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- Kite in Kimberley

On Saturday 21 March 1992 I travelled east from
Beagle Bay to the very remote area of Disaster Bay, about
150 kms North-East of Broome. I walked about 4 kms
south along the sandy beach to the commencement of the
mangroves. The time was about midday and the huge tide
of 9.3 metres was at its peak and flowing into a nearby
creek.

1observed many birds here including terns, waders
and 3 Black-necked Stork. Many birds were perched on
the clumps of mangroves showing above the high water.
Here I observed a Letter-winged Kite, which often hov-
ered a few metres above the clumps of mangroves,
appearing to pick off small insects from each. The bird
often dipped down like a tern, its wings swept back, grey
on top, black bars under, the tail straight and white.

I was amazed that the bird flew to clumps of
mangrove bush, going over water to a distance of 100
metres before returning. This was repeated for about half
an hour with infrequent rests.

1992 has been an unusual year so far because there
has been no real wet season. The Letter-winged Kite is
normally absent from the Kimberley. Itis interesting that
10 Letter-winged Kite were seen on Adele Island directly
North of Disaster Bay in 1953. (1952 was adrought year).
Other Kimberley sightings also recorded in Storr GM
(1980) Birds of the Kimberley Division, Western Aus-
tralia, Special Publication 11, WA Museum are A. Keast
at Forrest River 1970 (2) and K.F. Keneally at West
Island (2) and East Island (25) in 1977.

The land round Disaster Bay is extremely harsh and
dry but there are many small trees and bushes.

B. Kane

Coral Bay Summer

—

We took up residence here inlate October 1991 and
the bird life has been fascinating. Coral Bay is an oasis of
water, green lawn and trees in a desert environment.

A pairof Osprey have anest atop our 50 m Telecom

tower and they seem to go through continuous breeding
cycles throughout the year. The last young flew off in
November and now in mid-January, the pair are appar-
ently brooding again.

During October and November Galah appeared to
be migrating south along the coast, presumably as the
hinterland became drier. We would see them in the
momings: two or three flocks would pass over each day
with 20-100 birds in each, but by December these flights
had ceased.

A few waders are about at all times - a flock of
Ruddy Tumnstone foraged at the rubbish tip for some
months whilst a Bar-tailed Godwit has been jabbing
endlessly into the saltine grass in front of the shop every
day. It is often accompanied by an Oriental Plover. Atthe
beginning of December a Snipe, gallinago spp appeared
on the lawn near our bus, staying for six weeks. It was
most active in the mornings and late aftemnoons, when it
would jab away in the wet patches, coming regularly up
to our annex. It dashed off into the tamarisks and bushes
to hide, presumably when it felt threatened, where it
would crouch and freeze.

The birds most obvious to tourists are the pipit and
Singing Honeyeater, which are numerous and tame and
will readily accept crumbs thrown to them. The
honeyeaters will on occasion come to the hand for a
morsel.

Around our bus a family of Variegated Fairy-wren
is located. They are delightfully tame.

I must mention the Zebra Finch which are about in
good number and nest in downpipes and old machinery
and even in the engine of a plane which was parked at the
airstrip for a few days. The finch drink in flocks around
our trickle irrigation system and they regurgitate the
seeds which they have recently eaten. These germinate in
the moist soil; I wonder if the same process occurs in the
bush? The Zebra Finch also nest in the sides of the Osprey
nest high in the Telecom tower.

Other birds come and go almost daily - a pair of
Sacred Kingfisher, a Peregrine Falcon, a goshawk, lap-
wing, the occasional Australian Bustard and for a few
days in late January, the Fork-tailed Swift came by in the

thunderstorms.
P. Mack
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Observations

Compiled by Rodney Vervest, Allan Burbidge
and Rogér Jaensch.

SOUTH WEST

Hoary-headed Grebe - 1692, 29/1/92, McLarty Lake - MC
(high count for South-west)

Rockhopper Penguin - 1, 8/2/92, Skippy Rock, Augusta -
MBo

Little Bittern - 1, 5/12/91, Quitjup Lake (D’Entrecasteaux
N.P.) induced to call by observer’s vocalisations of ‘bittern
advertising call’ - RJ * old nest found, 15/12/91, Lake Jasper,
W. side - RJ * calling, 22/12/91, Lake Saide, nr Denmark: nest,
recently used but now empty, found on 10/1/92 - RJ (NB: this
entry corrects that in WABN No. 61)

GlossyIbis - 29,29/1/92, McLarty Lake - MC (hlghestnumber
recorded for South-west) )
Blue-billed Duck - 2, 13/3/92, Allora Lake, East of
Ravensthorpe - RV (rare visitor to the Eucla Land Division)
Baillon’s Crake - 1, 15/3/92, Spectacles Swamp (E. Gingin) -
BB

Pied Oystercatcher - 55+, 1/1/92, Alfred Cove - DN, JN, BS,
IS

Banded Lapwing - 40+, 12/3/92, Yorkdale Farm, Marchagee:
wading in shallow water in paddock - UE (seldont known to
wade or in large flocks except in winter)

Pacific Golden Plover - 9, 10/1/92, Boullanger Island, Jurien
- MC * 31, 26/1/92, Hardy Inlet, Augusta - MBo

Little Ringed Plover - 1,21/3/92, McLarty Lake - IS,JB,DW
Mongolian Plover - 1,12/2/92, Kogolup Lake: photographed
-PH

Whimbrel - 3, 22/12/91, Alfred Cove - DN, IN, BS, IS
Marsh Sandpiper - 142, 29/1/92, McLarty Lake - MC (high
number for South-west)

Terek Sandpiper - 1, 5/4/92, Alfred Cove - DM

Asian Dowitcher - 1,21/3/92, McLarty Lake - DW, JB
Black-tailed Godwit - 1, 23/12/91, Herdsman Lake - MC
Long-toed Stint - 96, 8/3/92, McLarty Lake - MC (highest
count for Western Australia - possibly Australia)
Sanderling - 60, 1/12/91, Halls Head, Mandurah - JH, TK,
MM, IS * 32, 8/1/92, Boullanger Island, Jurien - MC * 58,
6/4/92, beach south of Halls Head - AD

Ruff - 1, 12/2/92, Kogolup Lake: photographed - PH
Oriental Pratincole - 1, 24/11/91, Bookerbidey Swamp - MB
Common Noddy - 1, 11/1/92, Boullanger Island, Jurien: dead
bird - MC

Diamond Dove - 1, 8/3/92, Adenia Rd Lagoon, Riverton - FO
(presumed aviary escapee)

Tree Martin - 1000+, 12/2/92, Geordie Bay, Rottnest - FO
(Tree Martins numbering hundreds up to thousands were
reported to the RAOU on anumber of occasions during spring/
summer of 91/92. The birds were seen during late afternoon,
early evening flying above the Geordie/Longreach settlement).
Rufous Treecreeper - 1, 11/2/92, Swan River foreshore,
Dalkeith - JB * 1, 6/3/92, Point Resolution Reserve, Dalkeith
- MBo

PILBARA, MURCHISON AND ARID ZONES
Yellow Wagtail - 1, 31/3/92, lawn verge in Port Hedland - RP

KIMBERLEY -
Garganey - 1, 7/12/92, Lake Campion - GS

Peregrine Falcon - 2, 1/2/92, Argyle Sewage ponds - FO
Black-tailed Native-hen - 6, 2/2/92 Broome Sewage ponds -
BK, GS

Australian Pratincole - 4, 30/1 1/9 1, Argyle Airport: 2 nesting
pairs - FO

Oriental Cuckoo - 1, 28/2/92, nr Argyle Village: dead - FO
Barn Swallow - 100, 30/1/92, Broome Zoo - GS

Ground Cuckoo-shrike- 1,28/2/92, near Argyle Village: area
with few trees, very stony ground with sparse spinifex - FO
Painted Firetail - 8, 31/1/92, near Argyle Village - FO
Pictorella Mannikin - 20, 19/2/92, near Argyle Village - FO
Yellow-rumped Mannikin - 1,25/2/92, nearArgyle mine-site
-FO

OBSERVERS

AD = Austin Daw JH = Jack Hunt

BB = Bruce Buchanan JN = Jane Newsome
BK = Brian Kane MB = Mary Bremner
BS = Bev Standring MBo = Marie Bougher
DM = Dusty Millar ° MC = Michael Craig
DN = David Newsome MM = Marion Massan
DW = Doug Watkins PH = Peel Howden
FO = Frank O’Connor RP = Rob Parr

GS — George Swan RV = Rodney Vervest
IS = Ian Standring UE = Una Edwards
JB = John Blyth TK = Tony Kirkby

Notices

OFFICE CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Note the new RAOU Centre Address in the informa-
tion box on page 3.
HELP PLEASE
I am sure there are many members who regularly
walk in interesting birding areas and who are just waiting
to be asked to show other members these sites. If you have
a favourite birding spot and would like to show it to
others, please contact me. Spring is an exciting time in the
bush and most people are eager to look at new areas.
Bryan Barrett, Excursions Organiser

BLACK BITTERN

The Department of CALM have an active interest
in gathering information on the Black Bittern in South-
Western Australia. Observers are encouraged to read the
Black Bittern article in WABN No. 58 page 3 and contact
Rodney Vervest for more details.

PLUMRIDGE LAKES EXPEDITIONS

Four expeditions will be made to the Plumridge
Lakes area north of Rawlinna to collect information for
the RAQU Nest Record Scheme. The dates of the expe-
ditions will be June 10-19, June 29-July 8, August 5-14
and September 7-16. Numbers will be limited for each
expedition. Please bring sleeping bag, tent, eating uten-
sils. The cost ex-Eyre will be $500 per person per trip (all
inclusive). Cost will be adjusted for those using their own
4WD vehicle.

Write to Eyre Bird Observatory, c/- Cocklebiddy,
via Norseman, 6443, telephone (090) 393450; or ring
RAOQU Office, telephone (09) 383 7749 or Chris Wilder,
telephone (09) 401 8329,



Members
Contributions

LIGHTNING STORM EFFECTS

During an Annual Duck Count at Lake Bryde on 12
March, 1992 the behaviour of waterbirds during a fairly severe
local thunderstorm was observed.

Despite loud thunderclaps and lightning flashes both
Black Swan and Australian Shelduck remained on the water
and appeared only mildly agitated. Grey Teal and Pink-eared
Duck appeared to ignore thunderclaps but flew and circled the
lake after each flash of lightning.

After the storm I tested the birds’ response to the
slamming of a vehicle door. All four species merely swam
closer to cover. However, when the vehicles headlights/spot-
lights were flashed towards them the Grey Teal and Pink-eared
Duck re-acted by again taking flight, whilst the Black Swan and
Australian Shelduck remained un-moved as before.

Of course, this probably means - nothing! but is of
interest.

M. Graham

DO NAMES MATTER ?

Mr Lesser, who thought it would be rather amusing to sponsor
the Lesser Golden Plover for the forthcoming volume of the
Handbook, searched the recent sponsorship list in vain. Lesser
‘Golden Plover was gone —replaced by Pacific Golden Plover.
Mr Lesser’s chagrin notwithstanding, this may be some im-
provement despite the continued tri-nomial, for there is no
Bigger or Greater Golden Plover in the Australian world. What
is unfortunate is that the change should spring on us as it did,
unheralded and unexplained. So it was with Sacred Ibis, trans-
muted to the ghastly tri-nomial Australian White Ibis by the
Handbook, Volume 1.

Ordinary nomenclature, that is the common or English
name, is a matter of great consequence to the ordinary bird
watcher. Indeed the EMU Volume 77 Supplement of May 1978
specifically says “Scientific names do not really suit their
purpose and we think that bird-watchers or even bird-lovers
ought to be taken into consideration in these matters” (p.248).
The invisible nomenclature deciders for the Handbook do not
feel likewise; thus far their changes have been without consid-
ering the bird-watcher/lover.

Pursuant to their statement above, the 1978 nomencla-
ture changers not only gave their names (so they could be
reviled personally) but also set out the principles and reasons
for their changes. The principles numbered seven and were (in
brief) —to use traditional Australian names, touse¢ internation-
ally accepted names for species extending beyond Australia, to
use the most fitting name if species were combined, to change
any Australian name which duplicated a well established
overscas name, to alter any misleading or inaccurate name, to
have a name to reflect the taxonomic species affinity and not to
use a group name (ie Cormorant) without qualification where
more than one species occurs. These seem unexceptional and
reasonable principles.

When it came to the application of the principles in
actual name changes, a varicty of additional considerations

seem to have affected their decisions. Some of these were, a
dislike of the “unnecessarily esoteric”, of eponyms, of the
“cumbersome” and “clumsy”, a rejection of any possible
flippancy (omithology being a serious matter), a dislike of
“tongue-twisters” and arejection of a name as *‘few people how
seem to know the meaning” (p.292)

The word known only to few was “Nankeen”, despite
being in the English language since the 18th century. The
nomenclature deciders obviously believed bird-watchers and
bird-loverspoorly read (see David Copperfield for several uses
of the word) or was it that they were poorly read themselves ?
Whichever, the consequence was that birders lost the interest-
ing Nankeen Kestrel in favour of the dreary Australian Kestrel.
Not content with having struck down an interesting and historic
word, the 1978 group favoured the introduction of Hylacola on
the ground, interalia, that the word “could enrich the language”
(p.303), despite it sounding like a name for a soft drink rejected
by an advertising agency.

1978 also produced the appalling Black-necked Stork, a
cacophonous monstrosity akin to to a sobriety test before the
breathalyser. Mudlark was condemned as it might convey an
impression of flippancy: consequently we have the long, ordi-
nary Australian Magpie-lark, although neither lark nor magpie.

A basis for names which has initial appeal is the trans-
lation of the scientific name. If the describer of a bird gives a
nomenclature, it would seem appropriate to use it. This would
enable us to have the memorable and descriptive Bloody
Corella, atitle which also hasclaim to being traditional Austral-
ian — for Little Corella. The Handbook reverted to the scien-
tific for Salvin’s Prion (eponym notwithstanding), but the fact
is that the great majority of scientific translations are not
appealing and are often obscure. Consider having Eye-marked

Perry House, 71 Oceanic

RAOU Office WA
Drive, Wembley 6014
Telephone (09) 383 7749
Birding Hotline (09) 387 8412
Chairman J. Blythe, 30 Troy Terrace,
Daglish 6008
Editor B. Buchanan, PO Box 10

Wannamal 6505

Notes For Contributors
The Editor requests contributors to note :-

*material concerning W A birds may be published
*sightings in respect of non - WA birds will not normally
be published

*contributions should be written or typed with Double
Spacing

*WABN uses RAOU recommended English names
*copy will be edited where appropriate

*contributions will be published unless the contributor is
informed to the contrary

Deadline for the September Issue
31 July 1992




Tesselated Pavement (Red-eared Firetail) or Great-billed

" Bigbeak for Bush Thick-knee, a name bad enough initself, As
the 1978 Supplenient puts it, “scientific names do not really suit
their purpose”(p. 248).

Another reason for not using the scientific name is that
omithologists expect, as the 1978 Emu Supplement states (p.
247), that “the function of scientific nomenclature is not
pecessarily to remain stable but to reflect taxonomic judge-
ment” and they goon toraise the hope that when a set of English
names is established they “need not be changed” (my empha-
ses.) It is the more surprising therefore to find that less than 13
years later the English names are being changed in the volumes
of the Handbook.

If the RAOU is to expand membership (as is planned) it
needs take account of the fact that it will not recruit more
ornithologists, but ordinary persons. Such persons do not want
multi-syllabic, multi-worded names, but ones that are simple,
euphonious, memorable and if possible, descriptive. Forexam-
ple the clumsy Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (neither cuckoo nor
shrike) could be replaced by the existing altenative of
Shufflewing, a name which, unlike the present one, meets all
desirable criteria.

The continued frequent use of Jabiru and Major Mitchell
illustrates the point. Despite the 1978 change to the impossible
Black-necked Stork, Jabiru continues in use such that the
Handbook finds it necessary to condemn our moral turpitude
and declare that Jabiru is “wrong”. Suitably chastened presum-
ably, we are henceforth to stumble through the unamenable
recommended name. In 1978 Major Mitchell was rejected (as
having a “rather curious and cumbersome eponym” p.297) in
favour of the feeble Pink Cockatoo.

Both the above ornithological name preferences (and
many others) reveal a persistent tendency to utilise colours and
characteristics in common names. This results in such labori-
ous descriptor names as White-tailed Black-Cockatoo and the
oddly jaundiced Yellow White-eye. Itcan only be assumed that
the nomenclature deciders believe that colours/characteristics
names are an aid to identification, although the briefest consid-
eration shows this to be not the case — consider Pacific Black
Duck.

Psychology has not finally determined how the human
memory operates. What is clear however is that eidetic images,
or clear mental images, are holistic. Such images are not
composed of parts which are fitted together mentally as if in a
visual jigsaw: the image springs up whole and entire.

When a bird is seen, it is not seen as a collection of
colours and characters. If a familiar bird is seen (that is, one

~ where the image has been internalised), the name comes to
mind immediately without effort. Most will have experienced
asituation however when a bird seen is not familiar (ie the bird
image init’s context is not internalised) and the image does not
receive an immediate name from the memory. When this
occurs, we do not search a memorised list of colour/character-
istic descriptors for identification and even less do we recall all
names with relevant colours or characteristics. While such a
list may be made (usually known as field notes), these are
usually used to assist in identifying the bird in question while
looking through an illustrated ficld guide — a process that
reinforces the internalisation of old and new whole images.
Colour/characteristic descriptors are therefore of mini-
mal or no value for identification purposes. The Gang Gang
Cockatoo, Dollarbird, Darter, Osprey, Brolga and Eastern

Curlew are as readily identified as the Black-fronted Plover,
Red-kneed Dotterel, Pink-eared Duck and Little Eagle, to
choose a few at random.

This being the case there is noreason for the use of poly-
syllabic descriptors. There is by contrast every reason for
having ordinary names which accord with the desirable criteria
— simple, euphonious, memorable and where possible, de-
scriptive. There is noreason why these attractive criteria should
not accord admirably with the 1978 principles.

Too many present names are long, weak and without
appeal. Thus far the Handbook nomenclature changes have
given noindication of improvement or real consideration of the
bird-watcher/lover. The opportuity to have names which are
brief, interesting and memorable in accord with the approach of
the larger numbers to which the RAOU looks for it's future
ought not be lost. Let us not have another “Australian White
Ibis™.

B. Buchanan
ARGYLE SPINIFEXBIRD
Argyle is at the northem limit of known distribution of
the Spinifexbird.

One was observed beside the road to the old Smoke

Creek camp in January 1992. It was calling from a branch in the -

middle of a dead woody shrub about 5 to 10 metres away. The
area is very stony with a lot of spinifex. It was about the size of
a Red-backed Fairy-wren but with a longer more pointed bill,
a shorter, wider and less cocked tail and a flight similar to a
wren but stronger. It had a tan/brown crown with a pale
eyebrow, a brownish back, rump and tail, and it was paler
underneath. {tdid notmove or stop calling as I firstapproached.
It flew several times to other dead shrubs, or to the top of clumps
of spinifex probably chasing insects.
Another seen in and flying low over spinifex in early
February 1992.
F. O’Connor

LAKE ERIE

Lake Erie (the name of the property) or Lake Eyrie (the
name on the Albany—Denmark map) is situate on the Hay
River Road. This joins Narrikup to the Mt Barker— Denmark
Road. It is some seven kilometres west of Narrikup.

Passing along the road in March (9th) and seeing the
Lake, which is easily visible from the road, I decided to
investigate. The owner?/manager? of the property (it was
marked as being for sale) kindly told me to drive the 500 metres
or so to the Lake edge. Here was revealed a large, mainly
shallow Lake of about 800 metres diameter, with clumps of
Baumea articulata and typha species at the east and north. At
high water it is clear the Lake becomes much larger,

I observed 32 waterbird species, a single visit number
not often found at “small” wetlands. The species were:—

Hoary-headed Grebe (182), Australasian Grebe (14),
Australian Pelican (6), Little Black Cormorant (12), Little Pied
Cormorant (4), White-faced Heron (18), Sacred Ibis (19),
Straw-necked Ibis (119), Yellow-billed Spoonbill (30), Black
Swan (30), Australian Shelduck (30), Pacific Black Duck (52),
Grey Teal (181), Australasian Shoveler (87), Marsh Harrier
(1), Spotless Crake (6), Purple Swamphen (15), Eurasian Coot
(238), Red-kneed Dotterel (1), Red-capped Plover (38), Black-
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fronted Plover (1), Black-winged Stilt(62), Red-necked Avocet
(12), Wood San dpiper (6), Greenshank (4), Sharp-tailed Sand-
piper (5), Red-necked Stint (1), Curlew Sandpiper (9), Little
Grassbird (3).

As far as1 can ascertain, Lake Erie has not been reported
upon previously. Being just under 40 kilometres from Albany
(closer than Pleasant View) it appears to be a good wetland to
include on the visiting list.

As a further attraction, some 10 kilometres from Lake
Erie is Lake Brown, although dry in March 1992. For those
interested in the pioneering days, if visiting Lake Brown
(access through the property of the name), look for the remains
of the small brick building behind the new homestead (erected
on the site of the old) which is the remains of the original ice-
house. Large blocks of ice were delivered and remained frozen
for most of the year. The early owners sought relief there on hot
days and had Christmas celebrations *“on ice”.

B. Buchanan

ENEABBA ALBINO

On Wednesday 11th March 1992 as I approached one of
the dams on our property, a dozen or so ducks flew. Not
unusual, except one of a pair of Grey Teal was almost com-
pletely white! Have albino Grey Teal been reported previ-
ously? I have never seen a duck of this colour before.

Itis also good to see that the Wedge-tailed Eagle appears
to be making a come-back in this area.

Also today 16th March | saw a Great Egret. I have never
seen one here before. The Australian Shelduck have been
paired off for amonth now, somaybe we are in for a wet season.

Our farm is approximately 50 kms inland from Eneabba.

K. Broad

REACTIONS TO PREDATORS

Living on the edge of a swamp at Wannamal gives
opportunity to observe the differing reactions of waterbirds to
different predators. The most interesting aspect is not that
reactions differ, but that with the relatively high mortality of
waterbirds, their reactions appear to remain stable over time.

Whistling Kite, which breed around the swamp margin
and are seen and heard every month of the year over the swamp,
rarely evoke any reaction from waterbirds. Whistling Kite
usually fly relatively slowly at low to medium height over the
swamp and surrounding areas and only very occasionally do
waterbirds seem to show alarm by scattering over the water.
This usually seems to be because the Whistling Kite has
appeared unexpectedly from behind a tree.

By contrast Marsh Harrier, usually flying low at slow
speed, cause virtually all waterbirds to scatter hurriedly across
the water and/or to take flight. Even Black Swan and Australian
Pelican are disturbed and a burst of Eurasian Coot and Hoary-
headed Grebe “pattering” over the water, while ducks, spoon-
bill and egrets fly, is frequently the herald of an airborne Marsh
Harrier. All waterbirds seem to be able to fly faster than the
Marsh Harrier, not one of which I have seen take chase.

Peregrine Falcon, mostcommon in summer, fly overthe
swamp fast and low. The waterbirds do not then fly, they bunch
together or paddle into denser melaleuca. As aresult, one of the
methods used by Peregrine Falcon to overcome the reluctance
of the waterbirds to fly is to perch quietly near the swamp
margin and wait for another raptor or event to put the waterbirds

into the air. The Peregrine Falcon then dashes into the circling
flying ducks in search of prey. I have triggered off this sequence
more than once while walking through the swamp. Obvnously
the falcon can fly faster than the waterbirds. -

Evidently waterbirds distinguish readlly between their
three main predators. (Other predators which appear more
irregularly over the swamp - Square-tailed Kite, Australian
Kestrel, Black-shouldered Kite, Collared Sparrowhawk, Brown
Goshawk, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little Eagle evoke noresponse.)
Presumably the younger birds take their reaction from older
experienced birds.

B. Buchanan

Eyre Report

Eyre had a wet month of March: April has been even
wetter with 61.2 mm to date! Everything looks green and lush
with new shoots appearing everywhere. The Dodonaea, Hakea,
Halgania, Pomaderris, Styphelia and Templetonia bushes are
flowering.

The Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters have returned, per-
haps because of the promise of masses of blossom on the mallee
trees. Mistletoebird are feeding on the mistletoe berries and a
flock of Regent Parrot were recorded recently. Leek orchids
(Prasophyllum nigricans) with their minute little flowers were
found at Burnabbie not far from the old homestead.

Reptiles appear 10 be enjoying the brief bursts of sun-
shine. A Dugite managed to tangle itself in one of the mist nets.
Although the net had to be cut, the snake was successfully
extricated and relocated away from the banding site. At
Bumabbie, a Death Adder slithered off under a bush when it
became aware of our presence. A number of sightings of small
Master’s snakes have been recorded.

Mammals have also been in the limelight. On a recent
trip to Twilight Cove we watched eight Dolphins displaying
their remarkable talents in moving effortlessly through the
water. A New Zealand Fur Seal posed for the keen photogra-
phers and a Hopping Mouse was seen in the rocks near King
Skinks. On the return journey we examined the carcase of a
Whale washed onto the beach. During the Animals on Plants
Course held recently a Pygmy Possum and a Honey Possum
were successfully trapped, weighed, measured and released.

Due to the abundant supply of water the Brush
Bronzewing, Australian Raven and Pink Cockatoo are not
drinking at the birdbaths. However a Brown Goshawk and a
Collared Sparrowhawk visited the pool, enabling us to get a
really good look at the toes! The Collared Sparrowhawk middle
toe really is noticeably long.

Our most current birdwatching event was the sighting of
an orange-tagged Red-necked Stint on 22/4/92, just one week
later than last year’s sighting (15/4/91). A Great-crested Grebe
also appeared at the 9 Mile - records indicate a sighting in 1972,
1982 and now 1992.

It’s ‘Never a Dull Moment at Eyre’ and with an exciting
programme of Courses, together with the Nest Record Expedi-
tions coming up in the near future, who knows what may be
seen and found.

G. and G. Goodreid and T. Hunt
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BBCBQ

Changes to bird distribution may well be continuously
occurring. The following questions all concern the dates
at which changes occurred on the Swan Coastal Plain.
Answers can be in decades ie 1940’s.

On the Swan Coastal Plain:—

1) Yellow-billed Spoonbill were first reported ?

2) When were Sacred Ibis first reported ?

3) When did Banded Plover become established ?

4) Pink-eared Duck were rare and infrequent before ?
5) By when had White-naped Honeyeater largely disap-
peared ? ,

6) Crested Pigeon were first seen on the Swan Coastal
Plain at Regan’s Ford. When ?

7) When was Little Eagle first reported ?

8) Tree Martin commenced breeding at Rottnest — ?
9) When were Little Egret first recorded ?

10) Australian Magpie-Lark were first recorded tobreed
on the Plain - when ?

Answers on page 11

Waterbird News

SCOPEWEST

The analysis of SCOPEWEST data is complete
with writing-up now in full swing. By the time this issue
reaches you, the report should be well advanced.

The report will present general abundance and
species richness information along with data conceming
physical, chemical and morphological attributes of
wetlands. Chapter 3 of the report will be of most interest
to RAOU participants dealing with summary statistics,
methodology, data on seasonal changes, breeding and
historical information,

As with all joint RAOU/CALM publications, par-
ticipants in the project will receive free copies of the
report as soon as it is completed.

MARCH WATERFOWL COUNT

Preliminary figures for the March Annual Water-
fowl are to hand and thanks are due to all duck counters.

The March count was preceded by widespread
rainfall causing waterfowl to disperse. Thousands of
ducks were reported on wetlands in the Goldfields region
and other inland areas outside the study area.

Coverage for the count was again excellent with
around 1220 wetlands surveyed. This figure represents
more than a 97% coverage rate.

The preliminary total of waterfowl was 212,532
birds. The dispersal due to rainfall prior to the count had
a major impact on waterfowl numbers and the prelimi-
nary grand total is well down onthe previous March count

(refer WA Bird Notes, Issue 58).

The following totals are only preliminary and read-
ers are requested to consult the final report of the Novem-
ber 91/March 92. report to be published later.

PRELIMINARY TOTALS - MARCH 1992

Black Swan 14,965
Freckled Duck 88
Australian Shelduck 42,946
Pacific Black Duck 26,977
Grey Teal 78,634
Chestnut Teal 6,964
Australasian Shoveler 3,586
Pink-eared Duck 3,356
Hardhead 433
Maned Duck 2,636
Blue-billed Duck 691
Musk Duck 2,812
Eurasian Coot 28,444

212,532

Four wetlands in South-Westerm Australia held
more than 10,000 waterfowl. These were Peel Inlet 21,826,
Dumbleyung Lake 15,636, Coyrecup Lake 15,594 and
Yealering Lake 13,493.

The report of the November 90/March 91 water-
fowl count is being printed and will be posted to all
participants shortly.

Again, many thanks to all participants for your
efforts in supporting waterfowl counts.

R. Vervest, RAOU Waterbirds Officer

Beach Patrol

This scheme was described in the December 1991
issue of Wingspan and volunteers were invited to co-
ordinate the search for specimens. The WA Committee
has agreed I should undertake this responsibility for WA:
Ian Standring will co-ordinate the Perth metropolitan
area.

The first step consisted of writing to 30 RAOU
members living on or near our coastline from Koolan
Island in the north to Esperance on the south coast.
Members were asked if they would be prepared to organ-
ise beach searches along their own stretch of coastline,
whetherthey would co-ordinate the results and be respon-
sible for forwarding specimens to Ron Johnsione of the
WA Museum.

To date we have received 12 replies, all of whom
expressed interest and asked for the necessary instruc-
tions. A kit has now been forwarded to them. It consists
of a set of condensed instructions taken from those
received from RAOU in Melboume and forms to be
completed. '

Beach co-ordinators are asked to forward speci-
mens either by post or in bulk, deep frozen, by suitable
transport. Ron Johnstone has agreed to accept all material
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sent to him and to confirm identification. Notification of
material forwarded to the WA Muscum will be supplied
to the RAOU office by the co-ordinators. We intend
keeping in close contact with Ron and will publish results
in WA Bird Notes from time to time.

This scheme is intended to be low-key birding in
which anyone can take part. We hope that over the next
few years more knowledge of our pelagic birds will be
gained. Although some members are being allocated
beaches which they will patrol regularly, it is hoped that
everyone will look for beach-washed birds whenever
they walk along any part of our very extensive coastline.

B. Barrett, Co-ordinator

Metropolitan Beaches

Some members in the metropolitan area will prob-
ably have obtained their beach patrol kits from Mel-
bourne and will have identified a beach that they intend
to patrol. I would be grateful if they would contact me so
that I know which beaches are being covered.

If anyone around the Perth metropolitan area is
interested in participating, please contact me and I will
send you a kit. You can patrol the beach of your choice,
although some flexibility would be appreciated should
the beachhave already been chosen or allocated. Monthly
patrols are preferred, although any visits will be wel-
come. You can also patrol any beach at any time you
happen to be there (whether in the metropolitan area or
1000 km from Perth).

I may be contacted at 116 Virgil Avenue, Yokine,
WA, 6060, telephone 275 4394 (h).

1. Standring, Metropolitan Co-ordinator

Books considered |

The Westem Australian Museum published Birds of
the South-West Division of Western Australia in 1991.
The introduction informs the reader that ““this is the last in
a series of regional avifaunas covering Westem Aus-
tralia”. In it’s unpretentious guise as Records of the
Westemn Australian Museum Supplement No. 35, knowl-
edge of this title might not reveal the value of this 150
page book.

With this volume GM Storr completes his series of
bird guides to Western Australia. Others inthe invaluable
series cover the Kimberley Division (publ 1980), North-
Eastern Interior (1981), Pilbara (1984), Gascoyne (1985),
Mid-Eastem Interior (1985), South-Easten Interior (1986)
and Eucla Division (1987). In addition, with Johnstone
RE and Griffin P, Storr published Birds of the Houtman
Abrolhos, Western Australia in 1986 and more impor-
tantly for the majority of bird watchers, in 1988 with
Johnstone, the Birds of the Swan Coastal Plain and
adjacent seas and islands.

This is a substantial achievement. The regional
avifaunas set out to summarize for each species and
subspecies our knowledge of present and past distribu-
tion, ecological status, relative abundance, whether the
species feeds alone or in groups, habitat prefercnces,
breeding season, clutch size, movements and changes in

status following European settlement. This is done as far
as knowledge is available in each of the volumes in the
series and in the case of the latest addition, pleasure is
enhanced by its preséntation on good quality paper-and
with an attractive cover.

Like the earlier volumes the latest contains much
important and interesting information that is not readily
available elsewhere and is a book which should be on the
shelves and often in the hands of all WA bird watchers.
The price, a mere $10.00, would put this book into the
“super bargain’ category on most bookseller racks, but
unlike such it is not mere ephemera, but an important
addition to your bird library.

When combined with Birds of the Swan Coastal
Plain and adjacent seas and islands, the Birds of the
South-West Division of Western Australia becomes the
most informative, useful and up-to-date work on the birds
of that part of WA most visited by bird watchers whichis
available. And for only $20.00 !

The series, now drawn to a fine conclusion will, it is
to be hoped, receive periodic updating. Inevitably there
are additional species and changes of habitat, distribution
etc being seen across the whole of WA even if only
because bird watcher numbers slowly increase, espe-
cially in the more distant parts of the state. For example,
Garganey is not mentioned for the Kimberley Division
book, it being published before the Garganey presence in
the Kimberley was clearly established.

GM Storr is to be highly complimented on his valu-
able pioneering work and the WA Museum also for it’s
publication at a price readily affordable to all.

B. Buchanan

Excursion Reports

ALFRED COVE 15 Feb 1992

An overcast showery day greeted more than 20 keen
birders on this our second introduction to shorebirds.

Although difficult to identify, shorebirds can be an
irresistible challenge. Once one learns the common, identify-
ing the not-so-common is made a little easier.

Most people were seeing shorebirds close up for the first
time and in no time were able to identify for themselves a few
of the larger species. Great and Red Knot proved most difficult
to separate, but most were able to identify our two common
species of sandpiper in next to no time.

With alittle practice, we hope some will goon tobecome
regular wader-watchers.

J. Hunt

ELLIS BROOK 1 Mar 1992

On a fine morning with a strong blustery wind, 18
members and two guests from New Zealand met to be con-
ducted around the precipitous hill tracks which dominate Ellis
Brook Reserve. The walk is not for the faint-hearted - the tracks
being mostly composed of loose stone and gravel - one either
walks uphill or down, but seldom on a level surface, so that
secing birds as well is something of an achievement.

With Les Harris’ guidance we walked for three hours or
so and found thirty-six species. The *bird of the day’ was an
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