2015 Great Cocky Count Report
Summary of Key Findings

Carnaby’s continue to
decline in the Perth region
The Great Cocky Count
The Great Cocky Count (GCC) is an annual, community‐
based survey for black‐cockatoos in Western Australia.
The survey occurs at sites across the southwest on a
single evening in early April. Volunteers are allocated
to a known roost site and count the number of black‐
cockatoos that arrive at the site to roost for the night.
The seventh GCC was held on Sunday 12 April 2015.
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understand the population size and distribution
of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo across their
species range.

The 2015 Count: key findings
2015 saw the highest participation rate since the GCC
began, with 606 volunteers surveying 293 roost sites
across the southwest. Nearly half of the 2015
volunteers were involved in a previous GCC.
In 2015, 33 new sites were identified, including one
confirmed Carnaby’s roost. The GCC site database now
contains 537 locations from Geraldton to Esperance,
including 211 confirmed roosts, 112 unconfirmed
roosts, and 214 potential sites.
2015 recorded 9082 white‐tailed black‐cockatoos
across the species range, which is the lowest total
number recorded in the last three GCCs (2013‐15).
Greater Perth-Peel Region
The Greater Perth‐Peel Region consists of the Perth‐
Peel Coastal Plain, encompassing all of the Perth‐Peel
metropolitan area along the Swan Coastal Plain, and
the Northern Darling Scarp and Plateau, which
includes the northern Jarrah‐Marri Forest.
The minimum population count for Carnaby’s Black‐
Cockatoo in the Greater Perth‐Peel Region was 5518,
which is a decline from the number recorded in 2014.
Trend analysis of roost counts for Carnaby’s Black‐
Cockatoo in the Perth‐Peel Coastal Plain found
significant declines in both the fraction of occupied
roosts and flock size over the last six years (2010‐15).
The combined effect of fewer occupied roosts and
fewer birds in each roosting flock is an estimated
current rate of decline of 15% per year in the total
number of Carnaby’s Black‐Cockatoos on the Perth‐
Peel Coastal Plain.

What does this mean for Carnaby’s in
the Perth-Peel region?
Based on an analysis of the 2007 to 2015 GCCs, there
is a strong indication that the population of Carnaby’s
Black‐Cockatoo inhabiting the Perth‐Peel Coastal Plain
is experiencing an ongoing decline.
This decline is of serious concern for Carnaby’s Black‐
Cockatoo in the Perth‐Peel Coastal Plain.
It is therefore important to maximise conservation
efforts, particularly in the Perth‐Peel Coastal Plain
region, until a better understanding of the
demographics of Carnaby’s Black‐Cockatoo emerges.
More Information
The full report can be found at
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/
southwest‐black‐cockatoo‐
recovery/publications‐and‐forms or
use the QR code on the right.
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On the Perth‐Peel Coastal Plain, Carnaby’s Black‐
Cockatoos are restricted to few roost sites, many of
which are associated with pines. Protection of these
sites and associated native feeding habitat is needed
to arrest the decline of Carnaby’s Black‐Cockatoo and
ensure its persistence in this region.

The next Great Cocky Count will take place at sunset
on Sunday 3 April 2016.
To register your interest for the 2016 GCC, or to report
a black‐cockatoo roost site near you, email
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au.
Funding Partners

The Great Cocky Count is supported by the Perth
2015 also confirmed the presence of Forest Red‐tailed NRM, with additional support from the Peel‐Harvey
Black‐Cockatoos at various locations throughout the Catchment Council, with funding through the
Australian Government.
inner metropolitan suburbs of Perth.
Regional Areas
The 2015 GCC recorded 3234 white‐tailed black‐
cockatoos in regional areas (outside the Greater
Perth‐Peel Region). This is the lowest recording over
the last four GCCs for sites in regional areas.

