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Meetings: 	 P l ease  note  t h a t  t h e  nex t  q u a r t e r l y  meeting w i l l  
n o t  be  a t  Cygnet Ha l l  b u t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  du r ing  
t h e  excurs ion  t o  Yall ingup on October 10-13. 

OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND 

Caves House a t  Yall ingup w i l l  be  t h e  venue f o r  t h e  long weekend 
excurs ion  from Fr iday  n i g h t  October 10  u n t i l  Monday October 1 3  and t h e r e  
a r e  s t i l l  a few vacancies .  The c o s t  of accommodation i f  $24 p e r  day each 
and i f  you wish t o  a t t e n d ,  p l ease  forward a d e p o s i t  of  $5 p e r  head 
wi thout  de lay .  

Searching f o r  t h e  Rufous B r i s t l e b i r d  w i l l  involve  t h e  use  of  r ep lay  
t a p e s ,  s o  i f  you have a p o r t a b l e  c a s s e t t e  r eco rde r ,  p l e a s e  b r i n g  it along.  
A number of  t a p e s  of  b r i s t l e b i r d  c a l l s  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e .  I t  would 
a l s o  be  a good i d e a  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory on t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
t h e  Western and Rufous B r i s t l e b i r d s  as t h e r e  is  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  both  
s p e c i e s  might be  encountered. Compare t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  on page 4 of 
Vol. I1 of S l a t e r ' s  F i e l d  Guide wi th  pp. 422 423 of  t h e  Readers Diges t  
Book, o r  b e t t e r  s t i l l  wi th  t h e  two p l a t e s  on p .  200 of  Rigby's Every 
Aust. Bird I l l u s t r a t e d .  The rufous  crown and whi te  around t h e  eyes seem 
t o  be  t h e  b e s t  f i e l d  marks f o r  t h e  Rufous B r i s t l e b i r d ,  b u t  t h e s e  
c h a r a c t e r s  may n o t  be  s o  ev iden t  on immatures. A good account  of both  is  
given i n  D r .  Serventy ' s  B i rds  of W.A. 

I F  YOU HAVEN'T SENT YOUR $5 DEPOSIT PLEASE DO SO NOW. 

Appl ica t ions  t o  j o i n  t h e  excurs ion  should be s e n t  t o  M r s .  J. Seabrook, 
L. 36, Rabone Way, Boya, W.A. 6056, Tel .  299-6816. 

THE NORTH WEST 

The N.W. of  Western A u s t r a l i a  has  had an excep t iona l ly  wet season t h i s  
y e a r ,  and any of you who a r e  a b l e  should make a v i s i t  t h e r e  t o  s e e  t h e  
magni f icent  numbers of  s p e c i e s  t h a t  a r e  abundant and conspicuous. Chats 
and Budgerigahs seem t o  have done p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l ,  b u t  many of t h e  
smal l ,  r e s i d e n t  s p e c i e s  a r e  a l s o  obvious, where s o  o f t e n  they  need c a r e f u l  
search.  Black (Fork- ta i led)  K i t e s  a r e  widespread, and t h e r e  should be an 
abundance of  r a p t o r s  v i s i b l e  du r ing  t h e i r  breeding season e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  September, October and November. 

SYSTEM SIX BREEDING ATLAS 

Tom Delaney (269 CANNING HIGHWAY, COMO, 6152, phone 367 7452) . i s  
o rgan i s ing  a p r o j e c t  wi th  s p e c i a l  appeal  f o r  people i n  t h e  P e r t h  
Metropoli tan Area. A s  p a r t  of t h e  A t l a s  of  Aus t r a l i an  Birds  we a r e  aiming 
t o  prepare  t e n  minute maps of t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  between t h e  
Moore River and t h e  Blackwood River - t h a t  i s  t h e  System S i x  Conservation 
Area of t h e  Department of  Conservation and Environment. We have only 
s i x t e e n  months i n  which t o  survey t h e  108 t e n  minute g r i d  b locks  i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  and i f  p o s s i b l e  produce maps of  t h e  breeding d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  those  
s p e c i e s  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of  W.A. most s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  development. Any of  you 
even i f  you have n o t  con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  A t l a s  be fo re ,  who have an i n t e r e s t  
i n  conserving b i r d s  nea r  P e r t h  should c o n t a c t  Tom and s e e  what you can do 
t o  h e l p  . 



I f  we g e t  adequate coverage we may be  a b l e  t o  pub l i sh  t h i s  
t e n  minute A t l a s  of  t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  as an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s ta tement  of 
what i s  t h e r e  now. 

HERDSMAN'S LAKE 

The RAOU survey of Herdsman's Lake, d i r e c t e d  by P e t e r  Curry and 
funded by t h e  W.A. Department of  Conservation and Environment i s  
proceeding we l l .  P e t e r  has  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a n s e c t s  i n  t h e  l a k e  t h a t  should 
provide s i t e s  f o r  r epea tab le ,  q u a n t i t a t i v e  measures of b i r d  numbers t h e r e ,  
t o  back up t h e  s ta tements  about  b i r d  usage and spec ie s  s t a t u s  which 
a r e  r equ i red  i n  h i s  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  AS a complement t o  t h i s  c u r r e n t  f i e l d  
s tudy,  Maurice Mi l la rd  and Nick Kol i ch i s  
apprec ia t ion  of t h e  Lake and i ts  b i r d s .  
should c o n t a c t  them as soon as p o s s i b l e .  

a r e  
An

compiling an  h i s t o r i c a l  
yone wi th  e a r l i e r  information 

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY 

P e t e r  Congreve w i l l  be t a k i n g u p  res idence  a t  Eyre Bi rd  Observatory 
as i ts new Warden i n  October 1980. He and P e t e r  Curry a r e  planning t o  
conduct a course  on B i rd  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  observa tory  from 
14-21 December, 1980. D e t a i l s  can be obtained 
from The Warden, Eyre Bi rd  Observatory, Cocklebiddy, v i a  Norseman, W.A. 

W .A. WADER GROUP. 

The group w a s  g r e a t l y  encouraged by a v i s i t  from Cl ive  Minton 
dur ing  t h e  win te r .  Cl ive  w i l l  be back again  i n  October and w i l l  be meeting 
t h e  group i n  t h e  f i e l d  on October 25. p l ease  c o n t a c t  Jeremy Talbot  
(phone 291 6563) o r  P e t e r  Curry (phone 390 6995) f o r  d e t a i l s .  The W.A. 
Wader Group w i l l  be represented  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  wader meeting convened 
by t h e  RAOU i n  August where it i s  hoped t o  make p lans  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  wader 
count  t h i s  summer. D e t a i l s  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  nex t  news le t t e r .  

FROM J I M  MASTERS I N  THE NORTH WEST 

"We hope t o  g e t  on through Meekatharra tomorrow b u t  i n  t h e  meantime have done 
a b i t  of b i rd ing  around t h e  Cue town environs,  some f i f t y  spec ie s  wi th  water 
a s s o c i a t e d  b i r d s  w e l l  r ep resen ted  t h i s  year a s  probably you would w e l l  know 
wi th  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  season here .  

P leased  t o  r e p o r t  two unusual b i r d s ,  f o r  me a t  l e a s t ,  i n  t h e  a rea ,  one Swamp 
Har r i e r  and an  obviously mated p a i r  of Blue-winged Shovel le r  Ducks, a few 
mi les  o u t  of t w n .  If t h i s  l o c a l  a r ea  is an average sample of t h e  r e s u l t  of 
a l l  t h e  r a i n  t h a t  has f r inged  t h e  South-west Land ~ i v i s i o n  t h i s  autumn and 
winter ,  then 1 should t h i n k  t h a t  any south  western water  b i r d s  might be w e l l  
advised t o  t r y  t h e i r  luck about  t hese  p a r t s ,  a s  is p r e t t y  obviously an 
enormous number of t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a r e  a l r e a d y  here.  his time l a s t  year t h e  
r i v e r  f o r d  a t  home, Glen Avon, has  a t o t a l  water  b i r d  popula t ion  of some 500 
b i rds ,  b u t  a t  t h e  time I l e f t  l a s t  week no more than seventy-f i ve ,  even though 
cond i t ions  t h e r e  a r e  much t h e  same a s  l a s t  year  .I1 

J i m  Masters 
20/7/80 


