdwatcher, dghtoecf or reumtionist to Roftnest (3nthewday,weweretreatedtoanattractivesighton '" 
I o l d  and williwreasethepleaomand interat of that stay. theBeach - 120 Banded Stilts in a flock at the waters edge. 
RAOU pria is $12.50 and the book is available f m  the Pink Cohtoo, Brush Bronzewing. W y  Cmwong aod 
RAOU office at Peny House or fnrm otha natural history Aus tmb  Raven rae notpresent in large numbers and at the 

dher adof thed e  Yellow-mped Padalote,Wetbill a d  

WI
J*B W  

Excursion & Observatory 

B m E  
1 W  at tbe Observatory. started with a Holiday Pro-

gmmmbeing naa for the fint rime m camnuage families to 
v h i t t h e O k a v ~ t o l e r h m o r r r b o u t B ~ * s p l a n t s d  
f qbWlifaA l w  few pmkip&ed, fun was bmi by 
d , r m d a e i n r i l a ~ n f l l b e ~ d t P i n g s c h o d  
~ * ~ ~ y c r r . 

The A u d m k  Wda StldyGmmpexpaliticmws, anive 
r o o a f a ~ l a y g t ~ F a l d r r e w e c h ~ w i l l I d dfaced Heron. Theonly duck was a P d ~ c  

young.anmt etBroamc, Eighty Mile &sch,dPortH d d  salt F m k r  'xwnd' we saw a Red-neckedAvocet and a pairufw ~ . A h g n i d r t h e ~ ~ w i u b e a v ~ v i s i t o r e 

Fairy Terns.At thecarpark.anAustralian Magpielark had a 

I n l a n d T h a n b i t l a m n d .  
ThanlrstoCdinDavioatldJimStewartfor1#xntworkoa 

theSdar PawaRantaUowioguslightsatanytimeoftheday 
or night 

Newcuxselistsmnawavailable, - p I e a s e ~ o n t h c s e  
being &end tbis year. A visit at any time for relaxation end 
birding is always rewatding. Eyre has something to offer 
almoat evayone. 

R&G.Watkins 

ALFRED COVE 5 Dec 
Eighteen peuple turnedup for our December walk. The 

ti& was almost out - just right for wader watching. We 
c ~ m m ~ b y l ~ a t O r e e n s h a n l r s m t h e ~ , t o g c L h a  
with four species ofcamorants, a Great EQret and a White- 

Black Duck with 

d l ~ m t ~ d b . I h d y ~ c m w l l t r b e s w i l l d s o t a k e  
pbcrrttbobaMoy.r,ifreyWAGt.oupa#nbasareup 
tbirway, #meaDdpin in. 

Necrtingbirdr hrvebcenhrdtofindinthethick Pindan 
woodlrmd tbat hr 8pnmg up sjnceCyclare Naami dumped 
138mm of rPinontheOb#Natory in mid Deamber. How-
eva. we have OCCII baby Blrlr-f.cad W ~ w a U o w s  being 
fed, a young Blrlr-mchd Seolt on the Crab Creek Road 

nest with two young and attacked anyone ambg too close. 
Altogethes we saw 43 species. 

B.McRobcrte 

FLYNN ROAD 9 Jan 
Thirty keenbirdersmet for the first full day's bird watch-

ing f a  1994, WA Groq RAOU.Due to thewarm conditicms 
d ~ m m y j u v e n i l e P b d ~ c a d a v a y ~310C.Bryan Bamtt our l&, thought few species might be 
nest amtahhg three Rufow Wbistler eggs a l q  tbeBotany 
W d .  The nCSt Was 80 SHY couldmarudcd thet the 
be counted fmm below. 

OnatriptothtCrabCr#kmangt.oveswenotedtwo 
B d W  Flycxltcka and lwo mak White-- Whis-
hdioplaying a few metres from us. 

Visit theObsavacory for great birding. 
J. F&w & B.Eaywud 

EYRE 
19!34haostar&ddry,-withdy 1.2mmreinfaJanuary. 

Thebush .espoc ia l ly#medtheAcsc ia . i sb~gto ld  
e ~ d t b e s c c e s s ~ i s v e r y a a n d y . W e h o p e f o r r a i n  
solm. 

Visitas malwayssurprised at the stream ofbirds which 
comto~atthebinl~.Itcertainlyiocrr~ybirdw~, 
sitlingat thekitchenwindow, with tbebird bath only about 8 
metres away! 

Dune stabilizing tbis year was disappointing that there 
w e r e c m l y t w o ~ ~ c i p m t s f a c m e w e e k , b u t w e a > v d  
a fair areawithseaweedandphtsdwith SpinifeJhirsutu.The 
batcaursewas vay successful andknowledgeoftheseinterest-
ing little crtatmw in<reaseseach year. 

While visiting the Tableland caves f a  batting.Australian 
Bustards were seen on two consecutive days, - two on one 
dcmanddxeemthedha. WealsosawSoutbemWhid8~e 
andGrwndCuckoo-shrikes. TheMallee is blooming heavily 
on theTableland and attractingm y  Honeyeaten. On the 2nd 
February, not less than 82 White-faced Honeyeaters were 

observed but more that40 species were sighted. 
One oftheunusual sightings f a  the a m were a group of 

juvenile R e d 4Fintail.We were-i%kdned by watching 
both Willie Wagtail and Dusky Woodswallow chicks being 
fed. the last in the nest. A moat enjoyable day. . 

MD.W d e r  

WELLARD WETLANDS 6 Feb 

On a beautiful mild summer morning 40 members and 
friends met for an inepectimof the Acoa '%lay pits". They are 
a far cay from thebamnponds the RAOU assisted inqeaer-
ating in 1983. A wi& variety of (mainly local) plant species 
have floutisheal and pmvided excellent habitats for both water 
and bush birds. 

Owen Nichols of Alcoa gave a short histoiy of the "clay 
pits" and their =genedon. Thesucas of the ploject is evident 
from the sighting ofover lo00 waterbirds on the lake at one 
time. from records of 38 waterbird species and a total of 84 
speciesrecodedin all.Alcoa plans toimploveand =generate 
new pits were outlined 

Sixty species were recorded during the walk around the 
lake. a Bailla's and a Spotleas Crakebeing seen, both of which 
remained in view for over an hour. 

Thanks to Bill McRoberts for aganising and leading and 
to Alcoa for their efforts in converting a bare paddock andclay 
pit into a waterbird sanctuary and facility for birdlovers. 

C.Napier 



National Parks Project Coming Events Pu 

At its incepcian, the N m i d  Parlrs b j ec t  was intendedto 

cover all designated National Parksin the state. S b  then its 
s c o p e b a s k ~ e d t o i n c l u d e :  

a). lists from all designated Nature Reserves, Minag+ 
ment Priority Areas, Marim Parkis, Canservation Reserves, 
T* RCBQVC~,etc in th:State; 

b). lists from Sbirw, e.0.. Ashburtoa, 
c) lists fTOmmajcmwetlande, e.g., Lalre G r e w ;and 
d). lists fram wetlanQ andmuuicipd parka within the 

merropolitan a n a  e.g., Star Swamp, Mary Carrrd Perk, W y  

TbcWAaiouphasmAitltaincdaamtinuawp~gnunme 
ofautdoa&vitka fabitdwaachas, ~ k d a n d m v -  
icea l k .  Ovaf k  lest twdve m d m  we hnve bed 16 halfday 
e x d a w ,  11fuU-dryd m .6 mid-we& walks, 8camp 
~ , 4 ~ o w l c m n p a r t s ~ a 2 4 h a a t w i a c b . ~It is 
bopadtbtPDanbashvc~~~pradtbe#.Newso~gestiorrsand 


wa-. 
0&n B a m ~aad Margay Clegg hnve given mnch- 

f s t d  advia ad us i8tuwe.  OIP thrrntralso to the variars 
1-,
 witbout whorn &re would be no excurmm. I look 

m t 8 ,  e. fawadto 19Wa8llmtbayuaofveayenjoyabkoptings! 
Attheeodofwinta 1 9 ! B , o v a 7 0 , 0 0 0 d b e d b a n  Bill MeRoberts, 

d i n b t b e c o m p d a ~ c Q v ~ 4 3 5 ~ c d ~  ~~ioaorganiser .  
sitee. Datasent in by cuatributom caabe v d d e  in h i o g  
trends in individual species. An example extracted fram the 
databaseis Mallaefowl. 

The number of sigh- rccor&d in the d a t a b ~ ~has 
dtogpedfFom ahigh in 1988toalmoetnil(aae grclrh)Caakib 
t o a r t o t h e p l D ~ a r t s t i l l v i s i t i n g t b e a a e a s w h ~ ~  
haveb#amsdeprtvidyaoadeclineispdblyindicatedby 
our racordsfor this vuheaable specia. 

Malleefowl Sightings 

The National Parks data is available for use in other 
projects. A revised checklist has beenprinted and is a v W e  
fFomtheobf1ce. Pleasembetbatthe Atlasmmbafarthe White-
tailed Black-Cockatoo. 266. is incorrectly listed on the new 
card as267. 

The project is continuing supponed by a small groupof 
m e m b  who regularly send in checklists.All can contribute 
tothe~jectmmatterhmmanyabowfews~esanseea. 

Every d is valuable f a ,  at the very least. a recordcoafirms 
the p r e m  of a particular species at a site. 

From 11 1/54, the project will cover allWestem Australian 
anmtrytowns and will contributetothe country area~IOCIIUIW 
project

For more information on the National ParksProject con- 
tact the office. Please address detailed enquiries to the co-
ordinators who are usually in the office on Wednesday and 
l%ursday mornings. 

M.Bdey and P. Sandilamls 
National Parks Project Co-ordinaton. 

sa"kd.ylj*~~r~-ww-b&~.~e 
M~&a8.a3rmiaU~ClpPlirflRatssdlRoad, between 

Punre ad H d Rods. A good area for bush biids. 
wedas, dwatdd8 .  

badem BillandK a m  McRoberts 

wed#d.j23nlM8rdl-Mid-wu!kw8lkrtPdicrnP&t, 

-"b 

M e t  at 730 9m at tkmboapposite the Mounts Bay 
~ Q u b a t t k a d o f A u s h r a l i a 1 1 I ) t i v e , d f ~ I ) t i v e .  
Formanyycm,MaxBaileybaa becnlookingatthePe4ican 
hint hild8.. 

rrwb:Max Bailey 

S . ~ y 2 4 ~ M u r b - ~ - d a y e x c w d o n t o B I g C u i a e  
Lake 

Meet at 830  am in the carparkoffBersch Road,Carine. 
Sixty+ spcciakvebaeancordedhrrc,inchdingthe3ibisaod 
8dncL@a. Buff-bandedRail and several rapton. Bring 
y=taesoog;e. 

Leader Bill McRobats 

Monday 28 Murh Meeting - Herd~nun Lake Wildlife 
Ceah8.W pm 

ApmddexpaieowdbirdasduidbyDrAUa3B~dge 

will discw the idcntif~cationdseveral difficult bird species 
and answa quc~ticms from thefloor aboutbird identif~cation. 

Alhugbmanbaa have already sugeested several p u p s  
of birds which cause them problems. Jeremy Talbot would 
welcome details of other birds which members have trouble 
sorting out. His address is 29, Joyce Road. Lesmurdie. WA 
60176and his telephone numbers am 2916563 (home)and 264 
1402 (wak). 

W e d d a y  Wth Aptil - Mid-week walk at Bibra Lake 
Meet at 8.00 am at the fmt carpark at the northern end of 

the lake. Bibra Lake is part of the Beeliar Wetlands and large 
n u m b  of waterbid canusually by seen. 

Leader: Peter Anson 



m  y  ~ r t  4th ~plil- w a ~ t n dApm to ~011d.y  IWW 
~ t t o J . P l ' d j S b f C F o r u t  

Tmvd to SouthemCnws along theGreat Eestan High-
w a y . ~ c a m t r m c h a l O O h n a r o t o t h e d d ~  
Towdk.'IbmaLfamRym'rWRd,adtravdnaUrfa 
aboutmtbg50tmrtoJ d S mFarest (NB. for amven- 
t i a d  vtbicies. Rym'r E;lndR d ir a dy-weatha roadd y ) .  
F h d i t i a b a v e b c e a l a a v o d f a u o ~ a l ~ a b b d t h n e  
Mmi@.a BBQ, toiludwin wrrta. 

Tbe R A W  lm ntva visited *r area bdw.With it8 
d ivd ty  d lawifcum md veptalioa, Jaurdi rhouldbe an 
intmc&g place f a  birth. SoutbmSuub Robinrad Red-
t d a l B t e l r ~ m c a t I b e ~ d c l r i r r r p e e r k W e  
~ r # u i d w o d l d r p e c i e s d w m r e w d a f 0 1 ~ l . M a p r  
MirobGtl-mdtea-intbc~a 

F a  lhorewho h v e  q p t d t y ,  frntber lctivities have 
b e r m a a ( g a l ~ ~ , S Q A p r i l . w c d t r a v d t o R o w 1 ~  
r A p o n ~ & C l d m , r b a d r n k I m m l h d ~ a d  
m#tAdyC%qmm,UmCALMRqMarlEcdogiatfathe 

r s r I n o a q j P a e l M o w i t h t b W A . N ~ Q u b , A n d y ~  
Qirrsarr-pinlnatcm#nnmd-WtiDgvatebrrterinthe 
Rc#v~ .WewiUrtryr tBborr l er~ famo~ .Theo  

Road Altamhvely, taketheLancelinRoad and tllrn right into 
GinginBrook Rad,  amthing on toCowah Road. 

FmntheCuwallaRdjmdonwithainghBFoalrRaed 
mvdnarth for approximately 28 hne. b o k  f a  the RAOU 
mgnr.Thon#adtripfnanParhia appmximatdyUW)h. 

Leada:ByaDBam# 

Monday 23rd May Meeting - Hedmmn M e  WlldMe 
centre 8 pm 

P r n f ~ J d r a C b i g o f t k S c h o d o f B i ~ c a l S d a ~ x s .  
Univaaity dAuddand bar actively nsearchedNew Zealend 
birdtadeun)atanefaZ7yeaaHiameinf iddad~td  
~anrestamtiarracdogyadcaneervati~bidogy.He 
bbeeaadivdy invdvd in i&d restmatianwithtkaimd 
~thatNewZealandaPregainacoeastomnchoftbeir 
ladnrtmJbaifagiih played a majord e  in ther q h t h g  
dTdGWrvrwithova400000t~#sandthembtmdwtioo 
d 7 l o d y a d d y m 1 e b i r d a .  

New7#lpnlbll%dtkrwrld'aratebiFdsanlesstbrm 
1% d the wald'r raea. The introductionof more that 30 
mammalad bird opcciea has theatad many of the native 
birds and-alicm isa p w h g  dadintaest. R e s a d  

~ b ~ N d O d R k , b y n d h 1 3 0 h ~ d -New Zerland bird speciea has shown that conveatiod on 

i e r r t d R a w 1 a ~ T B a t a r e N O f r c i l i t i c a a t ~ e  
- be caddy ulf-dldmt.Two nighb camp at Gooqpie  
lrslilSIBrdy.mApil.$wa~. 

knL&rrdblrsid1BinaK-u!~~(09)459 


hBday17tbApQ-Itl&~aePrdmbW~qpql~ 
Msetr830rmattkflntcrrpsrltfaWua0mgDgm,at 

theddAdmhral Road (aAllmy Highway), B e d f d e .  
An exotflcnteik f a  Rad#rcdFinEsil, White-breasted 

R o b i n a d & d s d p r n y . & 7 q m i a ~ e ~ ~  
hadem B i l l a d K m c n ~  

Mmd8ylSApQMeeuq-HadrmaL.LeW~eCm-

~ F Sam pm 

~ t ~ m l A m w ~ r r m a b e - -
outthknmge.J~-PauIOrsinidRodSmithwilldeaaibe 
chef lab beingmadeby vdunfeas fmm dammmities, 
cheRAOU and elsewhge to fiadoutwhat is beppahg. 

Friday 22md AprIl t o ' S W y  24th April - MaUtefowl 
ScarLcunpout,BUntb, uar 

h g e  arras of Buntim N a m  Reserve have yet to be 
invatigated. M a t  atBlmtine Primary Schoolby 8.00amon 
Satdayaw3cordactRodSmith397S319(H)a29327270 
if ycm areaaending. 

Satmrd8y 7tbMay - Full-day acludon - StintonCmcadea 
Nature Racrvt, Kumpkl  

Meet at830aminGardinaR d  about 200 metres past 
fhe intemdon withBrwkton Highway. This is a new CALM 
reservedjanah and a goodarea for birds. 

Leader:John Start 

s a t u I d n y l 5 t b ~ - ~ y c a u r s b a t o D 0 O p ~ S w u n p  
Meet at930 am atCowallaBri* onCowallaRoad over 

the Moore Riva. FromPath travel up the Brand Highway. han 
left into the Gingin B m k  Road, continuing on to Cowalla 

N a t h a n H e n i q h e i d e c r s d t k ~ d n r r t b i r d s d o  
notalways apply. 

RufemrCraig's talkwill iatrPduceNew Zealand birds 
and will use examples of research ia which he has been 
invdval to rhow how ideas oncollsavationmmgnna t  an 
changins. 


Satuday 28th to Sunday 29th May - Mdleefowl mound 
reurSatDryandn 

Many amasdDryadsa~ pmising Malleefowl habitat 
andoeedtobesearchedA~onatthevi l lage. I fyou 
are toattendpie= contact Rod Smith 397 5319 (H)or 293 
2 7 2 7 0  -

Saturday4th June to M0nd.y 6th June - Campout to the 
H . l r + P r P p a t r , = ~

Tnvd northon theBnmd Highway toBadgingarra. Just 
p t  Badghpm, two right onto North West Road Drive 
approorimatdy6Inns,tumleft anto Winjade Road. Drive for 
9 l r m s t o a T - ~ t u n ~ a d o W ~ R o a d D 1 i v e f a  
3kms,tlanMtintoI)ewar'sRoadI)live14kmstoT-jupcIioo 
and tlan rightcmtotheMafihas# Track. Drive a p p x  5kms 
to the 2ndp.operty onthesouth (right-hand) sick of the mad. 
Look for theRAOU signs. 

Meet at 11am Satday morning. Come self-d~aient for 
camping;wata is available. A bush toilet will bk provided. If 
weatha is inclement,a large shed with a w& floor will be 
available. We should see a good variety of bushbirds and 
waterbirds. 

LeadetlDr Stuart Halse 

Sunday 12th June - Half-day excursion to Jarrabforest, 
K.lununda 

Meet at 830 am on Lockwood Road at the power lines. 
about 2 km from the intersection with Mundaring Weir Road, 
Kalamunda. Birds that may be seen are Red-winged Fairy- 
wren, Red-tailedBlack-Cockatoo, and Grey Currawcmg which 
am not often seen in the metro area 

Leader. Jeremy Talbot 



Monday 27 Jllnc Meeting- Hadbsara L* wndlk Cartn 
800 pm 

Barry and Jennifer Muir will describe the habitata of 
various tropical bird Bpedes in ThailandMalaysia and InQaG 
sia. 

Monday 25 July Meeting - H d s m m  LJcWi#YIe Ccstn 
800 pm 

Speakerand topic to be annoupced. 

Monday 22 August Meeting - Hudsnun Lake WUdWe 
Centre 8.00 p m  

Speakerand topic to be announced. 

M o n d . y 2 4 S e p t + m b a M e e t h l g - H ~ L 8 k e W ~  
Centre (LOO pm 

Mr CFH Jenkins. well known for his natural history 
amtribubiaas tothe West Australian oewspapaa d  a famda 
meinber of thia Group, having .nauLAita inaugural mcc€ing 
on 22May 1W3,hats entitled his talk"Looking Bark". 

Monday 24 October Meeting - He&mm Lake WWWe 
Centre (LOO pm 

Karrn McRoberts, who hesd & m &  txpaiaain tk 
investigatianof disease in watabitds, win talkanthia topic. 

B B C B Q Answers 

1) h k e r  

2)Lighter @ 106) 

3) Marsh Harrier - grass @116), Australian Kestrel - nil 
@262), Peregrine Falcon - nil (p317) 

4)Tall. 300to 1500mm @36) 

5)Wooded farmland @181) 

6)Both - movement may relate to food availability @136) 

7) w*r @n) 

8)Yes@170) 


9)Black Kite@170) 

10)Male 76%. female 71% 6257) 

All questions derive f m  Marchant. S& Higgins. PJ 
(1993)Handbook of Awtralian, New Zealand & 
Antarctic Birds. Vdume 2,Raptors to Lapwings. 


Oxford University Press, Melbourne. to which the page 

numbers refer. 


Wardens Wanted 
We kuow bird watcbing is fun. Thie is v a y  

cvidcatfnrnIUOU-ation Notes No. 10 
(from which dm quotation8aletaken".) 

Tbefirst wardens f a  Cat Island spent t l k  
early days "-thefdities" aFound their 
bipurcdCaCc-anald\rmahed.Thistbey 
capetedwilficuthlasodrgrass.Theyslsopeiated 
c r m a e t e b i r d s - h a e b l ! b g a o f e w m e t ~  . 
onw ownp.oducesanspedaMebirdcamtand 
~ d ~ t c t b e y d o n o t b l o waway. 


U n W  the shed, wbich in less than a week 

blewQwn,m&hgevecuatiandthewan@s 

"in stormy m".Returning to "the ddntincd 
hut" they made marc umxetc birdu (and one 
ruppoeed Isidhmested a new carpet) aod f a  
~amediqtodo,pb&g+d water rats and 
camtad the Ti- Snakes, of which rrame 400 
r s s ~ s ~ O n e d t h e w r d e r m s w a s b i ~ b y

, 

aTigeS l l eLe ,~mtaa idy .Yoularryb  
~ f ~ . T h i s d ~ a a e a m d e m a -, 

Oarcy="-
Ont&irsecolldretum,thewardenswere 


pkasad o~ "a livegam& wbieh must ban 
kena cJmp eftacounting their awn cllaaete 
bids. 

To crown this fun ftlled,actian-packed 
birdwatcbing cxpaieacc. it is w d e d  met Cat 

I s l d w b a ~ e ~  
TbeIUOUCanaervatMQCommitteeis 


setJring mxe vdunteers f a  Cat Island. Fun 

lwasaecdnothcaitateandifyouarcalsohigh 

anhpctology, it is a MUST. 
Rushyour applicatianto the Canservatian 

Cammittee"as soon as posaible". 

Malaysian Bird Tour 
Iamsaekingexpreasiaasdintearstina 

two week tour to Peninsular Malaysia 

s m d y  for bird-watching, probably 

in June 19W.led by myself. 
 I 

The pt.oposed tour would include high-

land. lowland and island locations and 

therefore a large number of bird species 

could be expected. 


There would be an emphasis an comfort 

and learning about birds; travel time would 

bekepaslow aspmsible.Thetourgroup 

would be smallin number. 


For details please contad me by tel- 

ephone (OS9 855103 home) or letter (22 

Alawa Crescent.Alawa NTm10)as soon 

as possible. 


R. Jaensch 
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