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I 4 bii,7y 3.9711. 

Most rc;::rle?rs ~i.l.1.note wi:th s o i r e  su~:.pr:ise t k a t  1;lii.s i ,.; i s sue  T.io. 6 2116 i . ~ ~ l ~ ( ~ ~ ~  

oj.h;.t. has happ?ned t o  the precedirjy f i ve .  Nurnbsr 5 w a s  j.s:;ceci c\fi 3.4 Ju1.y 1947, 

t he  ed i tor  being rionc! other  than Dr. b m  Servcnty himself. Th.c cocynj.ttee has 

dc.:(.:l.ded t o  re-instl i tute W .  A. Bird Bc?.tes i n  an e f f o r t  t o  keep rnarJ,er.s j.3ettcr i n  

touch with c:nrrent htqpenings ir, the west. 

J u ~ e!~iectLna 

The next meeting- w i l l  be held on Monday, 26 June, a.t 8 ~ . r i .' n  the seminar 

ro3,n a t  t h e  CSIRD ].ahora t o r i e s  , Uli2t?r~ood Rve .. , E'lorent Park. '1'!-,(-? ii1ai.n speaker 

w i l l  be Iali Iisoke w:ho tri3.1 t a l k  on "Euhavi-our and Ecoiogy of Yelluw-w'inged I.Ioney- 

ez.t.ert." . 
1978 Field Excursion 

This year ' s  f i e l d  excursion has been s t a t i on  i n  s i t e d  around Mount A u g u s t . ~ ~ ~  

the southern Pilbara.  Three separate carclps w i l l  be es tabl ished a t  Waldburg Stat ion 

(shed),  the  jasper bar where t h e  road crosses  the  Lyons River (23O57'S; 116O08'E) 

camp under canvas, and E&nund Stat ion (woolshed). The ca r~ps i t e s  w i l l  be attended 

from 6 p.m., August 26, t o  8 a . m . ,  September 9. A l l  a r e  accessible  by two-wheel- 

drive.  Water, nea t  and pe t ro l  w i l l  be avai lable  ( a t  cos t )  a t  each s i t e ,  otherwise 

people should be s e l f  supporting. The three s i t e s  have been selec4ed t o  allow 

access t o  a var ie ty  of hab i ta t s  and the aim of t k , e  outi.ng w i l l  bz t o  improve the 

atl-as caverage of the  area an2 i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t o  p.rove breeding fo r  a s  many species 

as  possihlc.  The area has had good r a i n  so f a r  t h i s  year and i c  promises an 

abundant season i n  the  coming spring.  In-tending campers should ccntact  Stephen 

~ a v i e s ,  Waters Upton, M t .  Helena, 5555, a s  soon a s  possible.  

The camp area. can be reached by various routes,  probably the  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t -  

ing beina the main highway throuyh Geraldton and Carnarvon. 

Useful a t l a s s ing  could be car r ied  out on the way and you a re  urged t o  t r ave l  

e i t he r  through Nullewz and Cyro o r  via  Beringarra and Landor. 

Eyre Rird Observatory-

The oljs=rvalory is iirm vperi a r ~ c i i i l i s  i~e~i i ic i s  is undoubteGiy tile g rea tes t  w i i a t  

aclkievement of the  W.A. group t o  date.  The res tora t ion  of t he  old Eyre Telegraph 

Stat ion has only beer1 made passihle  by the enormous amount of e f f o r t  expended by 

a slnall nuliher of meltbers of both the  RACU and the Post Office Histor ical  Society 

and t o  tilam w e  should be very grateful.. 

The current  phzisc <if e f fo r t  is i n  fu?ri?.i.:,hi.ng the  building and pro~.ridi.il~ the  

various comforts of l iv ing  which w i l l  render the  place hospitable.  S:lch items 



--- --- 

a r e  somr: :l:,\t.-:; klard kc :;el-. and of ,  c;,:;r sc a. lways ri::per;:;;.-ie . ;j~cd>d.--!\.;l~.<',j-t.~rfis 

where su.?t:;Sie ?iie l-)e:lng xsed to try 1-6rnak:: (>I;IL' e17e~.C,\:incli.j.ng gr;.in.i; I,:cxicy 

go a li?-.t.le f u r t h p r .  M-?. f el. E LIT^. t!:at q - l j - t t ?  a few of t!-lc it:ems 1.)~:j.~!cj p~,:1:~:7il:;.1(3 

a r e  prob;-ll;l:~i; si.tt.i.ncj around ilnuscirl j., rncmbel-s' ho:tles or t:vcl.!l c ' l j . scarde~clown in 

t he  shed. Ir2v:ing 3 2.i.g around t o  see i~Y:a'i.~ L ' ~ J .  oEfe;.?:ow ~ b ~ u t  can 

A few cf tl:c i tems ;iccded axe: 

?. .>r vn::p S Z ~ C J C  iron kct t1 .e  o r  Err1 scr;.t:able 303: a wood. st:o::e - t-.ht 


sort.  v i t h  a t ap  i n  t h e  bottom. 


i< innkc t s , books, binocu:l ars, s r n a l l  Lables o r  beds;. dc c ~ p b c e r d s  . 

A l l  of ir-LS tc  St~?j>h<?n. Waters Upto~i, M t .DavFes, H ~ i c n a ,6555 .  

0I~serva.tioLla 

A s i n g l e  Masked/S;2ur-winged Plover was se;?n a t  t h e  e n d  o f  P.pr i l  a4: North 

Lake in Per th .  The b;xd was i n  a plumage in termedia te  between t h e  norther:! ? ; ~ d  

southern f orinr . 
A lone  Black Hur,~:ye,+ter visicci l  a garden i n  Guildford r e c e n t l y .  'I'liis spec i-ev 

has been seen several  ti::les i n  recent years i n  the  longan I l i l l s  a r e a .  Xhilct  

t h i s  i s  an vay;ant, two White-plurned IIcneyeaters seen i n  t h e  sane g3rden0 b v i . 9 ~ ~  
-.-- / 

may be part o i  w h a t  appears tc be a n  exi;ensic>n of range of this ;L ,F_C~~S cI~)i~nL I ~ +  

c o a s t a l  p l a i n .  

Sever&! r e p o r t s  have been received t h i s  season of  Fores t  Kingf ishers  i q  t he  

s0ut.h-west. I n  a11 c a s e s  t h e  observer  f a i l e d  t o  g ive  the  key iden t  ificat.io1: 

f e a t u r e ,  t h a t  i.s the  white wing patches t h a t  show i n  flight. I n  such cases 

t he re  is  n 0  a l t e r ~ a t i v eb u t  t o  refer t h e  observatj.on t o  the Sacred Ki:~qfishew . -
which In soze i n d i v i d u a l s  can be q u i t e  a r i c h  b lue  with white underpzr ts .  

.A r i o t i c ~ a h l e  f e a t u r e  of  many of  t h e  U.R.R.F. forms t h a t  a r e  s~i.l?w.ittedis  

t h a t  usua l ly  a very d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  plumage i s  cjis~en, but: h a r 6 . l ~a~:kthii.:cj 

on t h e  b i r d ' s  a c t i o n s .  So p lease ,  l e t ' s  have a l i t t l e  more on what t h e  b i r d  was 

doing, arid i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t r y  t o  t ~ r j t e  down a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the  call where1-~->r 

poss ib le .  


